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ON the occasion of the 40th f 01.mding anniversary of 

the Indochinise Commwnist Party (now the Viet 

Nam Workers' Party) , F1·rst Secretary U Duan made an 

analysis of the great problems, essential tashs, principles 

and methods of the Vietnamese revolution. 

This 1nost important docitment is indispensable to all 

those who wish lo make a thorough study of Vietnam­

ese problems; in certain respects, it also sheds l1'.ght on 

several aspects of the world revolution. 

We present its translation in the pages that follow. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PUBLISHING HOUSE 

HANOI 
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D URI1-G the long process of :;truggle to build and 
defend their country , our people, a heroic people, 

became nationally conscious at an early date and evinc­
ed extremely ardent pa triotism. Under F rench colonial­
ist rule, which lasted nearly a century, they refused 
to resign themselves to servitude and repeated ly rose 
up in arms against the aggressors and the t raitors. 
However , all previous movements to oppose French 
rule and save the nation eventually failed. 

In the twenties of this century, afk r the Can Vuong 
insurrections 1 had been stamped out, the seething 
national l iberation movement faced a serious crisis as 
to wh ich line to follow. The French colonialis ts on 
the one hand severely repressed and terrorized the 
patriots, and on the other, strove to sow capitulation­
ist ideas and left no stone unturned to encourage va1ious 
reformist and collaborationist tendencies. Among the 
people, concerning the revolutionary line to follow in 
ord_er to libera te the nation, an acute conflict developed 
among the patriotic forces, be tween two main ten­
dencies : one, of the young proletariat , the other , of the 

r. Monarchis t pa tri o t ic m ovement, 'l isO called Scho lars ' 
?I Iovcm cnt. (Tr.) 

11 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

national bourgeoisie. Each put forward its own political 

programme to try to win over the masses. 

It was at that moment that President Ho Chi Minh, 

with his genius and his revolutionary activity, sup­

plied a timely. answer to those pressing exigencies of 

history. Overcoming the limitations of the nationalism 

of the literati and the bourgeois-oriented revolution­

aries of those times, he embraced Marxism-Leninism 

at an early date and took the road of the 

proletarian revolution. He said :" In order to save the 

country and liberate the nation, there is no other road 

but tha t of the proletarian revolution. " ' 

The first tremendous achievement of President Ho 

Chi Minh was to link the Vietnamese revolution with 

the interna tional workers' movement and to guide 

the Vietnamese people over the road he himself had 

taken, which led from patriotism to Marxism­

Leninism. It was the only path to liberation, one that 

was opened by the Russian October Revolution to the 

toiling people and oppressed nations of the whole 

world. 
To the Vietnamese people, Marxism-Leninism was 

like "food and drink for a hungry and thirs ty travel­

ler. " 2 It powerfully drew the Vietnamese patriots to 

the road of the proletarian revolution and stirred up 

a vigorous national and democratic wave throughout 

the country, in which the working class became an 

independent political force. The combination of 

r. Ho Ch i Minh, Selected Wor//s (in Vietnamese), S u That 
Pub. House, Hanoi 1960, p.705. 

-z. Ibid. p.65-z. 
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, 
Marxism-Leninism, the most revolutionary ideology 
of our times, with the fierce struggle put up by the 
working class, the most revolutionary class and the 
close ally of the peasantry, and with the patriotic 
movement of a nation in full revolutionary efferves­
cence, led to the founding of our Party on February 
3, 1930. 

That extremely important event marked a fundamen­
tal turning point in the history of the Vietnamese revo­
lution. It meant the propagation of Marxism-Leninism 
to a colonial and semi-feudal country, the first 
necessary preparatory step leading to the most glorious 
insurrectionary period and the greatest leap forward 
in the evolution of the V ietoamese nation, beginning 
with the August 1945 Revolution and the setting up 
of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. 

The history of the past forty years of our Party and 
our people is a splendid record of revolutionary 
struggle. 

It is the history of repeated revolutionary upsurges 
and many valiant insurrections: the 1930-1931 revo­
lutionary high tide, that of 1936-1939, and the 
patriotic wave of 1940-1945, which led to the triumph 
of the August Revolution. 

It is the history of two protracted wars of resistance 
waged by our heroic people against the French 
colonialists and the American imperialist aggressors 
in order to bring the struggle for national liberation 
to completion, defend the fatherland, and contribute 
to the great battle waged by the world's peoples for 
peace, national inde~endence, democracy and social­
ism. 

13 
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It is also the history of two great revolutions of 
our times: the people's national democratic revolution 
and the socialist revolution. Over the past ten years, 
under the leadership of our Party and the South Viet 
Nam National Front for Liberation, these two revolu­
tionary tasks have been closely co-ordinated and 
aimed at a common objective: to liberate the South, 
defend the )forth, and advance to the peaceful 
rcun'Hication of the country. 

Under the leadership of our Party headed by our 
great President Ho Chi Minh, the people throughout 
our country have written the finest pages in the history 
of our nation and ushered in an era of independence 
and freedom, the era of socialism. 

Our Party and President Ho Chi Minh, who have 
given guidance to the Vietnamese revolution all along 
these last forty years, have brought our people into 
the world arena as one of the first among the colonial 
and .dependent nations to have successfully carried out 
a nationa l liberation revolution and won power 
throughout the land; as one among' thc first to have 
defeated old colonialism, thus opening the process of 
piece - by - piece collapse of the colonial system of 
imperialism ; as a vanguard -fighter who is knocking 
down the neo-colonialism of American imperialism, the 
imperialist chieftain and the international gendarme. 

By their magnificent victories over imperialism and 
feudalism and by t he socialist Tevolution they arc 
carrying out in the :'forth, our working class and 
nation, led by our Party, are bringing the most 
active contribution, side by side with the peoples of the 

14 
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brother socialist countries, to the process of historic 
change now taking place in the world. 

The brilliant successes reaped by our people over 
the past forty years all originate from the clear-sighted 
leadership of our Party, a party absolutely loyal to 
the supreme interests of the working class and the 
nation. 

Every step forward of our revolution and our people 
is a success won by Marxism-Leninism, the invincible 
revolutionary doctrine, the shining truth of the new era. 

It is the immense triumph of the invincible militant 
unity of our toiling people and our entire natiou in 
their struggle for independence and freedom, for 
socialism. 

The achievements recorded by the Vietnamese revo­
lution over the past forty years are closely associated 
with the progress of the world revolution in the 
new era - the era of t ransition from capitalism to 
socialism on a world scale - which began with the 
great Ru.ssian October Revolution ; with the magnificent 
victory of the Soviet Union over the German-Italian­
Japanese fascist coalition; with the splendid success 
of the Chinese revolution ; with the overwhelm­
ing superiority of the socialist camp, the decisive 
factor in the evolution of human society ; with the 
powerful national liberation movement, the intense 
struggle of the working class anq toiling people in tl:i.e 
capitalist countries, and with the democratic and 
peace movement sweeping the world. 

Before attaining those glorious achievements, our 
Party and people have had to faoe countless hardships 

15 
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and trials. Under the Party's banner , how many cadres 
and Par ty members, civilians and fighters, have laid 
down their lives, displaying the heroic spirit of the 
vanguard class and the nation, and evincing boundless 
loyalty to the fatherland, t o the cause of the people's 
liberation, and to ever-victorious Marxism-Leninism ! 
Those examples of heroism will live for ever with 
our people , our Party, with the present generation 
and all generations to come. 

On this anniversary day so full of meaning, our 
hearts are filled with infinite sorrow : our venerated 
and beloved Pre.,ident Ho Chi Minh is no more. 

Our entire Party and our entire people feel eternal 
gratitude to our great leader. 

President Ho Chi Minh was the first man to sow the 
seeds of Marxism-Leninism on Vietnamese soil, causing 
the Vietnamese revolution to blossom and bear fruit. 
He spent much effort training a host of elite cadres 
for our Party and devoted his care and energy to 
building it into a united, unified and solid whole. Found­
ed, led, and forged and tempered by President Ho 
Chi Minh, the teacher of the Vietnamese revolution, 
the great national hero, and the outst~nding interna­
tionalist militant, our Party became at an early date a 
new-type party of the working class, a party with a 
great wealth of experience and a splendid record of 
struggle. 

Every step forward of our people and our Party 
over the past forty years was bound up with the infin­
itely active and noble revolutionary life of President 

J fi 
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Ho Chi Minh. The work of hi$ life and the achieve­
ments of our people and our Party make up the 
immortal epic of the Vietnamese revolution. 

President Ho Chi Minh is .the great leader of the 
·Party and the great leader of our nation. He embodies 
the ciose union of the ideal of independence and free­
dom with that of socialism and communism, of ardent 
patriotism with genuine proletarian internationalism. 

He represents the essence of the spiritual values of 
our people all along their 4,000 - year history. In him, 
the best qualities of our nation are blended with 
Marxism-Leninism, the ideological peak of mankind 
in our times. 

President Ho Chi Minh's life is as pure as light. It 
sets a magnificent example of unflinching revolution­
ary resolve, determination to safeguard independence 
and sovereignty, humanity and deep love of the people, 
total dedication to the public interest and complete 
selflessness, modesty and simplicity. 

President Ho Chi Minh's lofty mind and noble 
virtues wil I for ever remain a source of spiritual 
enlightenment and moral uplift for us. His resplendent 
banner will for ev.er show us the way to march forward. 

2-VR 17 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

THE PEOPLE' S NATIONAL 

DEl\'IOCUATIC UEVOLUTION 

• 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)I 

PHOBLEMS 01', 

RE \ .O LUTIONARY STRATEGY 

In the light of Marxism-Leninism, our Party, as soon 

as it came into existence, bad a clear and complete 

conception of the necessary path of development of the 

Vietna mese revolution. In its Political Theses of r930, it 

pointed out that the Vietnamese revolu tion must go 

through two stages: first, the national democratic 

revolution , then a direct passage to socialist revolution, 

bypassing the stage of capitalist development, 

the ultimate aim of the Pa rty being the realization of 

communism. Guided by this programme, the Party has 

worked out a concrete line for each period and led the 

people through successive stages beset with difficulties, 

hardships and complexities, to t he present glorious 

triumph. 
The French colonialists having conquered our country, 

we lost our independence, freedom, our right to live and 

even our national cultw·e, which had taken shape in the 

course of thousands of years of history. To drive out 

the imperialist aggressors , liberate the nation, win back 

independence and freedom for the fatherland, bring 

the people a decent standard of living and happiness, 

and restore the cultural and spirit~al values of the 

21 
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Vietnamese man - such was the deepest aspiration of 
all Vietnamese patriots. 

But that na tional aspiration was thwarted by the 
imperialist aggressors, and in league with them was the 
feudal class. That collusion between imperialism and 
feudalism is the characteris tic feature of the colonial 
regime. That is why the contradiction between our 
people and aggressive imperialism is t ied up with that 
opposing them to the feudal regime, the prop of imperi­
alist rule and exploitation. And so tile an ti-imper ialist 
task cannot be separated from the anti-feudal task. 
The national liberation revolution must necessar ily 
h ave a democrati c content. 

At a ll times, a genuine national movement must 
a lways include a definite democratic content, for any 
class wishing to regain national sovereignty or to 
"become a nation by itself " cannot but satisfy 
cer tain democratic claims of the popular masses, the 
forces which decide the victory of the national 
movement. 

Our coun try is au agricultural one, with 90% of its 
population made up of peasants. Imperialism relies on 
feudalism to exploit our people, essentia lly the peasant ­
ry. That is why to liberate the nation means first and 
foremost and essentially to li berate the peasants. 
Democracy here means fi rst and foremost and 
essentially democracy for the peasants. The eager 
aspiration o f the peasants is tha t the nation 
should be independent and the tillers sh ould h ave land, 
and that they should be freed from the twofold oppres­
sion of imperialism and feudalism. They can only 
escape from oppression and exploitation at the hands 

22 
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of the landlords if imperialism, the defender and 

protector of feudalism, and at the same time the 

worst enemy of our nation and of the peasantry, is 

toppled. To free the peasants from the yoke imposed 

on them by the feudal landlords, to bring them land, 

such is the basic content of the democratic revolution: 

at the same time, to do so is to meet the exigencies of 

the cause of national liberation, for " the national 

problem in the colonial countries is in essence a peasant 

problem. " 
Holding firm and aloft the national and democratic 

banner with the two strategic slogans" National Inde­

pendence " and " Land to the Tillers " , our Party has 

succeeded in making large masses of the peasantry 

follow the lead of the working class, mobilizing other 

popular strata and taking them along with the workers 

and peasants to the battleground of the anti-imperi­

alist and anti-feudal struggle. In the course of the 

revolution, basing ourselves on an analysis of 

concrete class relations and the possibility of dividing 

the ranks of our imperialist and feudal foes, we have 

embodied those strategic tasks in concrete objectives 

suited to each period in order to concentrate the fire of 

the revolution on the most dangerous enemy at the 

moment. How~ver , in all periods, the concrete objectives 

and political tasks set forth by the Party have at 

bottom comprised both the national and the democra­

tic content and been closely bound up with both the 

anti-imperialist and the anti-feudal tasks. 

After the August Revolution, during the war of 

resist ance against the French colonialists, while direct­

ing the spearhead of the revolution essentially against 

23 
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the imperialist aggressors and their agents, the Party step 
by step carried out the tasks of the agrarian revolution. 
In 1953, as tlle war of resistance entered a most decisive stage, the Party mobilized the masses for a drastic 
reduction of land rent and for land reform, in implemen­
tation of the watchword "Land to the Tillers". Thanks 
to this, the spirit and power of resistance of millions 
of peasants were strongly roused, the worker-peasant alliance was reinforced, the people's power and the 
National United Front were strengthened, the fighting 
ability of the people's army rose at an unprecedented 
rate, and all activities of the resistance were impelled 
forward. This drive decisively contributed to the great 
Dien Bien Phu victory. To carry out land reform while 
the war of resist ance was going on was a very judicious 
policy of our Party, one with a creative character. 

At present, the invincible strength of the revolution 
in South Viet Nam is due to the fact that the Southern 
people, whose bulk is made up of over ten million 
peasants, have been given genuine national and demo­
cratic rights by the revolution, and that the Southern 
revolution has, in an imaginative way, coupled the two t asks, the national and the democratic, in the struggle 
against the neo-colonialism of the American impe­
rialists. 

What characterizes neo-colonialisrn is the £act that 
it is effected not through di rect administration by the 
imperia lists, but through a servile native regime representing the interests of the feudal landlord class 
and the comprador bourgeoisie witli a" national demo­cratic" cloak. Under these circumstances, the revolu­
tion cannot but vigorously attack the puppet regime 

24-
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to topple it and knock down the prop used by imperi­
alism to practise neo-colonialism. By overthrowing the 
Ngo Dinh Diem administration, the people of the South 
dealt a mortal blow at the American imperialists' neo­
colonialism, triggering off a period of unending crisis 
for the puppet regime. In mid-1956, refusing to accep t 
defeat and mulishly persisting in their design, the 
American imperialists massively introduced American 

1 
t roops into South Viet Nam in the hope of retrieving 
the situation. But the South Vietnamese people, far 
from stepping back, resolutely marched forward and 
concentrated the blazing fire of the people's war on 
the American aggressive troops, at the same time 
continuing to strike hard blows at the puppet army 
and administration. Fighting both the Americans and 
their puppets, until "the Americans quit and the 
puppets topple"; the people of the South, fired by their 
victories, are rushing forward, resolved to achieve 
at all costs their immediate fundamental objective: 
an independent, democratic, peaceful, neutral and 
prosperous South Viet Nam, and the ultimate peaceful 
reunification of the country. 

While struggling shoulder to shoulder with our South­
ern fellow-countrymen with a view to bringing the na­
tional democratic revolution to completion, our people 
in the North, under the leadership of the Party, set about 
building socialism as early as 1954, after the victory of 
t he war of resistance against the French colonialists. 
This is in strict implementation of the first program­
me of the Party, in conformity with the irresistible 
trend of the national liberation movement in our t imes, 
When national democratic revolutions proceed direct to 

25 
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socialist revolutions, bypassing the stage of capitalist 
development. This is the only way guaranteeing 
complete victory for the national liberation cause, 
genuine independence, and uninterrupted progress and 
prosperity for the peoples hitherto kept in backward­
ness by the yoke of imperialism and colonialism. 

The socialist revolution which has been going on for 
the last ten years and more has reaped o!}lyinitial results 
as yet. But these results are none the less extremely 
important: they have changed and are changing 
the face of the North in a fundamental way in all fields : 
political, economic, social and cultural, turning the 
North into an ever stronger base for the completion of 
the national democratic revolution throughout the coun­
try. By building socialism, completely frustrating the 
war of destruction waged by the American imperialists, 
fulfilling the duties of the great rear area to the great 
fight ing front in the resistance to American aggression, 
for national salvation, our people are supplying a vivid 
illustration of the greatest truth of our times, namely 
that in the present era national independence, demo­
cracy, and soc ialism are inseparable. 

Over one hundred years ago, Marxism came into 
being with a rousing battle cry: "Workers of all 
count r ies, unite ! " 

Developing Marxism in the era of imperialism, when 
capitalism had not only become an intolerable yoke 
on the proletariat and the toiling people of the" mother 
countries " but had also clamped the fetters of servi­
tude on the colonial peoples, Lenin called out : 
"\Vorkers of all countries and oppressed peoples, 

26 
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uni te! " The strength of this strategic watchword lies 
in the fact that it points out that in the present era, 
t he revolution aimed at overthrowing capitalism and 
t aking mankind to socialism can only carry the day 
by associating in one single drive the struggle put up 
by the proletariat in all countries and that waged by 
the colonial peoples against imperialism: that the 
battle for national liberation, independence and democ­
racy fought by the people of colonial and dependent 
countries can only end in total victory if it becomts 
part and parcel of the world proletarian revolution, 
in conformity with the necessary trend of development 
of human society in the present era: advance to social­
ism. As President Ho Chi Minh asserted: " Only social­
ism, only communism, can free the oppressed nations 
and the toiling people of the world from servitude. " 1 

As capitalism sinks into its final decay, the problems 
of national independence and democracy do not rest 
solely with the people of colonial and dependent coun­
tries but are also the responsibility of the communist 
and workers' parties in developed capitalist countries 
in the struggle for socialism and communism. Indeed, 
at present the monopoly capitalists holding sway in 
those countries have sold out and arc selling out 
nationa l sovereignty piecemeal to the American impe­
rialists, the international capitalist organizations, and 
the supra-na tional aggressive military blocs, while 
intensifying the exploitation and oppression of the 
working class and labouring people in their own 

1 Ho Ch i Minh, Sel ected f,Vor/,s (in Vietnamese), Su T hat 

Pub. House, Hanoi, 1960, p.794. 
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respective countries, curta iling an<l even in many 
instances t rampling upon a ll democratic liberties, be 
they but bourgeois democratic liberties. For tliis reason 
the Communists now must seize hold of the national 
democratic banner and march forward, as pointed out 
by Stalin. 

To hold high the national and democratic banner and 
advance direct to socialism, bypassing the stage of 
capitalist development: this s trategic line of our Party 
has been proved to be wholly cor rect by the realities 
of the Vietnamese revolut ion over the past forty years 
and of the world revolution as well. The victory of 
the Vietnamese revolution· is the victory of Marxism­
Leninism appl ied in a creative manner to the condi­
tions of a colonial and semi-feudal country. 

* 

Thanks to its judicious line, our Party has succeeded 
in rallying r0und it a ll patriotic classes and strata 
and build ing a strong and large revolutionary army 
fighting for the liberation of the nation and the 
people. 

The first crucial problem of the revolution is to 
correctly and fu lly asser t the leading role of the work­
£ng class. Because of its economic, political, and his­
torical position, the working class lias become the 
representative of the pro3ress of human society in our 
epoch , the only class capable of elevat ing the toiling 
people to masterhood of their destiny . Although young 
in age and s mall in number, the Vietnamese proletariat 

28 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

is a very resolutely revolutionary class. Born before 
the Vietnamese national bourgeoisie came into exist­
ence, it had hardly grown up when it absorbed the 
revolutionary light of Marxism-Leninism and quickly 
became a conscious political force, unified throughout 
the three parts - North, Centre, a nd South - of the 
country. Sprung from the pauperized toiling peasantry, 
its close ties with the I atter created favourable con­
ditions for the setting up of a firm worker-peasant 
alliance. Furthermore, the Vietnamese working class 
entered the political arena at a time when the great 
Russian October Revolution had scored a triumph 
which reverberated throughout the five continents and 
when in neighbouring China, after the treason of 
the bourgeois ie, the Chinese proletariat had stepped 
forward and taken hold of the national democratic 
banner. This historical background added lustre to the 
political prestige of the Vietnamese proletariat. The 
above-mentioned traits gave the latter an immense 
strength and moral ascendancy which helped it win a 
pre-eminent position and take over the leadership of 
the Vietna mese revolution aft er the failure of the 
Yen Bai insurrection. 1 

President Ho Chi Minh said : " The worMng cl 1iss 

is the most courageous and revolutionary class, 
which unflinchingly and fearlessly stands up to the 
imperialists and colonialist s. Armed with a vanguard 
revolutionary doctrine and the experience of the inter­
national proletarian movement, our working class has 

1 Insurrection staged by the Quoc Dau Dang nationalist 
party in February 1930. (T r. ) 
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proved itself to be the most deserving and trustworthy 
leader of the Vietnamese people. " 1 The reason why 
our Party has steered a correct political course through­
out all periods and has led the Vietnamese revolu­
tion from one victory to another is because it holds 
firm to the stand of the working class and has a 
thorough grasp of Marxism-Leninism, the revolutionary 
doctrine of the working class. 

Besides the working class, the leading one, the 
peasantry is the most active opponent of imperialism 
and feudalism. The peasants make up the majority of 
our population and the greatest force in the national 
democratic revolution. That is why to make them 
follow the lead of the working class, develop their great 
revolutionary potential to the utmost, and build the 
worker-peasant alliance is the basic condition ensuring 
victory to the revolution. 

Being a strategic principle of Marxism -Leninism, a 
universal necessity for all revolutions led by the pro­
letariat, the problem of the worker-peasant alliance 
assumes particular importance in such a country as 
ours. Under the colonia l and semi-feudal regime, the 
proletariat of our country, though small in size, dis­
played a strength which far outstripped its numbers, 
for besides following a correct revolutionary course, it 
had won over a natural ally, an extremely reliable one, 
who was possessed of powerful forces and high revolu­
tionary mettle: the peasantry. Immediately after 
coming into existence, our Party was able to establish 

1 Ho Chi Minh, Selacted Works (in Viet namese), S ,, That 
Pub. House, Hanoi , 1960, p .769. 
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itself as the leader of the revolution for it had succeed­
ed in building a worker -peasant alliance at an early 
date. The reason why the political prestige of our Par­
ty and its leadership of the revolution are absolute 
and indisputable is because they stem from the invin­
cible strength of the Party's grassroots masses, the 
worker-peasant masses. 

In the present era, a movement for social emanci -
pation, for national liberation, can only be truly 
revolutionary when its core is made up of the workers 
and peasants, when it develops with the power of the 
worker-peasant a lliance and under the leadership of 
the working class. lf revolution is the work of the 
masses, then in the conditions prevailing in such a 
country as ours, a truly revolutionary movement must 
be one whose main force includes two components: the 
workers and the peasants. Only by realizing a worker­
peasant alliance and relying on that firm foundation 
will the party of the working class be able to broaden 
the ranks of the revolution to include other classes 
and strata with a national and democratic leaning. 
There can be no National United Front without the 
worker-peasant alliance. Our people's democratic State 
born of the August Revolution reflects broad national 
union, but _it is first and foremost a worker-peasant 
power under the leadership of the working class. 
This explains why the people's democratic State could 
set about discharging the responsib~litie.s of the dicta­
torship of the proletariat immediately after the basic 
completion of the national democratic revolution m 
the North, without havmg to g0 through another 
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polit ical revolution. Without the worker-peasant al­
liance, one cannot proceed to the socialist revolution, 
bypassing the stage of capitalist development. Like­
wise, the revolutionary army, a very importan t instru­
ment of violence in the national democratic revolu tion 
in our country, can only be a worker-peasant army, a 
pro iuct of the working class and the peasantry, put 
under the direct and absolute leadership of our Party, 
the party of the working class . 

And so, to have the Party, the vanguard of the 
working class , and to have the worker peasant alliance 
mean to h ave everything. In the chain of factors 
ei1suring victory for the Vietnamese revolution, one 
must give first prominence to the leadership of the party 
of the working class and the role Played by the worker­
peasant alliance. 

Unlike the peasantry in many other countries, the 
Vietnamese peasants never followed the lead of the 
national b,)urgeoisie, which was weak economically 
and flabby poli tically. It was because their revolution­
ary ardour and aspirations went far beyond the 
bounds within reach of the bourgeoisie. The peasantry 
is highly revolutionary but cannot lead the revolution, 
for it does not represent any distinctive mode of pro­
duc tion and has ne ither an independent political 
position nor an ideology of its own. In the national 
democratic revolution in our country, it can only go 
with and be guided by the working class. It cannot 
even ca rry out the agrarian revolution by itself. In the 
bourgeois democratic revolution of the old type, 
the land problem could only be solved m 
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agreement with the line and the interests of the bour­

geoisie. In the new democratic revolution, the agrarian 

revolution mus t be carried out under the leadership of 

the proletariat, according to its standpoint and its line . 

Only t hen arc the peasant ry's basic interests, both 

immediate and long-range, satisfied. Only by being 

t he companion of the working class will the peasantry 

become an immense force. While the strength of the 

working class is increased severalfold for having a 

great ally, the peasantry, it should also be understood 

that the latter 's power can only b0 brought into full 

p lay in alliance with and under the guidance of the 

working class. 

Our Party is the party of the working class ; its 

political line reflects the st and and viewpoint of the 

working class, and has answered the peasantry 's 

cager aspirations and vital interests. For this reason, 

over the past for ty years, the peasant masses have 

faithfully followed the lead of the party of the work­

ing class, making the worker-peasant alliance ever 

firm er and stronger. The Vietnamese revolution proves 

that a revolutionary movement that adheres to the 

line of the working class, of Marxism-Leninism, and 

has the worker-peasant alliance as its mighty main 

force is bound to triumph, no matter how powerfu1 

i ts foes and how numerous the trials and dangers it 

may haYe to face. 

Throughout all per iods of the national democratic 

r evolution, on the s trength of a fir m worker-peasant 

alliance, our Party has brought together all patriotic 

and progressive popular strata, united all national~ties 
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within the country, a ll religious communities, all forces 
t hat could be rallied: it has won over all forces op­
posed to the common enemy of the nation, brought 
into existence a broad National United Front, neutral­
ized all forces that could be neutralized, and directed 
the spearhead of the revolution at the imperialist 
aggressors and their agents. The successes achieved by 
the revolution cannot be d issociated from the correct 
Front policy pursued by our Par ty . 

Experience bas shown that in carrying out the 
Front policy one must guard against and oppose both 
the rightist and " leftist " tendencies. 

The Front is a unity of opposites which includes 
various classes in league with each other on the basis 
of a definite common programme of struggle. That is 
why one cannot conceive of a classless Front. A prin­
cipled line requires that one should view and solve all 
problems related to the Front policy from a class 
stand. There are classes with essentially similar 
interests: there also exist classes whose interests are 
linked together only to a certain extent. Each class, 
for the sake of its own interests and of the common 
interest, joins forces with other classes within the Front. 
Moreover, the common interest itself is viewed by each 
class from its own angle. For the proletariat, on 
account of its h istorical position, i ts class interests 
and the common national interest are completely at 
one. But for the other classes, their respective interests 
and the common national interest converge in some:; 
respects, but diverge in others. For this reason, while 
maintaining unity and s_triving to strengthen it, there 
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must necessarily be a struggle between the viewpoints 
of the various members of ttie Front , who represent 
d ifferent classes. One-sided unity, unaccompanied by 
struggle, in practice leads to the disruption of unity 
and the liquidation of the Front. If one knows how to 
conduct a principled struggle, i.e. one that is based on 
the common political programme and aimed at imple­
menting it, far from breaking up unity and weakening 
the Front, one will have done the only thi.ng that could 
strengthen unity and consolidate the Front. 

' Being the leader of the revolution and the author of 
a political line that fully represents the common nation­
al iuterest, our Party has naturally been recognized 
as the leader of the Front. The interest of the revolu­
tion and that of the nation require that one should 
constantly enhance and consolidate the leading role of 
the Party within the Front, firmly maintain the 
Party's independent political line and organization, 
and oppose all tendencies to downgrade the Party's 
role and to dissolve the Party in the Front. The key 
to firmly maintaining the Party's leadership within 
t he F ront and strengthening the latter is to ceaselessly 
reinforce the worker-peasant alliance. Without the 
worker-peasant alliance as its firm foundation, there 
can be no genuine national democratic Front, nor is it 
possible to broaden it. 

The petty bourgeoisie in such a former colonial 
country as ours evinces great revolutionary ardour. 
In particular, the various strata of intellectuals and 
students are fervently patriotic and eager to safeguard 
the nation's fine cultural traditions and to restore the 
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noble spirit ual values of the Vietnamese man which 
have been contemned by the imperia lists and feudalists. 
They have proved to be history-conscious and a live to 
the trend of even ts. A.wakened and stimulated by the 
revolutionary upsu rge of the workers and peasants, 
t hey h 1.ve joine ! the revolutionary ranks in growing 
numbers and played an important role in the people's 
struggle, especially in the towns and cities . 

The national bourgeoisie, builied by imperialism, 
is also patriotic in some respects. To the national 
struggle for liberation it has made some contributio~. 
At present, capita lism, which has proved to be utterly 
outmoded historically , has displayed its odious 
reactionary features r ight on our soil, either in the 
form of old or new colonialism. Socialism is more 
and more obviously the inevitable trend of development 
of human society . In this historical context and in 
face of the powerful revolutionary movement of the 
masses and the great achievements of the revolution, 
a certain number of intellectuals sprung from the 
national bourgeoisie and even some national bourgeois, 
their children in particular, have become conscious of the 
trend of the times and gr adually shown a fundamental 
shift in their stand ; step by step they have gone over 
t o the side of the workers and peasants and followed 
the road of nationa l independence and democracy of 
the new era. 

Relying on the basic forces, the workers and peasants, 
and in each period making an accurate appraisal of 
the changes happening in class relations, singling out 
the most dangerous foe to be overthrown, our Party 
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has ' applied extremely flexible tactics, unceasingly 

broadened the National United Front and drawn ever 

more new forces into the Front's organizations or into 

various forms of joint action aimed at some immediate 

concrete objective of the revolution. 

While carrying out that Front policy, our Party has 

never failed to take the ittmost advantage of the contradic­

t1:ons within the ranks of the enemy, and divide and isolate 

them to the greatest extent in order to weaken their position 

and influence, increase the strength of the revolution 

to the highest degree, and pave the way for its advance. 

To turn to account the internal conflicts of the 

enemy is one of the problems of strategic significance 

in the proletarian revolution. 

The inevitable collapse of capitalism and its 

replacement by socialism will result from the struggle 

waged by the proletariat to topple it and also from 

the internal contradictions within the capitalist system 

of production and within the bourgeoisie, which sap 

the capitalist regime. 

To work out the strategy of the world revolution 

in the era of imperialism, Leninism started from 

three fundamental contradictions : that between the 

proletariat and capital, tha t between the oppressed 

nations and imperialism, and that between the impe­

r ialists themselves. After the October Revolution, 

::mother fundamental antagonism has appeared , that 

between two world systems : t he socialist and the 

capitalist. The evolution of these contradictions 

as a whole creates the relation of forces between 

revolution and counter-revolut ion on a world scale. 

37 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

The Communists never harbour any illusions, and 
never passively wait for what may come out of con­
tradictions within the enemy's ranks. Moreover, we 
are aware that in face of action by the people, the 
hostile forces are wont to strive t o patch up their 
quarre ls in the hope of " closing their ranks" against 
the revolution. But there is a more fundamental truth: 
"Capitalist property d isintegrated them, transformed 
them from allies into savage beasts. " 1 

Far from pinning our hopes on the antagonisms 
within the enemy's ranks, we are fully aware that the 
development of these contradictions and the extent to 
which they may be capitalized are in t he last analysis 
determined by the real st rength of the revolution. The 
experience of all genuinely popular revolutions shows 
that the stronger the revolutionary forces grow and 
the higher the revolutionary tide rises, the more the 
enemy's ranks are rent by contradictions and are likely 
to split : u ltimately, the time comes when these con­
flicts have grown so exacerbated as t o render all com­
promise impossible between the various enemy factions 
and constitute one of the unmistakable signs ofripeness 
of the revolutionary situation ; the revolution then 
breaks out and the enemy's rule is toppled in decisive 
battles. 

One trait of the revolution in our country is the 
fact that it has always had to face a powerful impe­
rialist foe and, on many occasions, to cope with not 
one but several enemies at a time. In such circum­
stances, our Par ty has applied in a creative manner 

I. Len in, Collected Works, Vol.30, Progress Publishers, 
Moscow 1965, p. 448 . 
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this shrewd recommendation of Lenin: " The more 

powerful enemy can be vanquished only by exerting 

the utmos t effort, and by the most thorough, careful, 

attentive, skilful and obligatory use of any, even the 

smallest, r ift between the enemies ( ... ) and also by 

taking advantage of any, even the smallest, opportu­

nity of winning a mass ally, even though this ally is 

temporary, vacilla ting, unstable, unreliable and con­

ditional. " 1 

With a view to making capital of the enemy's inter­

nal contradictions, dividing and isolating them, our 

Par ty, while holding firm to principles, has used 

various tactics in a very flexible and clever way. Be­

fore the August Revolution, our Party took extremely 

timely advantage of the mortal conflict between tl,e 

Japanese and the French in order to give a great 

impulse to the anti-} apanese resistance for national 

salvation, and after the Japanese surrender, led the 

people to seize the opportunity and stage a victorious 

general insurrection. After the August Revolution, 

when the revolutionary power was still in its infancy, 

w~1en we were facing serious dangers created by inter­

nal and external foes, when the situation could be 

likened to a " thousand-pound weight hanging by a 

hair " , our Party, headed by President Ho Chi Minh, 

thanks to an extremely clear-sighted political line, a t 

the same time rigorous in principle and flexible in 

tactics, tided the country over countless seemingly 

insuperable difficulties. We would at one time reach a 

temporary compromise with Chiang Kai-shek in order 

1. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol.31, Progress Publishers , 

Moscow 1966, p . 70-71 . 
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to get our hands free to cope with the French coloni­
alists, a t another time do the same with the French in 
order to drive out the Chiang Kai-shck troops and wipe 
out the reactionaries, their agents , thus gaining time 
to consolidate our forces and prepare for a nationwide 
resistance to French colonialist aggression, which the 
Party knew was inevitable. Those extremely perspica­
cious moves will go down in the history of the revolu­
tion in our country as magnificent examples of the 
Leninist tactics of exploiting contradictions within the 
enemy's ranks and granting concessions while holding 
firm to principles. 

Boundless loyalty to the revolutionary cause, iron 
resolve to liberate the nation and the people, firm 
reliance on the strength of the masses, all these vir tues 
being combined with especia l politica l sagacity and 
flair-such is what is required for a creative and 
effective application of this strategic principle: to 
capitalize the enemy's internal contradictions so as 
to ceaselessly take the revolution forward to new 
positions. 
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PRINClPLES AND METHOD., FOH 

REYOL(j'flOi'\AH.Y ACTION 

In order to bring the revolution to victory, the 

thing of primary importance is to correctly determine 

the general orientation and strategic objective and the 

specific orientation and objective for each period. But 

of no less importance than defining the orientation and 

objective is the problem, once such decisions have been 

made, of how to carry them into effect : what road 

to follow ? what forms to adopt ? what measures to 

use? Experience shows that a revolutionary movement 

may mark time, or even fail, not because of the lack of 

clearly-defined orientations and objectives but essen­

tially because there have been 110 appropriate principles 

and methods for revolutionary action . 
Methods for revolutionary action arc aimed at de­

feating the enemy of the revolution, and this in the 

most advantageous way, so that the revolution may 

attain its ends as quickly as possible. Here, besides 

courage, one also needs wisdom ; this is not only a 

science, but also an art. 
No other field requires from the revolutionary a 

higher creative spirit than that of the methods for 
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revolutionary action. Revolution is creation ; without 
imagination and im·cn tiveness, a revolution cannot suc­
ceed. There has never been and will never be a uni­
que formula, one that is suited to all circumstances 
and all times, for making a revolution. One given 
method may be adapted to a certain country but unfit 
for another; a correct one in certain times and under 
certain circumstances, it may be erroneous in other 
times and circumstances . All depends on concrete his­
torical conditions. Lenin said : "Manism demands an 
absolutely histol'ical examination of the question of the 
forms of struggle. To t reat this question apar t from 
the concrete historical situation betrays a failure to 
understand the rudiments of dialectical mater ialism. 
( ... ) To a ttempt to answer yes or no to the question 
whether any particula r means of struggle should be 
used, without making a detailed examination of the 
concrete situation of the given movement at the given 
stage of its development, means completely to aban­
don the Marxist position. " 1 

A method, a form of struggle can only be consider­
ed the best and most judicious one when it fully sa­
tisfies the requirements of a given concrete situation, 
when it is wholly suited to the conditions in which it 
is applied, when it makes it possible to put on their 
mettle the revolutionary and progressive forces and 
rouse them to action, when it permits a thorough 
exploitation of the enemy's weaknesses, and for all 
these reasons, is likely to bring about the greatest 
successes possible, given the relation of forces pre­
vailing a t the moment. 

1 Lenin, Collected Works , \"ol. II, Progress P ublishers, Mos­
cow 1965, p. 214 
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As a result of more than a century of revolutionary 

struggle, the international proletariat has amassed a 

great wealth of precious experience. If one has mas­

tered the concrete historical point of view and takes 

the peculiar traits of one ·s country into full account, 

then the more one knows about the revolutionary ex­

perience gained in other countries, the greater the 

possibility for revolutionary inventiveness in one's own 

country. While carrying on the struggle, our Party 

knows how to enrich its fund of revolutionary know­

ledge and ceaselessly develop its imagination and skill 

in political leadership, not only by constantly asse!"s­

ing. summing up and impro\"ing upon the experience 

gained by our own revolution but also t hrough atten­

tive, careful and selective study of the revolutionary 

experience acquired in other countries, full attention 

being paid to the specific conditions of the Vietnam­

ese revolution. 

It is a matter of principle that, either in day-to­

day policies or in the practice of revolutionary 

struggle, no matter in what way and under what cir­

cumstances, a revolutionary sh ould never lose sight of 

the final goal. To consider the fight for small day-to-day 

gains and immediate targets as " everything " while 

looking upon the final goal as "nothing", " to sacri­

fice the future of the movement to the present " , is to 

display the worst kind of opportunism, which can 

only result in the popular masses being held in eternal 

servitude. 

However, it is by no means sufficient to compre­

hend the final objective. While firmly keeping in mind 
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the revolutionary goal, the art of revolutionary leader­
ship lies in knowing how to win step by step, in jitdi­
cious fashion . Revolution is the work of the milli0ns 
of people of the popular masses, who stand up to 
overthrow the ruling classes, these classes command­
ing a colossal machinery of violence together with 
other material and spiritual means. That is why a 
revolution is always a long-drawn process. From the 
init ial steps t o t he final end, a revolution must of 
necessity go through many stages of struggle 
beset with difficu lties and complexities and full of 
twists and bends, in order t o clear one obstacle after 
another and gradually change the relation of forces 
between the revolu tion and the counter-revolution, 
unt il overwhelming superiority is achieved vis-a-vis 
the ruling classes. To push the enemy back and wrest 
one success after another for the revolu tion, and pro­
ceed to inflict total defeat on the enemy and secure 
complete victory for the revolution-such is a law of 
revolutionary struggle. 

For those reasons, on the long road leading to the 
final goal, one should never fail to give due considera ­
tion to the concrete conditions in which the battle 
is fought in each given period : On the side of the 
revolution, when and in what circumstances are the 
masses going into action ? In what way are the various 
social forces arrayed ? On the other side, what are the 
enemy's strong and weak points? How is he manceu­
vring and with what aims in mind ? Lenin used to 
demand that the Communists should pay unflagging 
attention to and view wit h the greatest objectivity 
not only t he situation at home but also all elements 
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of the world's economy and politics, all class fo rces 
both within the country and throughout the world 
and the relationships between those forces. Failing 
full notice of all these factors of concrete moving 
reality, a revolutionary may at best perceive the 
ultimate objective of the struggle but he will have 
no command over the means to achieve it ; he will 
not find the ways, methods, and practical measures 
to reach that goal, and so will be liable to commit 
serious blunders in his strategic and tactical guidan,:e 
of the revolution. 

To know h ow to win step by step in judicious manner 
means, in given t imes and under given circumstances, 
to know how to set the most appropriate concrete 
objectives and, on the strength of objective laws, direct 
the fight in such a way as to achieve the maximum 
success, paving the way for further advances of the 
revolution and opening up the surest prospects for 
ultimate victory. 

Such steps have been taken by our revolution. 
The triumph of the August Revolution would not 
have been pos~ible had it not been preceded by the 
1930-193r and 1936-1939 movements and the patriotic 
wave of 1940-1945. 

The greatest achievement of the 1930-1931 move­
ment-a gain that the subsequent atrocious white ter ror 
by the imperialists and feudalists fai led to obliterate­
lies in the fact that it asser ted in practice the claim and 
ability of the proletariat, represented by our Party, t o 
assume leadership of the revolution, and t hat it infused 
into the peasantryunsh akablefaith in the proletariat and 
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at the same time inspired the worker-peasant masses 
with confidence in their immense revolutionary sta­
mina. On the other hand, while bearing out the sound­
ness of the revolutionary line of the proletariat and 
the huge revolutionary capabilities of the workers. 
and peasants, it a lso exposed the adventurism, refor­
mism, tendency to compromise, vacillations and half­
heartedness of the national bourgeoisie and petty 
bourgeoisie at the same time as it laid bare the ex­
_tremely reactionary nature of the landlord class and 
comprador bourgeoisie before our entire people. That 
was the first successfu~ step with a decisive significance 
with regard to the whole subsequent development of 
the revolution. In fact , had it not been for the earth­
shaking class batt les of the years r930-r93r, when 
the workers and peasants displayed extraordinary 
revolutionary energy, the upsurge of 1936-1939 would 
not have been possible. 

A per iod such as the years 1936-1939, when legal and 
semi - legal actions were coupled with clandestine and 
illegal activities, is seldom seen in a colonial 
country. When the Popular Front came to power in 
France, the Party viewed this as a favourable occasion 
for pushing the revolution one step forward, and the 
reason why it was able to turn the opportunity to 
account was because it had built solid, fundamental 
corn bat positions as early as the years 1930 - 1931. 
Acting upon Lenin's recommendation : "Concrete polit­
ical aims must be set in concrete circumstances," I 

1 Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 9, P rogress P ublishers, 
Moscow 1965, p. 86. 
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the Party set as immediate tasks for the 1936- 1939 
period the struggle against the reactionary coloniafats 
(not yet the overthrow of the colonialist rule as a 
whole), against fascism and war, for democratic 
liberties, a decent standard of living, and peace. The 
Party was fully aware that those demands were by 
no means the final goal, that one could never 
radically change the old social order through reform, 
and that only by eventually standing up to smash 
the imperialist and feudalist rule through violence 
and win power for the people would the revolutionary 
objective be achieved. However, Lenin himself said 
that without the democratic liberties brought a.bout 
by the February Revolution (February 1917) it would 
have been difficult indeed to start the mass struggle 
of great scope and depth which led to the October 
Revolution. We may refer in similar terms to the 
effect of the 1936 - 1939 democratic movement upon 
the subsequent t riumph of t he August Revolution. 
It was a period of in tense mass agitation without 
precedent under F rench rule. Through a multitude of 
flexible and manifold forms of organization and activity~ 
including the utilization for our benefi t of " chambers 
of people's representatives" and " colonial councils" 
set up by the French colonialists, the Party mobilized 
and gave political education to millions of people, 
especially workers and peasants, in political struggles 
sweeping town and countryside, spreading from 
factories, plantations and mines to villages and 
hamlets, and creating conditions for leading the masses 
into new, fierce battles in the 1940-1945 period. 
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After the outbreak of the Second World War, the 
French colonialist s went down on their knees and 
offered Indochina to the J apanese fascists, and so a 
twofold yoke was put on our people's neck. The Party 
held that in that period, oppression, exploitation and 
war would rouse the people to ever more vigorous 
revolutionary ac tion and that the revolution would 
inevitably flare up. On President Ho Chi Minh's 
initia tive, it founded the Viet Minh Front with a view 
to bringing together the broadest range of national 
democratic forces ; at the same t ime it set about 
building revolutionary bases and the fi rst armed unit,, 
started a "fight the French, drive out the J apanese " 
movement, expanded guerilla warfare and multiplied 
partial insurrections. When, as foreseen by the Party, 
the Japanese tripped up the F rench; it took time by 
the forelock, made a quick shift and triggered off the 
movement to resist the Japanese and save the nation. 
This was a period of seething and vigorous mass 
mobilization, in which polit ical forces developed both 
in scope and in dep th in a ll areas-rural a nd urban, 
plain and h ill - forest - shoulder to shoulder with the 
armed forces, and all - round preparations were made 
for the forthcoming general insurrection . 

The glorious t riumph of the August Revolution was 
n ot only the resu lt of the national l iberat ion movement 

of t he 1940 - 1945 period but also the outcomf of a 
revolutionary process fostered and prepared through 
the two full-dress rehearsals of the years 1930 - 1931 
and 1936 - 1939. 

The revolutionary struggle unfolds without cease in 
all spheres of social life : political, economic, cultural. 
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Hence, to win step by step means in each arena 

of combat to m0bilize and organize the m ,i.5ses with a 

view to frustrating the enemy's successive policies and 

foiling every one of his schemes and manoeuvres ; to 

point out and attain a.t all costs all objectives that could 

be a ttained in a given period and a given battle, thereby 

impelling the movement forward and bringing it to a 

higher level. Nothing succeeds like success , and each 

success in a given field stimulates the struggle in 

other fields. Starting from scratch, the movement thus 

develops to an ever higher level, driving the enemy from 

pilh.r to post, consolidating its partial gains and 

unrelentingly expanding the revolutionary battlefield in 

a direction leading towa rds total victory. In the Viet­

namese revolution, the seizure of power shows this 

distinguishing feature of evolving from partial insur­

rections t o a general insurrection: this is indeed the 

application of the method of "winning step by step " 

to the specific condit ions of our revolution. 

In short, this method expresses the unity betwcrn 

steadiness of purpose and a clear-headed grasp of 

concrnte moving reality; it is the art of knowing how to 

combine in a dialectical way firmness of principle with 

flexibility of policy ; the art of applying to the work of 

revolutionary leadership the l aw of development from 

gradual changes to leaps. One must evince boldness 

and determination in setting new t asks and devising 

new plans ; one must be able to foresee, at le-a~t in a 

broad outline, tbe results of forthcoming actions and 

all possible t rends of development of the objective situ­

a tion. In practice new factors and new possibilities 
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keep emerging. and so one must take them into 
account for ch anging or correcting one's moves, and 
quickly working out new plans that would ensure 
that one's strategic and tactical guidance keep pace 
with the ever-changing situation. Only then can one 
fight one's way forward unflinchingly, going through 
gradual processes interspersed with ·1eaps, big and 
small, in the revolutionary movement and in the 
relation of forces, and heading for the crucial bound 
to final victory. 

Lenin firmly opposed subjectivism and voluntarism 
as well as all signs of political passivity. He required 
that the Communist parties should work ou t their 
policies and tactics by "combining full scientific luci­
dity in the analysis of the objective situation and its 
evolution with the most categorical recognition of the 
role played Dy the revolutionary energy, creativeness 
and initiative of the masses. " 1 

A revolution is not a coup d'Etat; it is not the 
upshot of plots. It is the work of the masses. Hence, 
to mobilize and rally the forces o/ the masses, to set itp and 
expand the political army o/ the revolution, ·is a fwnda­
mental, decisive problem. This task must he attended 
to in an unflagging and sustained way throughout 
all periods, both when no revolutionary situation has 
appeared as yet and when such a situation has arisen 
and grown mature. To this end, one must mingle with 
the masses_ in eve ryday life and be active wherever 
the masses are, even within enemy organizations ; one 

' Lenin, Collected W DYks (in R ussian), 4th edition, VoL 
I3, pp. ZI ,22. 
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must keep abreast of the situation both in the enemy's 
camµ and in ours, correctly appraise all schemes, 
moves, and capabilities of the enemy, accurately 
assess all changes happening in his ranks, and at the 
same time be fully aware of the state of mind, wishes 
and potential power of the masses. In this way one 
will be able to put forward appropriate slogans, both 
incisive and timely, which will rouse the broadest 
masses to action and take them from the lower to the 
higher forms of struggle, thereby ceaselessly height­
ening their political consciousness and building up the 
army of the revolution both in scope and in depth. 

Before the seizure of power and in the pursuit of 
that aim, the only weapon available to the revolution, 
to the masses, is organization. The hallmark of the 
revolutionary movement led by the proletariat is its 
high organizational standard. All activities aimed at 
bringing the masses to the point where they will rise 
up and topple the ruling classes may boil down to this : 
to organize, organize, organize. The purpose of political 
propaganda and agitation is indeed to organize the 
masses ; only by organizing them one way or another 
will conditions be created for educating them and build­
ing up the immense strength of the r evolution, for 
once organized, their power will increase one hun­
dredfold. It is for combat that the masses are organized; 
conversely, it is through combat that they are or­
ganized and educated and the forces of the revolution 
expanded. Therefore, propaganda, organization, and 
struggle mus t go hand in hand, the common purpose 
being to form and enlarge the political army of the 
masses in preparation for the decisive leap. 
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Throughout a ll periods, our Party has seized .i 11 
opportunities to organize the masses by all appropri­
ate measures and in all suitable forms. The Party 
knows how to get the masses interested in current 
politicai happenings, big or small, and rouse them to 
action so as to drive the enemy into confusion and 
passivity while building and expanding our own forces. 
Even when its activity requires the strictest secrecy, it 
has contrived all kinds of organizations with varied, 
broad, and flexible forms, aimed at rallying the 
masses fof revolutionary action and guiding them from 
the lower to the higher forms of struggle, thereby 
educating them and enlarging the revolutionai·y ranks. 
While always t aking illegal action as the foundation, 
the Party skilfully combines it with a ll possibilit ies 
for legal action. In a given situation, it may start an 
all-ou t drive for legality, not in order to deceive it­
self with any illusion about the "legal " road to power 
and engender such illusions among the masses, but 
with a view to giving a broader compass to the edu­
cation and mustering of the masses and amplify ing 
the influence of the revolution. In such moments, 
the Party must oppose hesitation and timorousness, 
just as it must guard against and combat legalism, 
the viola tion of the Party's principle of secrecy in 
organization, and the neglect of the work of building 
and expanding the Party and the core organiza tions of 
the masses, If one does not watch out for and fight 
legalism in time, it may lead to very dangerous conse­
quences, when there is a sudden shift in the situation, 
when the enemy attacks the revolution, and when the 
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Party has to effect a quick and complete change-over 

to illegal action. 

To organize and to struggle, to struggle and to or­

ganize, again to struggle ... One battle leads to anoth­

er, and once the masses have gone into battle, they 

will grow all the more politically conscious, and their 

own experience will open their eyes to the truth and 

teach them which way to act. Here we note ·the par­

ticular importance of slogans. The art of giving strate­

gic and tactical guidance to the revolution, and of 

directing a struggle as well, is shown first and fore­

most in sharp-edged and relevant slogans that keep 

pace with the situation. 

One should not hold the oversimplified view that 

economic slogans are reformist while only political 

ones are revolutionary. There may be political slogans 

with a reformist character, and economic ones carrying 

a revolutionary content. The question is, when, in 

what connexion, and with what aim is a given slogan 

put forward? A genuinely revolutionary party, one 

that i;; unswervingly devoted to the final goal of the 

revolution, is able, in one way or another, to put the 

seal of the revolution on all slogans and on all forms 

of organization and struggle, including those with the 

faintest political tinge, which are considered necessary 

for the purpose of mustering the masses when the 

situation is not ye t favourable to all-out revolutionary 

actions. 

Throughout all periods, and especially in the one 

preceding the August 1945 Revolution, the Party has skil­

fully combined action slogans with propagancla slogans 
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in order to couple immediate targets with fundamen­
tal objectives. A slogan that is relevant to the concrete 
situation makes it possible to fan up a whole move­
ment. One vivid instance of this is the slogan : " Get 
the stocks of rice and stamp out famine! ., put for­
ward by our Party in the period of preparation for the 
August I945 Revolution. It was issued at a time when 
a terrible famine was on the rampage in Bae Bo and 
northern Trung Bo: it answered the most urgent aspi­
ration of the masses, thereby fanning up the flames 
of their anger and hatred and rousing them to advance 
with burning revolutionary fervour towards insur­
rection and seizure of power. 

Distinction should be drawn between propaganda 
slogans and action slogans in order to avoid involving 
the masses in decisive battles either too soon or too ­
late. Both propaganda and action slogans must conti­
nually be altered to fit the evolution of the struggle, 
especially action slogans, which are closely connected 
with the day-to-day effort and so must show extreme 
flexibility, changing even with each hour. As the situa­
tion develops, one must gradually raise the level of ac­
tion slogans and ultimately, when the right time comes, 
turn watchwords which are hitherto for propaganda 
into ones for direct and resolute action. It is danger­
ous for the r evolution to throw the masses into de­
cisive battles either too late or too soon. Under all 
circumstances, the most important. thing, the most 
basic guarantee against blunders: is a thorough grasp, 
both in one's reasoning generally and in every decision 
one takes for action, of concrete reality. In a revolu­
tionary period, events develop at a very fast pace and 
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in a most complex way. In this connexion Lenin 

pointed out : "The substitution of tbe abstract for the 

concrete is one of the greatest and most dangerous 

s ins in a revolution. " 1 

He castigated those who, at a sharp bend of his tory, 

fail to adapt themselves to the new situation and 

cling to old slogans, which were correct yesterday but 

a re meaningless today. 
For a revolution to break out and win, a revolutionary 

sititation must prevail. A revolutionary situation is the 

product of the combination of a whole series of neces­

sary factors, both objective and subjective. One should 

guard against both the tendency to wait for the revo­

lution passively and the hot-headed inclination to 

" skip intermediate s tations. " 

Before and after the First World War, revolution­

a ry situations and the outbreaks and triumphs of revo­

lutions.were generally connected in one way or anoth­

e r with world wars provoked by imperialism. How­

ever, one should not draw the conclusion that war is 

e ither the natural source or necessary condition of 

revolution, a11d that one should consequently wait for 

war to start before making revolu tion. A revolution 

is first and fore most the result of class contradictions 

exacerbated to the extreme in a given country. For­

merly, when imperialis t wars were inevitable, these 

wars, objectively, had the effect of accelerating the 

revolutionary crises in various countries. Taking 

a dvantage of this situation, the Communists advocated 

1. Lenin , Selected Works, Progress Publishers, Moscow 
r967. Vol. -z, p . 179. 
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tlle "transformation of imperialis t wars into revolu­
tionary civil war:S. " 

The present international situation differs radi­
cally from that before and after the First World 
War. Now that the world socialist system and 
the forces battling against imperialism with a 
view to transforming society in a socialist way 
are shaping the essential content, orientation, and 
characteristic features of the historica l development 
of human society, the possibility of breaking the 
weak links in the remaining part of the imperialis t 
chain has increased to an unprecedented degree, at 
the same time as appears the practical feasibility of 
pre"senting a world war. The fundamental interest of 
the proletariat, the people and the nations of the 
world lies in sa/eguarding world peace while pushing 
jorwa·rd the revolution in varioiis cowntries. These iwo 
objectives are organically linked together, each being 
the premise of the other, and are both perfectly at­
tainable once the Communists, thoroughly conscious of 
the strategic offensive posture of the wor]d revolution, 
succEed in setting up a united front bringing togt ther 
all curents of the world revolution, all forcfs fighting 
for peace, national independence, democracy and 
socialism, and are resolved to defeat a ll aggressive 
wars triggered by the imperialists, foil evny one of 
their warlike moves and schemes, drive back impHial­
ism step by step, knock it r:!o,vn piece by piecr, and 
eventually overthrow it ill its entirety. 

The revolution in the South of our country illus­
trates such a correct way to march forward. It proves 
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that in the absence of a world war, while indeed 
world peace has to be defended, a revolution can none 
the less flare up and be crowned with success . To­
intensify the anti-imperialist revolution, far from 
being incompatible with the defence of peace, is prov-­
ed in practice to be a very fundamental direction 
in which to attack impe:rialism in order to safeguard' 
the peace of the world in a truly effective manner .. 
Conversely, to prevent a world war, to defend peace, 
is also a very important direction in which to attack. 
imperialism an<l create more favourable objective condi­
tions for the revolution to progress in all countries. 

The South Viet Nam revolution also proves that no 
fascist dictatorship can prevent the outbreak of a 
revolution. When in the South of our country the 
puppet administration had to resort to the most 
barbarous fascist measures against the people, this 
meant that they had suffered crucial failure in the 
political field, that a revolutionary situation wa5-
brewing, that the revolution could break out, and in. 
fact it did break out. 

That a revolutionary situation prevails means tha t 
the problem of seizure of power is immediately at hand. 
How power can be won depends on the specific con­
ditions of each country. However, under all circum­
stances, the only road to power lies in revolution, not 
reform. 

Revolution comes as a climax of class struggle and is 
always accomplished by pitting the violence of the op­
pressed classes against the ruling class with a view to 
settling the problem of political power. Violence may 
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•manifest itself and be exerted in various forms. In a nut­
:shell, one may say that revolutionary violence must rely 
•on two kinds of forces: armed and political, and 
include two forms of struggle: military and political, 
and the combination of these two. The experience of the 
Vietnamese revolution demonstrates that for the revo­
'lution to win, one must have armed forces besides po­
Iitical forces and must know how to carry out military 
.and political action cleverly and in accordance with 
the concrete situation prevailing in a given place at a 
given time. If one does not keep one's forces, including 
one's armed forces, in proper trim, one will not be able to 
resist the fierce onslaught of the enemy. However, vio­
!ence does not rest solely upon armed forces, nor does 
jt assume the only form of military struggle. Political 
forces and political s truggle are indispensable. Failing 
the political forces and political struggle of the masses, 
success cannot be won by military action and armed 
forces. It goes without saying that not all forms of 
political struggle mean violence. The only actions that 
may be so considered are the revolutionary actt'ons 
undertaken by the masses outside the bounds of the state 
Jaws of the ruhng class and directly aimed at overthrowing 
.its rule and seizing power for the people, once the ques­
tion of political power has been raised. 

The revolutionary violence aimed at toppling the 
ruling cl-ass must necessarily be that of the masses, of 
the broad masses that are oppressed and exploited. 
Under the leadership of the Party, they can display 
their strength and resolve in countless ways. The 
best, most revolutionary method is one that can create 
and organize forms of violence that are the best 
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fitted for the circumstances, one that can mobilize the 
power of the masses to the highest degree and hu rl it at 
the ruling class and bring about victory ·for the revo­
lution in the most favourable conditions. Either not 
to dare to start a military struggle when the need 
arises, or, conversely, to engage in such an effort 
under unfavourable circumstances, is a serious 
mistake. 

In the August 1945 Revolution, our Party applied 
in a creative way the law of violent revolution and 
insurrection in order to win power. The August Revo­
lution combined political with military struggle, and 
e laborate preparation of politica l and military forces 
with quick seizure of the opportune moment for rous­
ing the masses to action to topple the rule of the im­
perialists and feudalists. Born and nurtured in the vast 
revolutionary movement of the masses, the armed 
units for national salvation and for liberation, whose 
prestige far outstripped their numbers and the size of 
their engagements, had contributed a very important 
share to building up th e patriotic high tide of the 
m asses in the 1941-1945 period. When the Soviet Union's 
Tesounding victory over the Kwantung army of the 
Japanese fascists forced the latter into unconditional 
surrender, the Party quickly seized that unique oppor­
tunity to launch a general insurrection, relying on the 
political forces of the broad rural and urban masses 
and combining them with the revolutionary armed 
forces, smashed the enemy's key organs in the 
capital and the other cities, liquidated the whole of his 
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administrative network in the countryside, and seized 
power in ?,11 the country. 

One must have a thorough grasp ·of revolutionary 
-violence , build up overwheiming superiority for the 
revolution , marshal the broadest masses of people 
on the basis of a truly firm and strong worker-peasant 
a lliance, and at the same time strive to divide and 
isolate the enemy to t he utmost , cripple his power t o 
resist, break up the Sta te apparatus of the ruling class, 
and establish the people's power. Here, as evidenced 
by tb.c exper ience of all revolutions, one very impor­
t ant ques t ion, besides the preparation of political and 
military forces, is to seize the opportune moment. This 
moment may be brought about either by revolutionary 
forces at home or by conditions abroad. W anting 
sufficient revolutionary forces, one will not be able 
either to create a favourable oppor tunity or to take 
t imely advantage of it should it presen t itself. There­
fore, the crucial thing is to exert sustained effor ts aimed 
at t ipping the scale in our favour a!ld achieving deci­
sive superiority for the revolut ion with regard to both 
posture and strength. Nm,r, when will the fire of revo­
lution blaze up? What spark will set off the powder 
keg? Once the revolution has acquired fi rm posture 
and s trength and the e nemy has b een drive n to 

the wall, the daily political and social life will 
supply us with every favourable opportunity and cir­
cumstance to fan up a great movement, the p roblem 
only depending on the leaders' especial clear-sighted­
ness and political flair. As Lenin said , history as a 
whole, and the history of revolutions in particular, is 
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always richer in content, more varied, more multiform, 
more lively and ingenious than is imagined by even the 
best parties, the most class-conscious vanguards of th-'! 
most advanced classes. That is why in the course of 
a revolution, it often suffices that the leaders arc in 
full possession of the fundamental orientation and 
certain basic factors and conditions and that they dare 
to act. As action evolves, things will reveal their possi­
bilities and trend of developrne11t, and at the same 
time the boundless creative power of the masses, the 
makers of history, will provide us with the orientation 
and methods for solving all practical problems. 
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THE REVOLUTION IN SOUTH VIET NAM 

AND THE PEOPLE'S WAR AGAINST U.S. 

AGGRESSION, FOR NATIONAL SALVATION 

Immediately after winning power in the whole 
country, our people had to engage in a war of resistance 
against the French colonialists who, with the help of 
the American interventionists, again invaded our land. 
This first holy war of resistance was the continuation 
of the August Revolution; it was a war for the libera­
tion of the n2.t ion and the defence of the fatherland 
waged under the leadership of the working class, 
represented by our Party, according to a correct polit­
ical and military line. This line advocated a war 
fought by the entire people, an all-sided and protract­
ed war which relied mainly on our own forces, com­
bined the powerful political forces of the revolutionary 
masses with the armed forces, and used the politica l 
forces as a foundation on which to set up and expand t.he 
people's armed forces, which, with their three categories 
of troops, served as the core of the entire people's 
resistance to the enemy. We took armed combat as 
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I 

the main form of struggle, combined it to a certain 
extent with political , struggle in areas behind the 
enemy lines, and at the same time paid great atten­
tion to the fight on the economic front. We were thus. 
able to bring into full play our people's absolute 
political and moral superiority and at the same time 
make the most of the favourable factors of the new era 
in order to overcome the difficulties and weaknesses. 
besetting a small country with a backward agricultural 
economy and scant armed forces, which was initially 
surrounded by imperialism on every side. Finally, 
after nine years of extremely glorious struggle, our­
armed forces and people defeated a professional army 
of aggression nearly half a million strong of a power­
ful imperialist country. 

That was the epic of a prodigious people's war whose­
most outstanding exploit - the great Dien Bien Phu 
battle - will go down in national history as a Bach 
Dang, a Chi Lang, a Dong Da 1 of the 20th century,. 
and will be recorded in world history as a brilliant 
feat of arms which breached the citadel of the system 
of colonial servitude set up by imperialism. 

The revolution in South Viet Nam bas developed to, 
the fullest extent the experience gained in the August 
R evolution and the war of resistance against French 
aggression and applied it to the new conditions. 

Towards the close of 1959 and the beginning of 
1960, the oppressive regime in the South sank into a 

I . Three of the m ost brilliant decisive v ict ories won by 
the Vietnamese people over :foreign invaders, respectiveI:i,~ 
in t he r3th, 15th and 18th cen t uries ( Tr.). 

63 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

,deep crisis. Although still relat ively strong in the 
-towns and cities, t he enemy was no longer able to 
,exercise bis ordinary rule over the people in vast rural 
.a reas: the puppet a dministrative apparatus at the 
-base grew weak and impoten t in one section after I 
.another. As for the popular masses, especially the ~ 
p easants, they were boiling over with revolutionary 
fervour and were determined and ready t o engage 
in a li fe-and-death struggle with the enemy. Condi tions 
-were ripe for rousing up the rural people to stage 
partial iiisurrectio11s and smash the weakest link in the 
,enemy's administrative system. 

The" concer ted uprisings" which broke out in that 
period marked an impor tant leap which shifted the 
revolution to an offensive posit:on and expanded the 
revolutionary h igh tide a ll over Sou th Viet Nam, 
armed combat be;ng cou pled with politica l action . 

..,While the revolution developed in to a fierce war, 
m ilitary s truggle increased with every passing 
,day and played a very importan t role. To defeat 
the enemy militar ily is indispensab le for the victory of 

i.he resistance and the revolution. Armed struggle £s a 
fundamental form of struggle with a di rect decisive effect 
.on the annihilation of the enemy's military forces and 
.thereby 0 11 the thwarting of all his military and political 
.schemes. However, it is a lways closely co-ordinated ~ 
with political action with the aim of giving a hand to 
the masses in their continued uprisings, breaking the . 
enemy's grip , win ning and maintaining sovereignty for 
-the people, and impelling the revolution forward. 
Together with military struggle, pol-itical striiggle by 
Jhe m asses is also a fundamental form of strnggle with a 
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decisive e/fect throughout all stages of the revolittion in 
the South a11d with regard to the success of this revolu­
tim:. The pol itical forces not only serve as a founda­
tion for the armed forces but are also built into an 
o rganized political army of the masses, the core of 
the political struggle spearheaded against the enemy 
right in areas under h is control, including places 
where his military, political and economic forces 
.are concentrated . Military struggle coupled with 
political strnggle is the jun da·mental /ortn of revolu­
tionary violmce 1·-n the South, and the combination of the 
iwo is the f1mdamental r ule of revotut·ionary methods. 
These two extremely effective prongs of attack make 
up an immense aggregate strength ; they multiply the 
forces of our r4 million fellow-countrymen in the 
South severalfold and enable them to foil every 
military and political scheme and move of the 
Americans and their puppets, thereby shaking artd 
e ventually breaking the aggressive will of the Ameri­
can aggressors. While practising these two fundamental 
forms of struggle, the Southern people have also given 
a strong impetus to political worll among enemy troops 
a imed at enlightening the sold iers in the American 
army of aggression and those of the puppet regime, 
essentially the latter troops, so as to win them over to 
the side of the revolution and frustrate the American 
i mperialists' extremely perfidious policy of " using Viet-
11amese to fight Vietnamese. " This, too, is a strategic 
prong of attack, a fundamental point in revolu­
tionary work in South Viet Nam aimed at bringing 
into effect the slogan "Workers, peasants and sol­
diers, unite!", overthrowing the neo-colonialist rule 
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and defeating the war of aggression of the American 
imperialists. 

Mass uprisings combined with revolutionary warfare, 
such is the process of development of the revolution 
in South Viet Nam, initiated by partial uprisings in the 
rural areas. In subsequent steps, mass upnsmgs 
continued with increasing vigour and in close co-ordi­
nation with the revolutionary war. They enlarged the 
people's field of action, built up their forces, and 
caused the revolutionary war to expand and gain 
ever-wider prestige ; conversely, the more the revo­
lutionary war developed, the more favourable condi­
tions it created for the outbreak and spreading of 
insurrections. The period of general offensive and 
concerted uprisings which began on Tet of the year 
Mau Than (spring 1968) was the natural upshot of the 
revolutionary process in South Viet Na m and the peak 
of combined military and political struggle. 

One problem of strategic significance in the South Viet 
Nam revolution is the correct assessment of the strategic 
position of the three areas : hilt-forest, plain, and urban. On 
the basis of that assessment, military struggle should 
be coupled with political struggle, and combat actions 
with mass uprisings in varying degrees in accordance 
with the specific features of each area and each stage 
of development of the revolution. The guideline : 
" Attack the enemy in all three strategic areas " is 
an original t rait of the methods used by the revo­
lution in the South ; it s tems from the summing up of, 
and improvement upon, the experience gained by the 
Vietnamese revolution since long. Looking back over 
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its whole process of development, one sees that the 

Vietnamese revolution constantly relies on the workers 

and peasants as its main forces, pays great attention 

to the revolutionary movement in both town and 

countryside, and, while building firm bases in the 

hill-forest and plain areas, prepares a footholq_ in the 

cities, staging insurrections in both the rural and urban 

regions. 

In brief, to stage partial insurrections, combine military 

with political struggle, attack the enemy with three prongs­

rnilitary operations, political action, and agitation and 

propaganda work among his troops- , co-ordinate mass up­

risingswith revolHtionary war/are,an-d strike the eneniyin all 

three strategic areas-such are the most salient features of 

revolutionary methods in South Viet Nam. These are not 

hard-and-fast, unconnected formulae, but forms and 

ways of struggle which are extremely flexible, vivid, 

and organically linked together. It is precisely these 

revolutionary methods which have developed to the 

full the strength, intelligence, and creative power of 

the millions of people of the popular masses, who 

always know how to act on the offensive, preserve 

and build up their forces, carry on a protracted strug­

gle while exerting every effort to create favourable 

opportunities, win ever greater successes, and eventu­

ally inflict total defeat on the enemy. 

Like our previous war of resistance against the 

French colonialists, the present war of resistance against 

American aggFession, for national salvation, is a people's 

war developed to a very high level. 
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In the North, we carried out a war of self-defence 
against an air and naval war of destruction of unpre­
cedented scope waged by the American aggressors. 
After four years of extremely valiant fighting, our 
armed forces and people completely defeated it. This 
was a new, meaningful stride of the people's war 
fought by our nation. 

This victory assumed a very great significance. It 
firmly preser ved the socialist North, the great rear 
base of the revolution in the whole country, broke up 
an important component of the savage war of aggression 
of the American imperialists in Viet Nam, and dealt a 
hard blow a t their aggressive will. 

It proved the complete soundness of the line put 
forward by our Party : war of resistance fought by the 
entire people, national defence shouldered by the entire 
people, re-adju_stment of the economy. 

It brought out the strong v itality of our fine social­
is t regime, the inexhaustible strength of the people's 
democratic power in the North , the unshakable resolve 
of our armed forces and people to resist American 
aggression and save the country, and their magnificent 
revolutionary heroism. 

As President Ho Chi Minh pointed out : " This is the 
victory of our Party's correct revolutionary line, the 
victory of our people's ardent patriotism, strong unity 
and resolve to fight and win, the victory of our fine 
socialist regime. It is the common success of the armed 
forces and peopie in both zones, North and South, 
of our country. It is also that of the people of the 
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brother and friendly countries in the five conti­
nents. " 1 

The people's war in the So-Hth is a revolutionary 
war, a liberation war fought against a typical " special 
war " and the largest and most barbarous " limited 
war" ever kindled by the American imperialists. 

The line followed by the people's war being waged 
at present in the South under the sound leadership of 
the National Front for biberation arises from the just 
character of the war ~or national liberation and the pro­
foundly popular nature of the revolution in South Viet 
Nam. It rests upon the fervent patriotism and tho­
roughly revolutionary spirit of the people of the South, 
who are determined to stand up to defend and exercise 
their sacred national rights trampled upon by the 
American imperialists and their valets. It has absorb­
ed the military science of Marxism-Leninism and the 
precious experience gained by the brother socialist 
countries, which it applies to the conditions of our 
country in an imaginative way. It inherits and has 
elevated to a very high level the extremely rich expe­
rience of the Vietnamese revolution in nationwide 
insurrection and people's war, together with our nation's 
glorious tradition of resistance to foreign aggression 
and the military skill of our forefathers. 

The people's war in the South is a war " for the 
people and by the people " , an all-sided war waged by 
the entire people and raised to a very high level on 

1 President H o Chi lVIinh's Appeal of Nov . 3, 1968. 
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the strength of the general laws governing revolution­
ary methods in the South; it is a war which com­
prises both military combat and political action and 
stems from an insurrectional movement of the masses. 
It is consistently inspired by an offensive strategic tlzought, 
which bas directed the revolution in South Viet 
Nam ever since it switched to an offensive posture 
through the upsurge of "concerted uprisings" in 
the years 1959-1960. The offensive posture of the 
revolutionary war in the South in the period of fight­
ing against the " special war " rested upon the absolute 
political and moral si,periority, upon the overwhefrning 
strength of the revol•u,ti onary masses resolved to stand up 
and engage in a life-and-death struggle with the 
aggressors and traitors to win back their right to live. 
Firmly preserved, it was raised to ever higher forms 
and evolved from a local to a tota l character, thanks 
to the evermore powerful blows dealt by the two fists , 
the military and the political. In the confrontation with 
th~ "limited war " , this offensive posture relies on 
the deployment of 014r m ilitary and polit?"cal forces in alt 
strategic areas o/ the battlefield, which provides the armed 
forces and people of the South with strong combat 
positions and ample power to maintain their initiative 
and continue their attacks after defeating the Amer­
can imperialists' "special war " . The gener al evolu-
tion of the revolutionary war displays the constant 
application of an offensive strategy; it ~hows a chain 
of grim, repeated and ever fiercer assaults which 
assume higher and higher forms, alternating gradual 
steps with leaps . In some places and at some times 
this process may take on a defensive character, but 
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this is only a temporary tactical move aimed at 

clearing the way for a continuation of the offensive. 

With this offensive strategy, the armed forces and 

people of the South have foiled the neo-colonialist 

policy of the American imperialists, over thrown the 

fascist d ictatorship of Ngo Dinh Diem, defeated the 

Americans in their " special war " , and are now worsting 

them in their "limited war " on the highest rung of 

their escalation. 

The offensive strategy of the people's war in the 

South advocates a war of resistance fought by the 

entire people on the strength of both military and 

political forces and through both military and poli­

tical struggle: it prescribes that one should attack 

the enemy in all three strategic areas, couple combat 

actions by a ll three categories of armed forces with 

uprisings by the revolutionary masses, and strike at 

the enemy while striving to win sovereignty, the l atter 

effort facili tating t he destruction of enemy forces, 

which, in t urn, consolidates popular sovereignty ; 

it demands that one should constantly maintain the 

initiative over the enemy, attack him all over the 

battlefield, and drive him into a passive position in 

which the only thing he can do is to try his best to 

cope with whatever way of fighting we choose to use, 

his troops being stretched thin, surrounded, cut up 

and subjected to unrelenting pressure. 

The offensive potential of the people's war in South 

Viet Nam is tied up with a correct appraisal of the pe­

culiar features and trend of development of the relation 

of forces between the Southern armed forces and 

people on the one hand, and the American imperialists 
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and their agents on the other. Although strong in 
number and technical means, the enemy suffers from 
basic weaknesses which a re beyond retrieval, whereas 
in spite of their shortcomings the Southern armed forces 
and people possess very fundamental strong_ points. 
Because they know how to bring the latter to bear 
upon the enemy's weaknesses, they have won the initia­
tive and increased their striking power severalfold. 

In order to apply an offensive strategy, one must 
successfully solve a whole series of problems on mi­
litary a r t, tactics and combat methods. In this con­
nexion, the armed forces and people of the South have 
devised many appropriate fighting methods, highly 
original, varied, flexible, and effective, inflicting bitter 
losses on the enemy while keeping ours to a minimum: 
to combine guerilla operations by regional troops, peo­
ple's militia, and self-defence corps with concentrated 
attacks by main-force units; to associate small, medium, 
and big-sized actions so as to raise the level of whole­
sale destruction of enemy forces while ceaselessly 
consolidating and expanding the people's sovereignty 
in all three strategic a reas ; to overcome the enemy's 
numbers by the high quality of the revolutionary 
armed forces, creating a posture of strength from which 
they can defeat large enemy units with only small de­
tachments and successfully pit scant means against im­
portant ones; to strike hard blows, bold, clever, secret 
and sudden, now using only one kind of troops, now 
co-ordinating the actions of several, hitting a t the 
enemy's vital organs, his "brain " and his " throat " , 
thus achieving devastating combat efficiency; to 
attack resolutely and with bold initiative, imposing 
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our own way of fighting on the enemy and preventing 
him from utilizing his strong points, so as to render 
bis tactics passive and patchy and deprive his reac­
tions and defences of a ll effectiveness ; t o co-ordinate 
several methods and forms of annihilation attacks, 
fully use all forces, weapons and war means available, 
turn to full account terrain and weather, set on 
the enemy in all kinds of situations, whether be is 
advancing or retreating, and strike him in all kinds 
of places and circums~ances, both where he is weak 
and off bis guard and where he is strong and on 
bis guard. 

All those tactics and combat methods rest upon the 
dynamism, intelligence and inventiveness of the cadres 
and fighters of the Liberation Army and of the people 
of the heroic South, men and women inspired by 
ardent patriotism and profound national and class 
consciousness, who not only dare to fight and are 
determined to fight but also know how to fight and 
win in the most advantageous way. • 

The strategic guideline of the people 's war in South 
Viet Nam is to / Z:ght a protracted war, gaining strength 
as one fights. This is the law which has governed our 
people's war for national liberation and the defence 
of the fatherland over the past quarter century. In 
the present liberation war, the armed forces and 
people of the South are facing American imperialism , 
t he truculent imperialist chieft ain with a large army 
and modern equipment, and a military and economic 
potential many times our own. That is why we need 
time to gradually destroy his forces and weaken him, 
limit his strengths and worsen bis weaknesses, foster 
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and develop our armed and political forces, tip the 
scale more and more in our favour with every passing 
day, drain the enemy of his force and make our own 
grow as we fight on and gain bigger and bigger suc­
cesses. To wage a protracted fight means to attack the 
enemy starting with small actions and proceeding to 
ever bigger ones, push him back step by step, foil his 
successive strategic schemes, and ultimately bear him 
down completely. In such a long-drawn struggle, if 
we know how to exert ourselves to the utmost while 
taking full advantage of every favourable objective 
condition, if we kn'ow how to cause the enemy to 
develop weaknesses and skilfully exploit them, if we 
give our forces accurate and effective strategic guid­
ance, follow the right orientation, pick the right target 
and opportune moment, strike hard, crippling blows 
and win substantial military successes .. if at the same 
time we know how to couple military struggle with 
political action and armed assaults with popular 
uprisings, then we can make very important leaps apt 
to change the relation of forces and the face of 
the war. 

Such leaps in fact happened in the liberation war in 
South Viet Nam with the Binh Gia campaign in winter 
1964-spring 1965, the opening of the Tri-Thien front 1 

in r967, the general offensive a nd concerted uprisings 
in Tet of the year Mau Than (1968). Such strides for­
ward prove that the armed forces and people of the 
South have followed the right direction, cleverly 
combined small, medium and big-sized engagements, 

1 Near the 17th parallel. (Tr .) 
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<::oupled continuous and protracted fighting with hard, 
lightning blows of great audacity and suddenness, and 
on the basis of a persevering drawn-out struggle, 
exerted every effort to create favourable opportunities 
and take timely advantage of them, thus recording 
ever bigger successes. 

One important guideline in the conduct of the war 
in the South is to combine the destruction of enemy vital 
/orces with winning and niaintaining sovereignty /or the 
people, the people's masterhood making it possible to wipe 
out enemy forces, and this latter action in turn facilitating 
the ceaseless expansion and consolidation o/ popiilar 
sovereignty. 

Assuredly, in any war, victory implies the 
destruction of enemy armed forces. But there are 
many ways leading to this result. The choice of com­
bat methods stems from the strategic thought and is 
connected with the character of the war, the objects 
of one's combat actions, the size of the battlefield, 
and other factors. 

The people's war in South Viet Nam is a revolution­
ary war growing out of a mass insurrectional movement 
aimed at toppling the rule of the American imperialists 
and their lackeys. While the war goes on , there take 
place not only combat actions by the armed forces 
but also a movement of political struggle waged by 
the masses in various .forms, the highest being the 
continuous uprisings staged by t he broad masses in 
order to win sovereignty in varying degrees, depending 
on the concrete conditions prevailing in any given place 
in the three strategic areas. These insurrections, which 
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have erupted over large areas, often repeatedly, with 
the aim of knocking down the puppet basic admi­
nistration step . by step and doing away with all 
forms of control and oppression, are very important 
spearheads of attack launched in co-ordination with 
military actions and creating favourable conditions 
for our armed forces to intensify their destruction of 
enemy strength. Conversely, the combat activities of 
the revolutionary armed forces aim not only at 
wiping out 1he enemy's military forces but also at 
boosting the political struggle, and in particular at 
helping the insurrectionary masses break up all forms 
of enemy control and oppression, win sovereignty, 
and set up revolutionary power in one form or 
another. 

To combine the destruction of enemy forces with the 
winning and maintenance of sovereignty for the people 
- there lies the secret of every success of armed 
insurrection and revolutionary warfare in the South. 
Here, it is not only a matter of combining armed 
actions with popular insurrections aimed at a gradual 
conquest of power, but also one of establishing the 
strategic postu re of the people's war. Militarily speaking, 
the Southern battlefield is very small in size, the 
density of enemy troops very great: on the other 
hand, the armed forces and people of the South are 
fighting on their own soil and carrying out a revolu­
tionary war relying on nationwide resistance and the 
combination of armed with political struggle ; that is 
why they must build a strategic posture that is 
advantageous to our side and disadvantageous to the 
enemy. The best way to attain this end is to win 
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sovereignty in order to destroy enemy forces, and 
conversely, to destroy enemy strength in order to win 
sovereignty. 

For the people and their semi-military forces, to 
win sovereignty means to stand up resolutely to topple 
the rule of the Americans and their puppets and figh t 
the enemy right in our fields and orchards, villages 
and hamlets, forest clearings and streets ; it means 
to cling to and be masters of the land , to be mas­
ters of the administration in varying degrees, mas­
ters of the situation. Each village, each hamlet, 
is turned into a fortress, each citizen becomes a 
fighter, who seeks every way to fight the enemy, 
devises all kinds of methods, engages in military and 
political action and agitation work among en~ my 
troops, uses all weapons and all means available. 

For the revolutiona1y armed forces, to win sover­
eignty means to deploy all three categories of troops 
everywhere and in a rational way all over the key 
regions in t he three strategic areas, in the liberated 
zones, in places constantly subjected to enemy raids 
and ''pacification" actions, and also in the very fringes 
of enemy bases ; it means to rely on the sovereignty 
exercised by the people and the unceasing growth 
of the political forces of the masses to turn the 
South into a pre - arranged battlefield, where the 
forces in presence are arrayed in a way that is 
advantageous to us and disadvantageous to the enemy, 
and where the liberation troops can attack with 
great mobility and flexibility and reduce the enemy 
to a postur e in which he is surrounded and subjected 
to unrelenting military and political onslaughts. 
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Such is the battle array of a people's war combi­
ning military with political attacks, combat actions 
with mass uprisings, guerilla with regular warfare, 
and fought in all three strategic areas. Such is the 
battle array of a war with no definite frontline and 
where the battlefield is yet everywhere, in which the 
more than a million American and puppet troops are 
stretched thin, surrounded, cut up, and attacked on 
every side, and in which they suffer from all kinds of 
flaws anrl weaknesses : should they try to dig 
themselves in, their defences would be full of loop­
holes ; should they attempt an attack, they would rush 
headlong into a place where our forces are waiting 
for them. Drowned in the raging sea of the people's 
war, the enemy forces are scattered and sapped in spite 
of their numbers and modern war equipment and are 
unable to use the combat methods in which they excel. 
On the other hand, the armed forces and people of 
the South can always surround them, stage unin­
terrupted attacks and uprisings, maintain the initiative, 
strike at them both in front and from the rear, and · 
in whatever place and at wha~ever time we choose. 

The most outstanding achievement of our strategy 
in South Viet Nam is to have forced the enemy into 
a defensive posture in which be must face attacks on 
every front by the revolutionary armed forces and 
ways of fighting of the latter's own choosing, a posture 
in which he is driven into political passivity and dire 

• strategic straits, unable to make up his mfod whether 
he should scatter his forces or concentrate them, engage 
in " pacification " or in " search and destroy " opera­
tions, withdraw to a defensive po~ition or try to 

78 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

attack. For this reason, the huge numbers of his 
army of aggression turn out to be inadequate and his 
strength becomes weakness ; in spite of their modern 
weapons and means for high mobility, his tro..9ps 
show poor combat efficiency, and their huge potential 
cannot be brought into full play. On the other hand, 
thanks to their rational organization, high combat 
efficiency, appropriate combat methods, both flexible 
and skilful, and advantageous strategic posture, the 
people's armed forces of the South constantly attack 
the enemy from a position of strength, and, as they 
fight on, grow ever stronger, attaining t ver higher 
combat efficiency, waging fruitful campaigns • and 
achieving great strategic effectiveness. 

Those successes are the results of the invincible line 
of the people's war, of the application of an offensive 
strategy, of a military art which defeats big forces 
with small ones, overcoines large units with small detach­
ments and matches high quality against large numbers, an 
art which knows how to e11rb the enemy·s strength on the 
battlefield while developing our own inil£tary and political 
power to the full , how always to strihe at the enemy 
from a position of initiative and offensive, and to create 
postures of strength from which to hit hard at the enemy 
and bea1' him down in a · protracted war. 

The present people's war in South Viet Nam is a great 
and imm,ensely vivid illustration of Engels's forecast: 
" A people who want to win independence cannot 
confine themselves to ordinary methods of warfare. 
Mass insurrections, revolutionary warfare, guerilla 
detachments everywhere - such is the only way in 
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which a small nation can vanquish a big country, 
and a small army oppose a more powerful one. " 1 

Our people's resistance to American aggression, for 
national salvation, has entered its tenth year. Since 
Tet of the year Mau Than (1968) it has shifted to a 
new s tage marked by extremely valian t struggle and 
tremendous successes, and is advancing to complete 
victory. 

The American imperialists have suffered heavy 
failure throughout our country and are running into 
many difficulties both in the United States itself and 
in the world. Yet, due to their obdurate and perfidious 
n a ture, they persist in their war of aggression. 

President Ho Chi Minh told us: "The war of 
resistance against US aggression may drag on. Our 
people may have to £ace new sacrifices of life and 
property. ·whatever happens, we must keep firm our · 
r esolve to fight the US aggressors till total victory. " 

Acting upon h is testament, we are determined to 
wage a protracted war and compel the enemy to give 
up his aggressive design, withdraw a ll his troops, and 
respect our sovereignty and territorial integrity. The 
whole Party, the entire people, all the armed forces, 
should exert the greatest efforts, display revolutionary 
heroism, overcome all difficulties and hardships, perse­
vere in, and push forward, the war of resistance against 
American aggression, for national salvation, until total 
victory, liberate the South, defend the North, and 
.advance to t he peaceful reunification of the country 

1 Marx and Engels, Collected W orks (in Russian), 2 nd 
edition, Moscow r957, vol. 6, p. 416. 
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To fight and defeat the American aggressors - such 

is the urgent requirement of the Vietnamese revolu­

tion and the world revolution , for our present life and 

the future happiness of all generations to come. There 

lie the honour and pride of our Party and people and 

their duty to the fatherland and the revolutionary 

people of the world. Whatever sacrifices and hardships 

we may have to face, and however long and hard the 

war, we arc resolved to fulfil the glorious mission 

entrusted to us by history. 

We firmly believe that, under the lyadership of 

the National Front for Liberation and the Provisional 

Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South 

Viet Nam, thanks to the invincible line of the people's 

war, the valour, intelligence; military skill , and great 

militant unity of our more than 30 million fellow­

countrymen in the whole of our land, and · with the 

immense help of our brothers and friends all over the 

world, the people and fighters of the South will 

certainly win complete victory. 

Making an assessment of the glorious revolutionary 

struggle carried out by our people under the experi­

enced leadership of the Party, President Ho Chi Minh 

said : "Our people is a heroic people. We have toppled 

the Japanese fascists and defeated the French 

colonialists, and are resolutely fighting and worsting the 

American imperialist aggressors." 1 Our present war of 

1. Presid en t H o Chi Minh's Appeal of July 20, 1965. 
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resistance against American aggression, for national 
salvation, is the gr~atest war of resistance in our 
people's glorious history of struggle against foreign 
aggression, and at the same time one of the finest 
pages in the his tory of the fi ght waged by the revolu­
tionary people of the world against imperialism in the 
present era. 

With the rich experience it has gained, the people's 
national democratic revolution in our country has 
contributed to the development of the revolutionary 
theory of the peoples of colonial and dependent coun­
tries battling against colonialism, old and new. 

Enlightened by the precious lessons of the Vietnamese 
revolution, our people will march forward with ever 
firmer steps, bring the war of resistance against 
American aggression, for national salvation, to to tal 
victory and complete the people's national democratic 
revolution in the whole country, thus making a valua­
ble contribution to the common struggle going on all 
over the world for peace, national independence, 
democracy, and socialism. 
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Fifteen years have elapsed since the war of resistance 

against the French colonialists ended in victory, and the 

North, entirely liberated, entered upon the stage of the 

socialist revolution. During this short period, North 

Viet Nam has gone through many social reforms, 

done away with colonial and feudal vestiges, and become 

the socialist North, the base area of the revolution in 

the whole country. In spite of its still backward economy 

and American imperialist aggression, it has displayed 

tremendous vitality, brilliantly fulfilled its duties as the 

great rear area, :.mashed the war of destruction of the 

American aggressors, and uninterruptedly gone from 

one success to another in the socialist revolution. 

It goes without saying that those achievements 

are only initial steps. In order to turn a backward 

agricultural country, in which small production 

plays the essential role, into a socialist one with a 

modern industry and agriculture and advanced culture 

and science, and ensure to our people a r ich material 

and cultural life, we must exert the greatest efforts 

for twenty, thirty more years. 
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I 

THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE 
PROJ;ETARIAT AND THE 

TRIPLE REVOLUTION TO ACCOMPLISH 

In the light of Marxism-Leninism, the Third Congress 
of the Party and subsequent Central Committee meet­
ings accurately appraised the situa tion in the North 
in all fields and p ointed out that " the greatest charac­
teristic of our country in the transit-ion period is its 
direct advance from agricultural backwardness to 
socialism without passing through the stage of capital­
ist development. " 1 On this basis, the Congress 
and the Central Committee laid down a general line 
for the socialist revolution and gave the orientation 
for the devdopment of the various branches of the 
national economy. The course charted by the Congress 
and the resolutions of the Central Committee faithfull y 
r eflect the law which governs the advance to socialisn~ 
of such a backward agricultural country as ours and 

1 . Ho Ch i Minh , Selected W orhs, Su T ha t Pub l ish ing House, 
Hanoi 1960, p. 772. (in V ietnamese). 
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conform to the characteristics and content of the new 

times. 
In the present era, when capitalism is decaying and 

disintegrating more and more, and when socialism has 

become a reality, nay a world system and the decisive 

factor in the" evolution of human society, the problem 

of progressing to socialism has become a historical 

necessity not only for the advanced capitalist countries 

but also for those economically-backward countries 

which have regained national independence; 

With the great victory of the Soviet Union over 

lhc German, Italian and J apanese fascists, the weaken­

ing of many imperialist countries and the birth of a 

whole series of socialist countries after the Second 

World War, a national liberation movement flared up 

in almost all colonial and semi-colonial countries, 

forming a powerful spearhead against imperialism. In 

many of them, power with a national and democratic 

character has been set up, this character varying in 

degree according to the strength of the workers and 

peasants and the r elation of class forces in each coun­

try. In countries where the workers and peasants play 

the decisive role and where the vanguard of the work­

ing class has assumed leadership of the revolution, the 

success of the national democratic revolution is not 

only a victory of the people over imperialism and 

feudalism but also a political triumph of the proleta­

r iat over the native bourgeoisie, the triumph of a 

new-type State. Hence, the victorious completion of //,e 

11ational democrat-ic revolutio11 also means the open·ing of 

the socialist revolntion. The worker - peasant revolution­

ary power led by the working class immediately sets 
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about discharging the historical duties of the dictator­
ship of the proletariat: to carry out a socialist revo­
lution and bui ld socialism. Thus, in our times, the 
national democratic revolution led by the working 
class is of necessity bound up with the socialist 
revolution . 

As soon as it came into being, our Party, in its 
first political theses, made it clear that the Vietnam­
ese revolution must necessarily go through two 
stages: the national democratic an i the socialist. This 
clear-headed course is in full harmony with the great 
tenets of Marxism-Leninism, the trend of our times, 
and the aspirations of our people. Revolutionary prac­
tice over the past forty years has proved it to be 
wholly correc t. 

All bourgeois revolutions in history led to the 
dictatorship of one exploiting class being supplanted 
by that of another; they all maintained the rule of a 
minority over the majority, this being possible only 
through resort to violence. Hence bourgeois dicta­
torsh ip by nature involves violence and repression. 
Liberty, equa lity, fraternity, human rights, democra­
cy ... - all this fine rhetoric in fact aims at keeping 
the bourgeoisie firmly in the saddle, and serving its 
free enterprise and free exploitation. There can never 
be genuine democracy, democracy for the majority, so 
long as the basic means of production and the reins of 
the State are held by a minority . Being a historical 
necessity sprung from the trend of the times, the 
birth of the dictatorship of the proletariat generates 
a tremendous social upheaval which brings democra­
tic r ights to the toiling people, who make up the 

88 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

great majority of society, and elevates them to mas­
terhood over society, economy, culture, and their own 
destiny. Henceforward they arc the real makers of his­
tory. The d ictatorship of the proletariat is the power 
of the toiling people, the majority, pitted against the 
exploiters, the minority: its nature is not essentially 
violence a nd repression but construction and organiza­
tion. For this reason, it is the highest and fullest form of 
democracy, "a million times more democratic" than 
bourgeois democracy. 

In our country, the dictatorship of the proletariat 
came into being at a time when the forces of produc­
tion were extremely backward and the material pre­
mises for the building of socialism still very weak. 
The social system of production stood at a crossroads : 
either to advance to socialism, or to capitalism, or to 
linger for a time in small production. In order to 
build socialism, we must build up right from the be­
ginning both new productive forces and new produc­
tion -relations, both a new economic foundation and a 
ntw superstructure. fn these conditions, the initiative 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, its constructit-e 
a11d organizational ro!e and the political consciou.sness of 
the masses in creating the new society assume all the 
more importance. 

The dictatorship of the proletariat in any country 
has to solve this question : "Which wins? " - capital­
ism or socialism? In developed capitalist countries, 
the bourgeoisie is a big foe: capitalism consists o{ a 
system of production relations covering all fields of 
the national economy and a colossal superstructure at 
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the service of that regime of oppression and exploita­
tion. That is why after the seizure of power and the 
setting up of the dictatorship of the proletariat, the 
class struggle against the bourgeoisie and other reac­
tionary forces continues with unaba ted fierceness in va­
rious forms, "bloody and bloodless, violent and peace ­
ful, military and economic, educational and adminis­
trative" 1, in order to build socialism. However, even in 
those conditions- as Lenin pointed out- the dictator­
ship of the proletariat "is ~ot only t he use of force 
against the exploiters, and not even mainly the use 
of force. The economic foundation of this use of revo­
lutionary force, the guarantee of its effectiveness and 
success is the fact that the proletariat represents and 
creates a higher type of social organization of labour 
compared with capitalism. This is what is important, 
this is the source of the strength and the guarantee 
that the final triumph of Communism is inevitable" .2 

In countries advancing to socialism without passing 
through the stage of capitalist development, to abolish 
the capitalist economic sector and all other forms 
of exploitation, to stem the trend of small production 
towards spontaneous capitalist development, to smash 
all attempts by hostile elements to rai;-;e their heads, t o 
ensure order and security and strengthen the nation­
al defence potential - all this assuredly constitutes 
a protracted and complex class struggle and one of the 

1. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 31, P r ogress Publ ishers, 
Moscow 1966, p. 44-

2. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 29 , Progress P ublishers, 
Moscow 1965, p.419. 
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most important tasks of the dictatorship of the pro­
letariat. Whether or not to see this struggle through to 
complete victory is one of the important signs that dis­
tinguish the revolutionary stand of the proletariat from 
bourgeois and petty bourgeois reformism. However, the 
content of class struggle is not confined there, for to 
gain a radical victory over the bourgeoisie and other 
reactionary forces, to build socialism and communism 
successfully , it is not enough to repress the exploiting 
classes and other counter-revolutionary forces, it is 
not enough to do away with the capitalist economic 
sector and all other forms of exploitation. In the North 
of our country in particular, where small production 
was predominant and the capitalist economic sector 
insignificant, the expropriation of the exploiting classes 
by itself cannot create a mate1:ial and technical basis 
for socialism, and the suppression o.f counter-revolu­
tionary forces by itself is not enough to ensure success 
for socialism. The basic problem here is to convert 
small individual production into large-scale socialist 
production and build almost from scratch the whole 
material and technical basis, the economic foundation, 
and the superstructure of a socialist country by simul­
taneously carrying out a triple revolut ion: revolu­
tion in production relations, techn ical revolution, and 
ideological and cultural revolution. Only in t his 
w,1y, essentially in this way, can we prevent small 
production from spontaneously developing into capital­
ism, extirpate the socio economic conditions which 
beget and restore capital ism and t he bourgeoisie, and 
ensure total and complete victory for socialism. 
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The struggle between the two ways - the capi­
talist and the socialist - in the North of our country 
consists essentially in a struggle to raise small production 
to large -scale socialist production. To hold firm to the 
dictalorsliip of the proletariat in order to carry out 
simultaneously those three revohttions, the keystone being 
the technical revolution, is the basic content oj class 
strieggle in the period oj transit ioa to socialism in the 
North of oi,r country. 

To relax vigilance vis - a -vis the exploiting classes 
and other counter -revolutionary forces, especially at 
present when our country is waging a bitter national 
and class struggle agairJst American imperialism, the 
most truculent imperialism in the world, and when 
an unrelenting battle is unfolding on a world scale 
between the capitalist and the sociali:,t systems, would 
be a dangerous rightist blunder and a crime against 
the revolution. But in the present socialist revolution 
in the North, if we overestimated the strength of the 
exploiting classes and other counter - revolutionary 
forces, if we kept our eyes glued on our repressive 
duty and failed to realize that our main task is to 
organize and build and carry out the three revolutions, 
we would also be committing a serious mistake· 

The revolution in production relations, the technical 
revolution, an d the ideological and cultural rev0lu tion 
are the three organic parts of the socialis t revolution. 
They are inter twined, exert influence upon each other , 
and impel each other forward. The new society, 
the new man , the new production relations and new 
productive forces are not the resu lts of anysingle 
revolution but the common products of all thr£e. 
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Assuredly, in that dialectical relationship, each 
revolution maintains its specific position and function 
so as to solve specific problems in the process of the 

socialist revolution. 

To advance to socialism without passing through 
the stage of capit alist development - this firstly 
means that we do not possess a big industry and a 
highly-developed material and technical basis. One 
cannot accomplish socialis t industrialization on the 
basis of a backward and dispersed agriculture while 
mainta ining in existence a capitalist economic sector 
and an individual economy which spawns capi talism 
every hour of the day. For this reason, the revolution 
in production relations is a sine qua non step which 
paves the way for the development of the productive 
forces, quickens the pace of the technical revolution, 
and builds up the collective masterhood of the toiling 
people in the economic field. As a result of this 
revolution, the worker - peasant alliance is consolidated, 
the dictatorship of the proletariat strengthened, and 
the ideological and cultural revolution benefits by 
socio• economic conditions from which spring the new 
thoughts and feelings of the new man. 

The revolution in production relations consists first 
and foremost in eradicating the capitalist economic 
sector and the attendant exploita tion of man by man, 
transforming the individual economy of the peasants 
and craftsmen into a collective socialist economy, 
and instituting the collective socialist ownership of the 
means of production in two forms: ownership by the peo­
ple as a whole and ownership by the various collectives. 
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However, this tremendous change in socia l life is by 
no means the whole conten t of the revolution in 
production relat ions, for in the economic field, collec­
tive masterhood comprises three aspects: masterhood 
over the means of production, over economic 
management, and over the distribution of the products 
of labour. Hence, after the establishment of the 
t oiling people's collective masterhood over the means 
of prod uction, we must so!Ye a whole series of such 
importan t questions as : How to manage collective 
labour and property so as to impart the fastest pace 
to enlarged reproduction, carry out the technical 
revolution a t the quickest tempo, achieve the most 
rat ional re-division of social labour and the highest lci­
bour productivity ; how to organize the system of sccial 
pr0duction so as to ensure both unified central leader­
ship and the exercise of the right of the various branches 
and regions and of a ll the working people as collective 
mash rs ; how to effect d istribntiou so as to secure 
adequate accumulation for enlarged reproduction while 
improving the people's living standards, to encourage 
in~ustriousn~ss while ful ly displaying the socia l spirit 
of sociali!'m, and to see to the mah'ria l welfare of 
the people while developing culture, education, scirnce 
and technique; what economic and aclministratiYc 
mea~ures to apply in order t o consolida te ancJ. improve 
the various socialist economic organizations while 
expanding the field of action of socialism, drawing 
individual p roducers into co-operatives, tightening 
market control, figh ting speculation . redressrng all 
defects in the management of land and labour, etc. 
Those arc urgent, arduous, and complex problems 
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raised by the revolution in production relations on 
a national scale as well as in each region and each pro­
duction unit, problems which we must solve in order 
to construct and perfect the collectivP- masterhood of 
the working people in economic management and in 
the distribution of the products of labour and to 
complete the task of socialist transformation. 

In order to advance direct from small production 
to socialism, parallel to the revolution in production 
relations, We must effect a technical revolution aimed 
at turning handicraft labour into mechanized labour , 
and building the new material and technical basis of 
socialist society. At presen t in _ the North of our coun­
try, after many social reforms, the regime _of 
oppression and exploitat ion has been abolished, all 
working people are equal and free and the masters 
of the land. But this equality, freedom and master­
hood cannot be considered sufficient, for our toiling 
people's material and cultural life still relies upon a 
weak material and technical basi~. " Communism is 
Soviet power plus electrification of the whole coun­
try.·· - Lenin 's famous formula helps us get a fuller 
grasp of the problem. Soviet power means dictator­
ship of the proletariat, the right of the toiling people 
to be the masters. Electrification means large-scale 
industry based on electrification; it means the 
material and technical basis of the new soc;iety. 
Wan ting one of these two factors, there cannot be 
socialism and communism. As we start from small 
production, what we badly neecl is that which 
Lenin called "electrification". Only on the basis of 
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electrification can we consolidate the socialist eco­
nomic regime, the worker-peasant alliance and the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, eradicate small­
producer mentality and habits, strengthen and deveiop 
socialist ideology, bring the toiling people material 
welfare and a civilized life, and make them masters 
not only of society but also of nature. It is due to 
these extremely important implications that our Party 
asserts the position of the technical revolution as a 
" key"ton e " . 

The technical revolution is clo,ely boun1 to the 
revolution in production relations, and the two exert 
reciprocal influence in a dialectical way. The latter 
pwes the way for the former and creates socio-eco­
nomic premises for pushing it forward ; conversely, the 
former consolidates the fruits of the latter and creates 
material-technical premises for ceaselessly perfecting 
socialist production relations. A sound economic course 
should first of all impel both of them forward simul­
taneously and bring into play their dialectical interac­
tion. On the one hand, we must fully utilize the posi­
tive part played by socialist production relations to 
operate a rapid re-division of social labour, expand 
production, improve the 13eople's 1-iving standards and 
quicken the tempo of accumulation for socialist indus­
trialization; on the other hand we must, ir. keeping 
with the level of development of the productive forces, 
actively and ceaselessly perfect the new production 
relations and cause them, especially the new regime 
of economic management, to constantly play their 
role as "trail blazer " and "booster " in the develop­
ment of productive forces. 
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At present in our own camp as in many other coun­

tries of the world a new scientific and technical re'\to­

lution is bringing about many important changes both 

in the conquest of nature by mankind and in social 

relationships. That is why the productive forces of 

our country must and can at the same time develop 

grad11aUy, according to the law •)f change from small 

to large-scale pr0duction, and by leaps, direct to mech­

anilation and automation, first of all to mechaniza­

tion. On the one hand, we must turn to account all 

possibilities of handicraft production and take i t step 

by step to semi-mechanization and mechanization, 

s trive to expand 1egional industry and couple it with 

agriculture with a view to a re-division of social labour, 

thus creating conditions for the birth of large-scale 

industry. On the other hand, we must, on the strength 

of the supremacy inherent in the socialist economic 

system, the active help of the brother socialist coun­

tries and international exchanges, bend all our energies 

towards building a big industry with modern techno­

logy, make economic and technical leaps, and through 

these leaps advance towards the modernization of 

the whole of our national economy. This is the best 

way to carry out the t echnical revolution successfully 

and quickly build up a modern large-scale socialist 

production system in our country. 

To build socialism means not only building a new 

economy and a 1{ew society but also forming new, 

socialist men, investing them with true value and 

realizing conditions for them to develop all-sidedly 

and become the conscious makers of history. To 
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change social existence is the basic condition for chang­
ing social conscience, and the new man will only 
come into being in the process of building the new 
society, through practical activities, through the revo­
lutionary movements of the masses. But the transfor­
mation of man, his ideological remoulding is not and 
cannot be a spontaneous process. Besides, "to build 
socialism there must first of all be socialist men. " l 

And so, together with economic revolutions, one 
must of necessity accomplish an ideological and cultur­
al revolution aimed at bringing about radical changes 
in the ideological, spiritual and cultural life of t he 
whole of society, of the broad popular masses. For 
our country in particular, the passage to socialism 
without going through the stage of capitalist develop­
ment is a new road forward which requires a high 
creative spirit and political consciousness; however, 
the ideas and habits of our society still bear the 
stamp of small production, and our people's cultural, 
scientific, and technical level is still low. Hence the 
particular importance of the ideological and cultural 
revolution. 

The socialist man is one with noble virtues which 
reflect his communist view of life, one who is 
boundlessly loyal to the cause of the working class 
and the nation, who in his life and work displays a 

-sense of collective masterhood: "All for each, and 
each for all." The spirit of collective masterhood 
we are striving to foster rests on the stand of 
the working class. It not only opposes the spirit of 

1. Appeals of President Ho Chi Minh, Su That Publish ing 
House, Hanoi -1962, Vol. 6, p. 174 (in V iet namese). 
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individual masterhood of the capitalists and the 

small producers but also the " collective" spirit of 

the guild type, which divorces one's small collective 

from the unified leadership of the proletarian 

State and pits the interests of one collective 

against those of another. In each man the spirit of 

collective masterhood must be displayed first and 

foremost in his respect for labour, production, and 

public property ; this is the most correct class stand 

after the proletariat' has seized power and become the 

master of society. It is totally alien to the hireling 

mentality and the "functionary " style; it is opposed 

to all manifestations of indiscipline and irresponsibi­

li ty in work and in everyday life ; it flays the mercan­

ti le-minded, the liars, botchers, parasites: it castigate 

all manifestations of bureaucratism and of divorce 

from reality and production. One must be fully aware 

that only work of the highest st andard can make one 

a full -fledged master and that only on the basis of 

high labour productivity can one attain to a rich ma­

terial and cultural life and achieve socialism. 

It is not enough to be conscious of being the master, 

one must also be possessed of scientific knowledge: 

only then can one become tbe master of society and 

nature, complete socialist transformation and build 

communism. Without revolutionary fervour there can 

be no revolutionary action; but revolutionary fer vour 

by itself can at best destroy the old but cannot build 

the new. To build socialism means to combine all 

scientific knowledge - social sciences, natural sciences, 

techniques - with a view to scaling the peak of civi­

lization . Hence the socialist man must be one with an 
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advanced cultural, scientific and technical standard, 
one who can understand and apply the laws of society 
and nature, inherit and develop in a creative way all 
cultura l and scientific achievements accumulated by 
mankind through the energy and strength of thousands­
of generations. 

The socialist man is one with arde;::it patriotism, 
profound love for his fellow-countrymen and comrades, 
unfl inching courage and an indomitable spirit, deep 

• attachment to independence and freedom , one who 
would "rather endure any sacrifice than lose his coun­
try and be a slave," one imbued with revolutionary 
heroism not only in the defence of his fatherland bu t 
also in the creative work of building the new society : 
a t the same time he is deeply imbued with proletarian 
internationalism, knows how to harmonize in a 
judicious way the legitimate interests of his· nation 
with the common good of the interna tional workers' 
movement, and opposes all tendencies towards either 
narrow nationalism or great-nation chauvinism. 

The socialist men of our country must not only be 
able to assimilate the newest ach ievements of modern 
civilization, but also to inherit and develop the fine 
qualities that are representative of the Vietnamese 
mind and soul forged during four thousand years of 
history. 

To educate and train such men constitu te the task 
and content of the ideological and cultural revolution. 
The more results it attains, and the quicker its pace, 
the more strongly it will impel the revolut ion in pro­
duction relations and the technical revolution. Converse­
ly, these two revolutions will build up economic and 
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technical bases on which to expand the ideological and 

cultural revolution and consolidate its gains. 

To complete those three revolutions will result in 

successfully building socialism in our country, turning 

it into a prosperous socialist country with modern 

industry and agriculture and advanced culture and 

science, ensuring to our people material welfare and a 

rich spiritua l life, and strengthening our economic and 

national defence potential. Therefore, to strive to rein­

force the dictatorship of the proletariat and develop to the 

utmost tlze leading role of the Party, the organizational a11d 

managerial role of the State and the spirit oj collecti1:e 

masterhood of the toiling masses with a view to s11ccess/1,l­

ty carrying out the three reuol11tions, the keystone being the 

technical revolution- such is the fundamental orientation, 

one with the character of a law, of socialist revolution 

in our country, and the necessary content of the lat­

ter's transition to socialism without going through 

the stage of capitalist development. To keep this 

orientation in mind and follow it in an imaginative 

way on a national scale as well as in each branch and 

at each level, to t ake as our concrete o~jectives the gra­

dual, steady and balanced building of a system of large­

scale production and the progressive improvement of 

the people's living conditions - such is the most im­

portant t ask of our Party, our State and our people 

in the socialist revolution. 
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THE LINE FOR INITIAL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

To build a large-sc.ale socialist production system 
in our country does not merely mean to build a certain 
number of large enterprises for one branch or another 
of the national economy but to transform the whole 
of the social system of production, to change radically 
the whole of the national economic structure, to 
combine the conversion of small production with the • 
building of great production bases, relying on the results 
of the former undertaking to carry out the latter, and, 
conversely, using the strength ofthe large bases built to 
quicken the pace of conversion of small production and 
raise it to large-scale production. Viewed generally, the 
process of building a large-scale socialist production 
system in our country is one of transforming produc­
tion relations coupled with effecting a technical revo­
lution and turning handicraft labour into mechanized 
labour ; accomplishing a re-division of social labour 

. and developing new branches and new trades on a large 
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sca le, with intensified specialization combined with 

increased co-operation ; and building a national and 

independent economy while at the same t ime expand­

ing economic relations with foreign countries, ma inly 

t hose in the socialist system. 

In order to build a large-scale system of production, 

one must have a definite amount of means of produc­

tion and labour. Formerly, in order to quickly amass 

t hat huge capital in the period of primitive accumula­

t ion, capitalism resorted to ruthless violence to rob the 

toiling people in both the "mother countries " and 

i.he colonies, turning them into hired slaves. To con­

s truct a large-scale production system, socialism cert-· 

a inly cannot accumulate capital through robbery and 

exploitation but essentially by developing production 

and increasing labour productivity. It cannot just go 

on accumulating capital but must also look after the 

welfare of all strata of the people and effect dist ri­

bution in accordance with socialist principles. 

In conditions prevailing in our country, in order to 

fulfi l those fundamental economic tasks of the initial 

period (capital accumulation for industrialization, im­

provement of the people's living conditions), we must 

know how to build a rational economic struct1.ire and 

carry oi,t a re-division of labour on the basis of the col­

lective masterhood of the toiling people with a view to 

giving a strong boost to production and rapidly in­

creasing l abour productivity. In order to build a ra­

tional economic: structure, one must £1rst of all ascert­

. am the p_ositions and tempos of, and the relationships 
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between, agriculture and industry, the cent rally-run 
economy and the various regional economies, and 
production and distribution. 

In the initial stage of the transition period, when the· 
national economy still remains at the stage of small' 
production and when agricultural labour with a very 
low output still occupies a grea t proportion of 
total social labour, the first step with a cardinal s ig­
nificance is to rapidly turn the agriculture based on, 
individual holdings and monoculture into a collective 
and many-sided one,and, on the basis of increased labour 
productivity, proceed to a re-division of social labour in. 
accordance with the new orientation in production, 
transfer part of the agricultural labour force to indus­
t rial development, gradually diminish necessary labour 
and increase surplus labour, the only source of accu­
mulation. To this end, right from the beginning, indus­
try must be made to act on agricultre and agriculture 
must be closely co-ordinated with industry, both cen­
tral and regional. This relationship between industry 
and agriculture can only be established through the 
building of a centrally-run economy and the variouS­
regional economies. 

There begins the birth aiid growth of a large-scale social­
ist system of production in our country. 

That is why the Third Congress of our Party stress­
ed: We must give priority to the rational development 
of heavy industry, strive to push forward agriculture and 
light industry, take industry as the leading force and 
agriculture as the · basis for industr-ial development, 
co-ordinate the regional economies with the centrally-
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run economy .. . The course charted by the Congress has 
been and will remain our fundamental orientation. 
The process of implementing that l ine and the living 
realities of the past fifteen years allow us to state our 
line for initial economic development concretely as_ 
follows: to give prior#y to the rational development of 
heavy ind·ustry on the basis of ·impell-ing agricitlti,re a11d 

light industry forward : to bi,ild the centrally-run economy 
while develop·ing the varioHs regional econom1es. 

TO GIVE PRIORITY TO THE RATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT OF HEAVY INDUSTRY 

" The only possible economic foundation of socialism 
is large-scale machine industry . Whoever forgets this 
is no Communist. " 1 These forcible words of Lenin 
point out the extremely imP,ortant role played by 
heavy industry in the socialist economic system, hold­
ing the attitude t m,vards heavy industry to be one of 
the basic criteria distinguishing scientific socialism 
from the other kinds of " socialism " . We set great 
store by heavy industry for it is the lever raising 
small production to large-scale production, for it 
equips labour with new tools, increases man's power 
over nature, liberates labour from the backward 
state of handicrafts, imparts greater productivity to 
labour with a view to building a new society and a 
new economy. With the immense strength supplied by 

1 Lenin, Collect ed Worlls, Vol. 32, Progress Pub., 
Moscow, 1965, p. 492. 
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heavy industry, man is in a position to exploit nature's 
r esources ever more fully and produce ever more 
commodities. 

Because heavy industry plays such a decisive 
role, and under the conditions prevailing in our 
country, our Party considers socia list industriali­
zation, of which the keystone is the building of a 
modern heavy industry, to be" the central task all 
through the period of transition to socialism." How­
ever. in order to build a heavy industry, there must 
be pre-requisites to be created by agriculture and light 
industry These are the labour force, consumer goods, 
primitive accumulation and market. Formerly, under 
capitalism, heavy industry came into being only after 
a long period of development of light industry, and 
took nearly a century to become a complete system. 
At present in our country, the socialist production 
relations make it possible for us to carry out at a fast­
er pace a concen tration of capital and a re-division 
of labour, and, right ·from the beginning, appropriate 
a part of the national income and the labour force for 
the building of a heavy industry . Thanks to our own 
resources, the help of the socia lis t countries, and 
international co-operation, we can speed up primitive 
accumulation and solve more quickly complex prob­
lems of science and technique. And so, even while 
our agriculture and light industry are still at a low 
level, we are possessed of a number of conditions, 
which formerly capitalism could not have, for develop­
ing heavy indu!,try. Hence, if we do not boldly 
tackle the task of building a heavy industry, of estab­
lishing immediately certain necessary bases for heavy 
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• 

industry, this means that we are not fully aware of 
the favourable conditions for economic building in 
our country, that we are incapable of turning to ac­
count existing advantages in order to give an early im­
pul~e to our national economy and impart a faster 
pace to our agriculture and light industry, thus bring­
ing about progress not only by gradual steps but also by 

• leaps. However, we must be fully conscious of this 
fact: heavy industry can only vigorously advance when 
agriculture and light industry have become firm bases 
for it._ If we take no account of the present poor level 
of our agriculture and light industry, if we fail to 
see the necessary link between agriculture and light 
inciustry on the one hand and heavy industry on the 
other, if we promote heavy industry without aiming 
at pushing forward agriculture and light industry, we 
shall, in practi~e, not only fail to develop heavy indus­
try but also worsen the existing economic imbalance, 
create more difficulties and check the advance of our 
national economy as a whole. For- this reason, from 
the outset, we must strive to promote the growth of 
agriculture and· light industry, and promptly make 
the first leap forward in these fields; each advance of 
heavy industry must aim at furthering agriculture and 
light industry, for without the action of the former-there 
can be no progress of the latter two. Besides, for heavy 
industry to serve agriculture and light industry and 
help them forward also means that it is creating con­
ditions for its own priority development. 

At present, the most important task of heavy industry 
is to make it possible to equip every branch of production, 
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primarily agric14!ture aad light indmtry, with tools of va­
r-ious kinds and various technical levels, both rudimen­
tary and modern, fitted for each branch and each 
category of work, so as to quickly raise labour 
productivity at least two or three-fold. In the preseut 
economic situation, the raising of labour productivity 
calls for a whole series of important measures such as a. 
rational and scientific organization of work, strict utili­
zation of the labour force, improvement of the workers' 
skill;correctly determining the orientation of production 
and t hat for the distribution of manpower; greater 
efficiency in economic management, strengthening of 
ideological work and better organization of daily life 
so as to ensure that everybody work zealously, observe· 
good woi.:k discipline, and make full use of his eight_ 
working hours. However, the improvement of work 
tools remains the most fundamenta l mc:asure. To this 
end, we must urgently build the mechanical engineer ing 
branch into an important one and boldly invest capit al 
and labour so as to develop it at a faster rate .. One 
burning question at present is that, while building new 
engineering shops, we must pay great attention to the· 
management of existing engineering enterprises, fully 
investigate and grasp the actual potential of each. 
branch and each factory, integrate all the engineering 
factories into a system with distribution of tasks and 
close co-operation, give a correct orientation in pro­
duction to each factory on the basis of the overall. 
plan for the whole network ; technical cadres in eaclt 
engineering branch should get down to the bases, first 
of all in agriculture, small industry and handicrafts, 
carry out conclusive surveys on bow to improve each 
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category of tools so that within a short time whole 
series of more appropriate implements could be turned 
out. 

To fulfil its tasks, the engineering branch in our 
country should develop into a system extending from 
the central to the regional level, in which manufacture 
is judiciously combined with repair and specialized 
engineering with gener al engineering. Vi'hile the central 
administration sees to the building and management 
of engineering factories with a high technicaJ standard 
turning out modern machinery and equipment for agri­
culture, light industry, capital construction, transport 
and communicatjons, etc., the main task of the 
r egional engineering system is to serve agricultural 
production and turn out current consumer goods. 

With a view to gradually modernizing our economy 
and meeting the present requirements of production 
work and daily life, another important task of heavy 
industry is to strive to create a so1wce o/ energy and 
'materials and equipment to serve as a basis for an 
independent economy. 

Electrical power should be vigorously developed anJ 
should of necessity stay one step ahead of the other 
branches. Thermo-power should be coupled with 
hydropower, large-size plants with medium-size 
plants, both to be directly managed by the central 
administration ; at the same time we must build small 
hydropower stations wherever possible, especially in 
the highlands . In order to rapidly create a source of 
electrical power for economic expansion, in the years 
ahead we must rely on home-supplied coal and build 
big-capacity thermo-power stations while making 
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active preparations for the building of hydropower 
stations on the strength of existing possibilities. For 
the production of electrical energy, cement, bricks 
and tiles, for use as fuel and for export, we must quickly 
increa1.e our production of coal For t his we must 
dig new mines wh ile going on with the exploitation 
of old ones, streamline the management regime of coat 
and reinforce the machinery for this management, 
determine the precise tasks of each unit at the base, 
consolidate the various labour organizations, and bring 
about a ba lanced and ra tional relationship between 
labour and equipmen t, and between the various links 
in the chain of coal production. 

The production of b1iilding materials (cement, wood , 
bricks, tiles, l ime, etc.) should be considered an 
important task of our State and be disposed into a 
nation-wide network, with a clear-cut distribution 
of responsibilities between the central and regional 
administrations, and a close combination of handicrafts 

-with modern industry. We must make the building 
materia ls industry keep pace with the building of 
new ma terial and technical bases, especially after 
the years of savage war of destruction by the American 
irn per i alists. 

In the building of the metalt1trgical branch we must 
pay attention to the various economic and technica l 
problems and endeavour to secure the highest economic 
efficienc_y in building and production; attach due 
importance to the metallurgy of ferrous metals while 
reserving for that of non-ferrous metals an appropriate 
position conformable to the state of our natural 
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resources. Right from now, we must intensify geolo­
gical surveying and strive to i:rain cadres and skilled 
workers capable of shouldering the various tasks m 
research, planning, and production. 

The chemical branch should rapidly grow equal to 
the great role it is playing in modern industry. For 
the immediate future, we must concentrate our efforts 
on build ing a number of major enterprises having a 
direct bearing on the completion of the fundamental eco­
nomic tasks of the initial period, namely those pro­
ducing fertilizers, insecticides, synthetic plastics, etc. 
At the same time we must actively map out a long­
tenn economic-technical plan with concrete targets 
set for each period so that each economic plan will 
definitely help our national production forward on the 
road of " chemistry-ization ". 

The orientation laid down above for the develop­
ment of the various branches of heavy industry in the 
immediate future conforms both to the role of the 
latter as a "lever'· for lifting small production to large­
scale production and to its own long-term advance. 

TO GIVE A STRONG IMPULSE TO LIGHT INDUSTUY 

The development of heavy industry requires a ba­
lanced expansion of light industry, which produces 
necessaries for the people and goods for export during 
the period of primitive accumulation and ·is an impor­
tant outlet for heavy industry. 
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What with an under-developed economy and many 

years of war, our people's standard of living is still low 

and many urgent problems have to be solved. At present, 

we are not yet able to improve radically the living 

conditions of our entire society ; however, to ensure 

a minimum standard of living indispensable during 

the early stage of industrialization, we must develop 

light indust ry, increase the production of consumer 

goods at a quick rate and put an end to unnecessary 

shortages. . 
On the other hand, with our abundant and skilful 

labour force and our available n atural resources, 

especially our rich t ropical agriculture, we can give a 

strong boost to light industry and quickly turn out a 

great variety of consumer goods both for home con­

sumption and, partly, for export. 
To play its important role in the people's life and 

in export, our system of light industry must develop 

a ll-sidedly and include the food, weaving, household 

utensils, wood-processing, paper, and cultural commodi­

ties industries. Such a l ight industry should be built 

both at central and regional level according to the 

economic and technical characteristics of each branch 

and each enterprise. At the beginning jt could combine 

rudimentary with modem techniques, but should gra­

dually become wholly mech anized and modernized. 

It should comprise not only State-owned en terprises 

but a lso a large number of collective enterprises run 

by workers in handicrafts and small industry. To look 

down upon the latter two is to show a poor under­

s tanding of our present economic situation and an in­

adequate grasp of the law of advance from small to 
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large-scale production. We must unceasingly consoli­
date and perfect the socialist production relations in 
handicrafts and small industry, reinforce leadership 
and management by the State, bring about true equal­
ity among the members of· the co-operatives and prop­
er relationships between the latter and the State. 
At the same time, we must actively seek technical im­
provements, boost production, widen the variety of 
commodities produced, and turn handicrafts and small 
industry into an efficient part of light industry. 

In shor t, while carrying out socialist industrializa­
tion, we must get a firm hold on the key branches : 
mechanical engineering, electrical power, fuel, met­
allurgy, chemical engineering, building materials, 
foodstuffs, weaving and household utensils, wood pro­
cessing, paper and cultural articles. To pay full atten­
tion to those key branches and develop them in a 
balanced and rational way not only helps meet the 
need for better living conditions and enlarged repro­
duction, but also contributes with agriculture to the 
creation of an adequate basis for an independent 
national economy. 

TO STRIVE 1'0 DEVELOP AGRICULTURE 

Being a basic branch of the economy supplying 
society with such vital products as cereals and other 
foodstuffs, and an important base on which to expand 
industry, our agriculture must of necessity develop 
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according to a double orientation : to rapidly increase 
tot al outpu t , which should include a great variety of pro­
ducts, and at the same time quickly raise labour produc­
tivity. Only by so doing can we promote an all-sided 
growth of agriculture, build a modern industry, convert 
one part of socia l labour hitherto serving home needs to 
the manufacture of goods for expor t and , through 
foreign trade, make one part of agr icultural labour 
produce equipment and machinery for the technical 
revolution. This is the correct way to improYe the 
people 's standard of living, expand the rural market, 
and at the same time create accumulation for socia list 
industria lization. 

In this initial stage, the task of agriculture is ex­
tremely heavy. Agricultural production should make 
vigorous progress so as to meet the needs of the entire 
people, first of all in food , and ensure to them an ever 
better diet, supply raw materials to light industry and 
goods for export with a view to serving the technical 
revolution, and satisfy the requirements of national 
defence on all fronts. In the whole country and in 
each region, only by determining those requirements 
in an accurate and concrete way and relying on t he 
existing possibilities of our agriculture can we work 
out the best orientation in production, carry out 
regional specialization and rational planning of produc­
tion, give a strong impulse t o the technical revolu­
tion, and put a new face on agriculture in the whole 
country. 

Our agriculture is a tropical one with temperate 
streaks and is practised over three clearly-delimited 
areas : plains, midlands, and highlands, each with its 
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own strong points. Forestry, livestock breeding and 

perennial industrial crops consti.tute the strong point of 

the highlands, whereas cereals and other food crops and 

short-term industrial crops constitute that of the plains. 

In the midlands one can grow rice, subsidiary food 

crops, leguminous plants, and industrial crops, and 

also practise large-scale animal husbandry. In the 

course of agricultural development, the regional admin­

istrations should turn to account their respective 

strong points, while the various branches of the central 

administration should concentrate equipment and 

capital in appropriate sectors so as to promote agri­

cultural production in all three areas. These last few 

years, agriculture in the plains has made much pro­

gress and recorded remarkable ach ievements in sev­

eral respects. However , if within a short time there are 

no leaps forward in the output of r ice, subsidiary 

food crops and other plants, and especially in labour 

productivity so as to make possible a new division 

of labour, there cannot be substant ial changes in 

our economy and our people's life. The midla,nds and 

highlands have made lit tle headway in t he past few 

year s, by no means commensurate with their great 

potentialities. On· the basis of our achievements, it is 

high time we brought about a deep change in orienta­

tion regarding agricultural development and boldly 

set up in the midlands and highlands agricultural 

zones producing a high proportion of marketable com­

modities. Only by closely combining agricultural 

production in the plains with that in the midlands 

and highlands can we b ring into existence an all-sided 

and rich agriculture, capa ble of fully playing its 
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role as "basis" for industrial expansion. Agriculture 
in the plains should display vigorous growth and serve 
as a firm " springboard " for agricultural develop­
ment in t he highlands. Conversely, the latter should 
develop its own potentialities in order to support t he 
former. 

Besides the three above-mentioned areas, the sea 
assumes particular importance as an abundant source 
of marine products and a convenient line of communi­
cations and transport. In the course of socialist indus­
trialization, while working out an orientation for our 
production and effecting a new division of labour, we 
must pay adequate attention to the exploitation of 
the immense possibilities of the sea, so that it could 
contribute effectively to improving the people's stand­
ard of living and enriching the country. 

For the immediate future, the strategic task of agri­
culture lies in these three targets : " 5 tons of paddy, 
one farmer, two pigs." "Five tons of paddy per cul­
tivated hectare" does not simply mean enough food 
for the rice-growers but also for our whole society ; it 
does not mean that the food question will be solved sole­
ly with rice, but also with subsidiary food crops, vege­
tables and other foodstuffs in appropriate proportions 
according to the peculiarities of each region. 

"One farmer per cultivated hectare" is not solely 
aimed at providing adequate manpower for intensive 
cultivation but also at a new division of labour in or­
der to develop agriculture and industry while reserv­
ing part of the labour force for turning out goods for 
export. 
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"Two pigs per cultivated hectare" will not only 

supply meat for home consumption but also manure 

for intensive cultivation, with part of t he meat reserv­

ed for export. To bend every effort towards these 

three targets is to strive to turn monoculture into a 

multi-sided agricul ture, bring the regional econo_mies 

into full play and redistribute regional labour as a 

basis for a new, nationwide, division of labour. 

In order to fulfil those strategic tasks, we must be 

fully aware of the orientation in the building and 

development of large-scale socialist agriculture in our 

country, and of the relationship between industry and 

agriculture in the stage ahead ; we must boldly perfect 

both our general and operational guidance of agr icul­

ture and adopt a new style of work, practical and thor­

oughgoing. Leading cadres should visit every co-op­

erative ~nd every locality and be able t o assess the 

situation there and recommend bold and practical 

measures likely to supply radical solutions to their 

economic and technical problems. From typical indi­

vidual successes one should be able to dr aw general 

conclusions with a scientific character and should not 

be content with mere empiricism; however, when seek­

ing to "multiply" these successes, one should take 

the fullest account of concrete conditions and adapt 

the experience acquired to each ca tegory of soil, plants 

and animals. Democracy should be broadened, innova­

tions encouraged ; at the same time one should enforce 

strict discipline, both economic and technical, both in 

production and in distribution, in keeping wit h 

the peculiarities of each locality and each co-operative, 
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and combat waywardness and diffuseness, those beset­
ting sins of the small producer. Cadres of the Party 
and administration, particularly at district and village 
level, should have a thorough knowledge of the eco­
nomic and technical peculiarities relating to every 
plant and animal; they should be able to solve prob­
lems concerning water, fertilizers, seeds, the cultiva­
tion calendar and agricultural implements; they 
should possess practical knowledge concerning the 
management of co-operatives, and each should special­
ize in some given field of agricultural production, 
for which he would be held responsible. For the 
present, they must have a thorough knowledge of the 
new rules for co-operatives and implement them scru­
pulously. While endeavouring to perfect the manage­
ment of agriculture and consolidate its machinery 
from central to basic level , we should actively 
build a new material and technical basis for 
agriculture : complete the hydraulic networks, ensure 
enough water for intensive cultivation; increase the 
supply of fertilizers, especially manure and green com­
post; eliminate bad seeds; equip the labour force 
with appropriate tools, etc. 

And so in order to fulfil the two fundamental eco­
nomic tasks of the initial stage - capital accumulation 
for industrialization and satisfaction of the people's 
needs - our still backward agriculture must go 
through a process of deep and many - sided 
revolutionary transformation·. transformation of pro­
duction relations coupled with technical improvement : 
all -sided agricultural development coupled with re­
gional specialization; intensive cultivation and crop 
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rotation coupled with extension of cultivated acreage. 

Such a revolutionary transformation of agriculture 

cannot be the work of the peasantry alone, but must 

be the common concern of the working class, the whole 

socialist State, all branches and all levels. Like industry, 

agriculture is a basic branch of the national economy, 

rests upon a regime of socialist collective ownership 

(though to a lesser degree) and contributes to enlarged 

social reproduction. Hence it should not be made 
light of, in our work of giving guidance - either 

general or operational - to our economy, for a slow 

and unbalanced development of agriculture will 

certainly have a bad effect on the whole cycle of 

social production, particularly in the initial st age 

when we t ake agriculture as the basis for priority 

development of heavy industry. Therefore, our State 

organs, both at central and at regional level, and par­

ticularly in the industrial, financial and commercial 

branches, should serve it even better and act on it even 

more vigorously so as to bring about within a short 

period of t ime fundamental changes which will foresha­

dow other changes 1n the whole of our national 

economy. 

SfMULT~\NEOUS BUILDING OF THE CENTRAL AND 

REGIONAL ECONOMIES 

To ensure i ts close and harmonious co - ordination 

with a multifarious agriculture undergoing deep 

transformation, our industry should include two 

119 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

sectors: one run by the central administration, the 
other by the various regional administrations. This 
co- ordination takes place not only on a na.tional 
level but also in ea::h region. Agriculture is to supply 
industry - both central and r egional - with food , 
labour, raw materials and market. Means of production 
and consumer goods for the rural areas are to be 
provided not only by regional but also central 
industry. This double relationship (between agriculture 
and either industrial sector) r.onstantly evolves 
according to the technical level and the scope of 
production reached in each branch in each period. 
For the immediate future, while a new division of 
labour is being carried into effect in agriculture and 
centrally-run industry is sti ll young, the co-ordina.tion 
between agriculture and industry at regional level 
assume;; particular importance. Hence, in order to 
achieve an opt-inwm balance between industry and 
agricult1,tre, one must transfer responsibilities in 
economic management to the various regional echelons, 
provide stronger assistance from the central admin­
istr?-tion and rapidly bring into existence pro;;perous 
regional economies while building up the different 
branches of the centrally-run economy. 

To build regional economies together with a centrally­
run economy is to set up a rational. economic struc­
ture aimed not only at establishing the best possible 
relationships between industry and agriculture but 
also at supplying rational -solutions to a whole series 
of other major problems and relationships in our econ­
omy, which is progressing from small production to 
large-scale socialist production. Indeed, the objective 
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development of our economy is raising problems on 
both the national and regional scales and questions of 
balanced proportion both f~r the whole country and for 
each r egion. Besides economic branches and enterprises 
which can only prosper under cen tral management, 
our socialist economy also includes others that can 
only do so under regional management. To overlook 
this objective reality of our economic life, t o make no 
distinction between national and regional problems, 
will hamper the action of economic laws and the ex­
pansion of our economy, which has not known the 
st age of capitalist development. L arge-scale mech aniz­
ed production can only spring from a judicious com­
bination of concentrated and unified leadership by the 
central administration with the right of the various 
regional administrations to collective masterhood; it 
can only come from t he building of big enterprises 
coupled with the conversion of small production and 
a re-division of labour at regional level. We should 
know how to bring into full play the great potential­
ities not only of the entire country but also of each 
region in order to promote a powerful development of 
production in many places and on various scales . Not 
only should we make the most of the superior feat ures 
of socialism to set up large-scale modern economic 
bases to serve as the backbone of our national econo­
my, but we should also know how to build appropriate 
economic organizations at regional level so as to turn 
to account a ll possibilities of the people and make 
them participate in the construction of the economy, 
development of production and organization of. daily 
life. 
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We start from a backward economy and a low 
standard of living, with the consumption needs of 
our country and our people becoming more and more 
complex. The central authorities can and must only 
see to basic consumer needs of national import while 
the various regions must satisfy secondary ones in an 
adequate and timely way. Close coordination and clear 
apportionment of responsibilities between the central 
and regional administrations is the best way to satisfy 
the people's consumer needs in accordance not only 
with the level of development of the whole count ry 
but also with the possibilities and peculiarities of 
each region. For this reason the prob lem of balance be­
tween production and consumption must be posed and sol v­
ed not only on a national scale but also for each 
region. Either of these two sorts of equilibrium has its 
own importance; they support and complement each 
other. Once major proble-ms of balance between pro­
duction and consumption are solved by the central 
administration, the various regional administrations are 
in a position to give better solutions to similar prob­
lems arising in each region. Conver~ely, once local 
problems of balance are solved, conditions are created 
for the central administration to settle in a better way 
major problems of balance with a national import. 

\Vithin each region, an equipoise between production 
and consumption will .:ause the economy to make 
greater headway, the s tandard of living to rise, and 
greater contributions to be made to the national 
economy. Because of the fact that each region must 
and can develop to the highest degree its latent 
possibilities and emulate the others in expanding its 
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e conomy according to its potentia lities a nd require­
ments, production and consumption alike will grow 
more diversified and the people's living conditions 
will be bettered. To be sure, fundamental unified 
standards must be set for consumption in the whole 
country, for this is a principle of socialism and an 
imperative requirement of the socialist regime of 
collective ownership. 

The advance from small handicraft production to 
large-scale modt rn production necessarily calls for a 
re-division of laboiw. A given technical level necessarily 
begets a corresponding division of labour. At present, 
when productive forces have grown beyond national 
boundaries, social labour sh ould be distributed not 
only within the framework of individual nations but 
also to a certain extent on an international scale. In 
our country, the agricultural labour force, with a 
very low productivity, still makes up three-fourths 
of the total social labour force. Hence, a new division 
of labour means first and foremost a re-division of 
agricultural labo~r. To transfer part of food-producing 
Jabour to industrial-crop growing, livestock breeding, 
fishing, forestry, to turn part of agricultural labour 
over to industry, transport and communications, to 
convert unskilled labour into skilled labour, to raise 
low-productivity labour to a highly productive 
level- such are the urgent requirements of economic 
building, such is the essential a im of labour manage­
m ent in the present stage. Those steps in the re­
division of labour, if timely and rational, will quicken 
the pace of the technical revolution and the birth of 
a large-scale system of production. We must be 
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deeply aware of the fact that both primitive accumu­
lation and the improvement of the people's living 
standards can only be achieved on the basis of a 
re-division of social labour, a re-division of labour 
among the various branches of the economy, and 
not by maintaining the present state of agricultural 
labour. 

In the stage immediately ahead, the new division 
of labour should be effected, starting essentially from the 
various production bases and regions. No doubt the 
vigorous growth of centrally-run economic branches 
will attract a certain number of rural workers, impart 
to labour a wholly new quality, and transform its 
structure in the upward direction of large-scale pro­
duction. However, ,if we rely solely on the develop­
ment of those branches the re-division of labour will 
proceed very slowly for, each year, they can absorb 
only a relatively small proportion of the labour force 
and raise the productivity of only a part of social 
labour, while the major part of the work force, held 
in the various regions, urgently calls for rational 
distribution and utilization. How to increase labour 
productivity and free part of the agricultural labour 
force from its old occupations? How to use this freed 
labour in the most advantageous way? Such prob­
lems, which crop up every day, can only be grasped 
and solved in time by individual co-operatives and 
localities. The setting up of small rural mechanical 
workshops have freed millions of workdays; yet, in 
many places, these have not been used in new occu­
pations, and so new wealth has not been created 
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for society and the productivity of agricultural labour 
h as not been raised. If these shortcomings in economic 
management are not overcome in t ime, the intro­
duction of science and technique into agr iculture will 
be hampered, the new division of labour hindered, 
and the building of the new economy slowed 
down. 

This law of development of the division of labour in 
our country, which is progressing from small produc­
tion to large-scale production, requires from us t he 
greatest efforts not only to promote the growth of the 
centrally-run branches of the economy but also to 
build the various regional economies in a rational way. 
Only on the basis of a re-division of labour in each 
r egion coupled with the building of regional economies 
can we proceed to a re-division of labour for the whole 
of society. Conversely, the expansion of the national 
-economy and of cemrally-run economic branches will 
act upon the economic and labour situation in the 
various regions and quicken the re-division of labour 
there. 

Two phenomena usually appear in the relationship 
between town and countryside: separation of town 
from countryside on the one hand, and urbanization 
of the latter, on the other. These two processes are by 
no means independent and separate ones, but are close­
ly linked with the development of the economy, espe­
-cially that of industry. The separation of town from 
.countryside means in fact that of industry from agri­
c ulture, and the urbanization of the countryside is in 
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effect the industrialization of agriculture, the implant­
ation of industry in the rural areas, the close coordi­
nation of industry and agriculture. To build a central­
ly-run economy while concurrently developing the va­
rious regional economies is the best way to associate 
town and countryside and quickly do away with differ­
ences between the two. By constructing centrally-run 
industrial bases at appropriate sites and expanding the 
regional economies, which include agriculture and re­
gional industry, we shall be able to de,:elop both town. 
and countryside. Towns will appear in many places in 
close association with ru,ral areas. Besides some rela­
tively big cities which will serve as political, economic, 
and cultural centres for the whole country, we shall, 
on the strength of our economic development, build a 
large number of small and medium-sized towns in 
various places, so as to bring their influence to bear 
upon rural areas and help the latter progress at a fast 
pace in the economic, cultural ·and social fields. We 
shall have then put a new face on every region, in the 
highlands as well as in the lowlands, and provide all 
citizens, wherever they may live, with material welfare· 
and a rich and wholesome cultural life. 

The simultaneous building of the central and regional 
economies also creates a firm economic basis j or the 
people's national defence. The strength of people's war 
in our country lies in the power displayed by the entire· 
people standing up to oppose the enemy, organized 
into political and military forces and using appropriate 
tactics in all three strategic areas: hill-forest, plain,. 
and urban. Each province is a strategic unit, both. 
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operationally and logistically, both for combat and for 
production. Hence we must not only see to the build­
ing of a modern heavy industry but a lso strive to 
construct solid regional economies ; not only bring into 
existence great productive forces but also know how 
to distribute them geographically, in conformity witn 
our military strategy. By doing so, we shall be able, 
in any kind of war and under any circumstances, to 
maintain and expand our potential in both combat and 
production and foster the people's strength with a 
view to a protracted struggle. 

The above-mentioned law of economic develop­
ment in our country is fashioning many relationships 
between the c1ntrat and regional econom£es and raising 
many new problems in economic management. 

The more the regional economies expand, the heav­
ier their managerial duties, while the content of centra­
lized m anagement by the central administration grows 
also richer. As our economy develops, maoyregional pro­
blems will assume nat ional import, many questions of ba 
lanced proportion and field of production of a regional 
character will take on national dimensions. Thus, 
the central economy will be s trengthened step by step 
thanks to the blossoming of regional possibilities and 
innovations. However, the content of regional manage­
ment will grow ever richer as the economy develops : 
while questions of balanced proportion and field of pro­
duction that have gone beyond the bounds of regional 
management are t urned over to the central adminis­
tration, a whole series of new problems relating to 
t hose matters will arise from the local economic life 
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And so an ever-changing, ever-developing content is 
supplied by economic life to the management of both 
the central and the regional administrations. One 
should neither fear that by spreading to the va­
rious regions the centrally-run economy may weaken, 
nor that centralization may check. the growth of region­
al economies. Previously we had taken steps towards 
the apportionment of economic responsibilities between 
the central and provincial administrations, but this 
was not clearly set forth. We had not yet taken full 
account of this reality, this law: our socialist econo­
my must of necessity comprise a centrally - run 
economy and regional economies . The distribution 
of managerial responsibilities to the various re­
gions aims at crea ting conditions for the latter to 
expand agriculture and regional industry, carry out 
a new division of labour and, on that basis, make a 
greater contribution to the development of the cen­
t ral economy as well as give timely solutions to prob­
lems raised by the life of the local people, in accord­
ance with the line and policies laid down by the 
central authorities. 

Owing to this apportionment of managerial respon­
sibilities in all fields, there will be, within our unified 
economic structure, a centrally - run economy and re­
gina l economies, a centrally-run industry and regional 
industries, a national plan and regional plans, a nation­
a l budget and regional budgets. 

To regionalize . economic management, to strive 
to develop the regional economies, is by no 
means tantamount to turning each region into an 
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independent economic unit. The central administra­
tion takes in hand the unified and concentrated leader­
ship of the whole economic system through the national 
plan comprising the main balances and indices, through 
the establishment of major policies and basic standards 
for both production and consumption, and through the 
a llocation of resources and capital. The central econo­
my includes the most important branches and acts as 
a leading force and a lever in regard to the whole of 
the national economy. Basing itself on the line, poli­
cies, and common orientation and plan laid down 
by the central administration, each region will build 
and manage its own economy. A component part of 
the national economy, each regional economy is at the 
same time a ra tional and balanced structure within the 
compass of a given region. While embodying the com­
mon orientation, plan and policies worked out by 
the central administration, it reflects the innovations 
a nd creativeness of that region, its t ra its and peculiar­
rities. 

The relationships between the various regions are 
those of socialist cooperation between the various parts 
of a nationwide system of division of social labour. 
They t ake on many aspects: exchange and assistance 
as regards technique, raw materials, and consumption ; 
cooperative efforts for building economic and cultural 
works of common interest, etc. These relationships 
are placed under the guidance of the central authori­
ties : they should not run counter to the State plan, 
but, on the contr ary, should complement and enrich it. 
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For the provinces to have all necessary conditions 
for developing their economies, we must, besides 
delegating to them managerial responsibilities in the eco­
nomic, cultural, and educational fields, ensure for them 
adequate manpower, resources, finances, and a market,. 
so as to meet their requirements for economic deve­
lopment and a large-scale re-division of labour. Natu­
rally, the optimum dimensions to be given any region are 
not a hard-and-fast, immutable frame, identical for all 
provinces. While delimiting anyone of the latter, we 
should carefully weigh all factors: territory, popula­
tion, industrial and agricultural resources, means of 
transport and communications, etc. so as to achieve 
a harmony conducive to a balanced expansion of the 
regional economy. 

The relationship between the centrally-run econo­
my and the various regional economies is a multi-sided 
and complex one, which should be embodied in whole 
series of regulations and practical measures, for in­
stance on planning, revenue and expenditure, alloca­

tion of resources and products, etc. In order to carry 
into effect the line and policies on economic develop­
ment laid down by the Party and the State, we should 
not be content with a number of general principles 
and slogans but, on the contrary, make a thorough 
study of organizational problems, rules and regulations 
and effect a clear apportionment of work and respon­
sibilities so as to avoid both unnecessary duplications 
and _the absence of people specifically in charge, both 
bureaucratic centralization and anarchistic dispersal. 
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Ii\lPHOVING ECONOMIC i\lA:-JAGEi\lENT 

Once the line and orien tation for economic develop­
ment bas been laid down, the setting up of an appro­
pria te management system assumes tremendous impor­
tance, for it may decide the success or failure of the 
line itself. Our present system and machinery of eco­
nomic management still present many inadequacies 
and are not yet equal to our tasks of economic build­
ing, thereby affecting the implementation of the Par­
ty's line and policies and slowing down ;:;omewhat the 
pace of economic t ransformation and construction. 
And yet many of our comrades are not fu lly aware of 
our shortcomings in this field ; they have not fully 
realized the importance of economic management, and 
have not seriously t ackled the work of economic or­
ganization. 

To manage the economy is to manage a living or­
ganism which develops according to objective laws. A 
management system can only be considered appro­
priate when it fully reflects the laws governing the 
evolution of the economy as a whole and also its pe­
culiar manifestations in each region, each sector, each 
unit, and in each period. Born of objective reality and 
varying with the economic juncture, it tolerates nei­
ther waywardness, schematism nor bureaucratism. It 
requires leaders of all branches and at all levels to 
be thoroughly acquainted with economic life and alive 
to the emergence of a ll new factors. The strength of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat comes precisely 
from its ability to comprehend the law of 
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development of things and advocate measures that 
meet the exigencies of this evolution. 

At present in the North, when the development of 
p roduction and the re-division of labour are in their 
initial stage, the regime of economic management must 
show extreme flexibi lity and conform to both the uni­
versal economic law.; 0f socialism and those which 
govern the advance from !'>ma ll to large-scale produc­
tion; it must reflect to the greatest extent both u ni­
fied central leadership and the collective masterhood 
of the various regions and basic units . \Ye must step 
up planning work while jud iciously utilizing market 
rela t ions and making a wider application of cost 
accounting. Material incentives must be brought into 
play while political and ideologica l education should 
be in tensified and the socialist consciousness of the 
masses heightened. 

In socialist economic management, mention should 
be made first of all of planning work, that especial 
advantage of the socialist economic system. To neglect 
planning work and make light of the law of planned 
economic developm_eot is to divorce oneself from the 
essence of the socialist economy and to abolish the 
role of the State of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
as organizer and manager of the economy. However , 
the problem facing us at present is : how, in ou r plan­
ned economy, can we and should we effect planning 
work ? To what extent should we utilize market r ela­
tions and such levers as credit, price, wages and pro ­
fit? There lies one of the fundament al quest ions of 
economic management in our country at present. 
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Because we start from small-scale production, we 

arc faced with economic problems of both national 

and regiona l import. And so comprehensive plans 

should be worked out at three levels: central, regional 

and basic. This is an objective necessity which accords 

with the present level of developmen t of our economy 

and the essential tasks of the initial stage of economic 

expansion and accumulation. Planning authorities a t 

each level are entrusted with tasks and powers aimed 

at enabling them to solve their own spe'cific economic 

problems while contributing to the greatest extent to 

the development of the national economy . The cent ral 

plan points out the orientation to be given the whole 

of the nat ional economy, determines the pace and tempo 

of the key branches, defines the major balances and 

stages in economic development, and sets the 

major tasks and indices for the whole country. Under 

the genera l leadership and operational guidance of the 

central planning authorities, each region and basic unit 

will work out its own plan of development aimed at 

fulfilling the tasks and indices set by the central plan: at 

the same t ime it must show the greatest initiative and 

imagination in turning to account all potentialities, 

fulfilling all tasks and solving all problems existing at 

regional or basic level. E ach planning echelon is a 

unit for production and cost accounting, for 

accumula tion and enlarged reproduction. Besides 

economic and technical ind ices fixed for the whole 

country, it can and must have its ownindices.Although 

entrusted with different tasks and functions, the three 

planning echelons form an organic whole in whic_b 
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the leading role is played by the centra l planning 
authorities. 

Our national economy is going through a process of 
fast revolutionary change. In both production and 
consumption, there constantly appear new require­
ments, potentialities and balances, which we can 
comprehend only through actual practice. Hence, we 
must on the one hand hold f-irm to the long-term plan 
which outlines the development of the national econo­
my over a relatively long period and contains major 
projects for the building and expansion of large-scale 
production, and on the other, pay the greatest atten#on 
to short-term plans, which are concrete operational 
plans for achieving a specific target, settling specific 
questions, and giving timely solutions to problems 
arising in the process of plan-implementation. 

Without a long-term plan, ranging over five to ten 
years for instance, one cannot visualize the develop­
ment of the whole of the economy and carry out aU 
necessary preparations such as accumulation of capi­
tal, training of cadres and workers, scientific and 
technica l research, fundamental investigations and 
geological surveys, delimitation of economic zones 
and planning of production, etc. But in our present 
economic conditions, we must attach the greatest 
importance to our short-term, yearly, plans and see 
to their monthly, even daily, implementation, for 
these practical activities bear tangible fruits. To follow 
closely the development of the economy, to get a 
thorough grasp of the situation in the basic units, to 
discover new factors and correct all defects in good 
time - this .must be the regular style of work of all 
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economic services. In that sense, the d irection of the 

economy and of production may be likened to com­

manding a war operation. 

At present, an impori.ant part of our socialist 

economy still lingers in a state of dispersed handi­

crafts; many requirements of social life, especially daily 

necessities, are too numerous and diverse for our 

State to fully foresee and satisfy. This situation demands 

that our State, while directing the economy, should 

skil/1tl/y combine the plan with the market and supple­

ment the former with the latter. We can and must 

not only regulate- through the Sta te P lan, which may 

be considered the second programme of the Party and 

is a law enacted by the State of the dictatorship of t he 

proletariat - the fundamental economic relationships 

and essential balances, but also u tilize the mechanism 

of the market wilh a view to controlling economic in­

dices and adjusting certain economic activities of 

secondary importance not included in the reckonings 

of the Plan. We must not only devote the greatest 

attention to planning work and to the indices of the 

Plan, but also strictly control the activity of the 

market so as to promote its positive role while check­

ing its negative influence on planned economic manage­

ment. 

The practice of economic builrling in the other 

socialist countries as well as in our own proves 

that in economic management, we must correctly 

utilize such levi:rs as price, wages, profit and credit, 

and fu lly enforce the regime of cost accounting 

and the s0cialist mode of doing business. The 
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commodity-money relationship is a product of history 
which is closely bound up with a given level of 
development of production. On the basis of private 
ownership, its development goes with class differen­
tiation and accelerates the division of society into 
the rich and the poor. But once the levers of the 
economy are in the hands of the p roletarian State, 
once the exploiting classes have been abolished, once 
the small producers have taken the road of collective 
work, then a judicious and rationa l development of 
the commodity-money relationship coupled with a re­
<livision of labour and the technical revolution will 
become a positive factor in promoting the growth of 
production and organizing a new life. Therefore, to 
bring into play the law of value, practice cost 
accounting and use these levers: price, profit, wages 
and credit, are extremely important economic 
problems. The law of va lue and the practice of cost 
accounting make it possible to gauge the economic 
effectiveness of economic and technical measures, 
check up the quality of work in each enterprise, 
regi,m, branch, and at each level, mobilize all 
latent economic possibilities and encourage innovatiom, 
thrift and industriousness in the interest of the State 
and the nation. The work of economic building in 
such a country as ours, which is still poor and where 
labour productivity is low and financial resources 
limited, demands that all the more attention be pa id 
to business efficiency, so as to be able to satisfy our 
immediate needs while effecting enlarged reproduction. 
We must, not only on a national scale but even 
within each branch, at each level and in each basic 
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economic unit, accumulate profits for enlarged repro­
duction, and all branches, levels and units must show 
definite progress aaer each cycle of production. How­
ever, we should not view profits and losses with the 
petty mind of the small individual producer. In our 
present conditions, the greatest profit lies in expanding 
production, multiplying branches and trades, increasing 
the quantity of products, and raising labour produc­
tivity in each branch and in the whole of our national 
economy. On t hat basis, and only on that basis, can 
we speak of profits and reconcile profit-making with 
the socialist nature of our economy. On the one hand, 
we must in so far as is possib le make profits in each 
branch and each period ; on the other we should 
take the development of the whole of our economy 
over a long period into consideration in order to 
examine the question o f profits and losses in a 
comprehensive way. 

As we advance from small to large-scale production 
and from a natural to a commodity economy, the pro­
blem of circulation and distribitt£on assumes all the more 
importance vis-a-vis the process of social reproduction. 
Being an intermediate link between various sectors of 
production and between production and consumption, 
binding the various economic branches and sectors 
into a unified organism and joining our independent 
national economy to those of other countries, circula­
tion with its many branches must actively serve pro­
duction, expand economic exchanges, reinforce the 
policy of pri-::es, improve buying and selling, and 
reduce circulation costs. Only in this way can we sfr 
mulate the new division of labour and the process of 
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enlarged reproduction, contribute to accumulation and 
satisfy the people's needs better. The cadres of the trade 
services are not" vulgar merchants '' ; they must be con­
sidered the "housewives" of society, the "commissa­
r ies" of the people, who look after the economic in­
terests of a ll members of society and ensure their 
1·ight to be masters. 

Being the hub for the distribution of nationa l in­
come, the clearing centre and the " nerve centre·' of the 
whole of our national economy. the financial and ban­
king ser vices must not only collect capital but also 
create conditions for its quicker accumulation and con­
centration, effect a judicious distribution of national 
income, and bring about a rational relationship be­
tween accumulation and consumption in agreement 
with the special characteristics and requirements of 
each stage of economic development. 

Our country is still poor, labour productivity very 
low. To establish a correct relationship between pri­
mitive accumulation and immediate consumption is a 
very a rduous task. Without the former, there can 
never be a qualitative leap in economic expansion, a 
heavy industry and a large-scale production system 
which will serve as a basis for a prosperous economy 
and a life of abundance. Hence, to "tigh ten our belts'', 
reduce all expenditures that are not really indispen­
sable, and resolutely reserve funds for accumulation 
is an imperative necessity and bears witness to our 
people's high political consciousness in building social­
ism. However, the very nature of the socialist econo­
my and the necessity of raising labour productivity 
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a nd expanding production demand that we should pay 
even greater care and attention to the people's welfare, 
meet all their basic needs, and be determined to put 
an end to all unnecessary shortages and complications 
in their daily life. 

Besides, the financial and banking services must 
t hrough their activities strengthen their control and 
supervision over the various branches, regions and 
production units, urge a ll branches and echelons to 
perfect their economic planning and production orien­
tation, drastically save labour, resources and money, 
and resolutely com bat embezzlement and waste. These 
two evils should be looked upon as unpardonable of­
fences, for they not only drain us of our material 
wealth bu t also impair the new production relations 
and affect the thoughts and feelings of the new, soci­
alist, man. 

To fulfil those tasks, economic cadres of all bran­
ches and echelons, especially those of the trade, 
financial and banking services, should study hard so 
as to gain a thorough understanding of the econo­
mic line and policies of the Party and the State, 
acquire fundamental knowledge of circulation, distri­
bution and credit, fully grasp the importance of this 
system of levers, and strive to expand and strengthen 
it for use in economic direction and management. 

One of the oust anding features of economic manage 
ment in our country at present is the following: on 
the one hand, we must manage a socialis t economy 
progressing from small to large-scale production, 
from dispersal to concentration; on t he other, we 

139 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

have to run modern, strictly organized, and highly 
concentrated enterprises. Hence, besides a common 
management regime for the whole of our national 
economy, we must work out an appropriate manage­
ment system for enterprises, which rests on the 
following basic principles: to fulfil the political tasks 
of the en terprise, t horoughly master technique and 
create conditions for its improvement, observe pro­
duction discipline in all respects - planning, mate­
rials and equipment, finances, labour-and ensure the 
workers' r ight to collective masterhood and to ade­
quate living conditions. Those fundamental principles 
of management express the concentrated and unified 
character of modern industry and the collective 
masterhood of the workers' masses, stimulate and 
ceaselessly r aise labour productivity, and help im­
prove the living standards of the working people. Such 
is the purpose of the management of enterprises. 

To shoulder our tasks of economic management, 
development of production, and organization of social 
life, we must bnild a powerful machinery which can 
meet the requirements of economic management and 7 
adapt itself to the peculiarities of each branch and each 1 
region,which is systematically oriented towards. the base 
and thoroughly acquainted with every economic and 
technical problem. We must guard against modelling 
it after an administrative service, which will divorce 
it from its economic tasks and prevent it from meeting 
the exigencies of productive techniques : otherwise 
there may arise important problems without 
anyone empowered to settle them, while in other 
cases there m,iy be duplication of responsibilities and 
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powers; there may be a glut of desk personnel coupl­
ed with a dearth of managers, controllers and super­
visors, which will result in impaired managerial efficien­
cy. Between the operative par ts of this machinery, 
there must be established working relationships and 
correct rules and regulations aimed at clearly delimit­
ing powers and responsibilities, ensuring respect for the 
masterhood of each branch and echelon, subject to the 
overall sovereignty of the State, and guaranteeing the 
various management echelons-on t he basis of general 
economic and technical s tandards and within the 
framework of the State plan - the r igh t to allocate 
labour, money and resources with a view to fully 
exploit ing a ll potentialities and successfully accom­
plishing a ll production tasks. 

In the relationships bet ween the various branches 
and echelons, great a ttention must be paid to control 
work : economic control, technical control and person­
nel control. Cont rol work and the regime of economic 
contracts should be made a management routine, 
which will allow us to correct in t ime all errors and 
shortcomings in our p ractical managerial work. 

One import ant task of economic organization is t o 
correctly determine the relationships between the Party , 
the State and the ·masses in economic management. 
Being t he leader and the genera l staff of the army of 
-economic builders, the Party must work out the funda­
mental line and policies, establish major principles and 
m easures, mobilize the masses for a powerful offensive 
on the economic front, and control the activities of State 
-organs. The Party's leadership is a h istorical necessity; it 
<t:nsures a corrfct orientation to our economy, safeguards 
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the interests of the various strata of the people, 
and ceaselessly strengthens the role of the latter as. 
masters. Both in t he revolution in general and in eco­
nomic const ruction in particular, our Party has no axe 
to grind. The whole of the national economy as well 
as each factory and field is the property of the peo- l 
ple in different forms of collective ownership and differ- I 
ent economic and technical conditions. This objective 1. 
reality requires that our Party should work out dif-
ferent methods of leadership fitted for each case (in-
dustry , agriculture, factories, cooperatives, etc.) so as 
to firmly maintain the leadership of the Party, uphold 
the managerial functions of the administration, while 
ensuring the direct exercise by the masses of their 
right to be the masters. 

Symbol of the people's sovereignty, the State is 
the organ of power which manages the national econo­
my in their name. Hence, for the Party's economic 
line and policies to be carried into effect, one must 
bring into play t he managerial and organizational 
functions of the State . Basing themselves on laws, sta­
tutes, rules, and through the medium of their special­
ized, technical, and professional agencies, the various 
echelons of State power directly manage the economy, 
give guidance to production and distribution, and har­
monize the material interests o.{ the various social strata 
in accordance with the line laid down by the Party. 
To build a strong State apparatus, respect the mana­
gerial functions of its various echelons and their role 
as " organs of power ", and ensure to them every condi­
tion and adequate powers for managing the economy­
such is the responsibility of the Party organs at all 
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levels. Our Party's success in economic direction lies 
not only in its having charted a correct course and 
mobilized its ranks to tackle economic and technical 
work seriousiy, but also in its having created a ·strong 
administrative system capable of shouldering its mana­
gerial tasks and translating the Par ty's line and poli­
cies into practical deeds of the masses. 

In the last analysis, both the Party's leadership and 
the administration 's managerial role aim at ensuring 
the right of the people to be the collective masters in 
all spheres of social life. However, in order to muster 
the strength of the entire people for economic con­
struction, and to prevent all manifestations of bureau­
cratism and abuse of power, we must devise adequate 
forms of direct mass participation in economic ma­
nagement and in the control of the activities of Party 
and State organs. 

Being the "school . of communism " , the school of 
economic management, the school for the education 
of the working masses, the trade-u,nions must drive 
home to the workers the political tasks of their en­
terprises and the positions and importance of the lat­
ter in regard to the system of production, the peoP,le's 
life, and the destiny and future of the country. They 
must ceaselessly raise the workers' consciousness and 
capability of being the masters and urge them to 
effectively participate in all productive activities and 
in the life of their enterprises. The organs of economic 
management must pay due regard to the opinion of the 
trade-unions,for this means that they are lis tening to the 
voice of a mass political organization and respecting the 
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right of the masses to be the collective masters. Oae 
important task of the trade-unions is to mobilize and 
guide the workers to participate fully in the emulation 
movement so as to invest it with a genuine mass 
character and show that the workers are the real 
masters in their enterprises. Socialist emulation, a 
product of the collective economic system and the 
new democratic regime, embraces a rich content­
politica l and moral, economic and technical. It is an 
appropriate way to mobilize and educate the masses, 
and a powerful motive power for stimulating produc­
tion, improving technique, and increasing labour pro­
<luctivity. It judiciously reconciles the interests of the 
State with those of each collective and individual. 

The Working Youth U11ioii, the shock brigade on 
the front of production, science and technique, must 
hold a place worthy of its role in the managerial 
machinery , especially at the basic level. Party and 
State organs must rely on it to· fulfil their new and 
heavy economic duties and solve complex scientific 
and technical problems. In the course of t hose 
seething social activities, our young people are tem­
pered and educated and turned into true collective 
masters of society, both in production and in daily 
life. 

Thus, in the whole of the national economy as well 
as in each economic unit, there must be constant and 
close co-ordinat ion between the Party, the State and 
the people. Only on that basis can the latter's sover­
eignty be safeguarded fully and lastingly and the 
socialist .. regime be truly consolidated. 
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To advance to socialism without going through the 

s tage of capitalist development is for the working 

people the shortest way to freedom and happiness. 

However, we shall have to face many difficulties and 

hardships, for we are starting from scratch, having 

inherited very little from the old society. Besides, this 
is a new road in history. 

This revolutionary road is beset with difficulties. But 

in the light of Marxism-Leninism, thanks to the rich 

experience gained in the brother countries as well as 

in our own, our Party has gradually got a full grasp 

of the law of development of revolution and perfected 

its line and policies. Moreover, after ten-odd years 

of socialist revolution in varying circumstances, we 

have accumulated precious experience in the building 

of the economy and the transformation of society. Our 

cadres, both managerial and technical, have visibly 

matured; their ranks, in particular, have expanded. 

The new production relations occupy a dominant 

position in society and are playing a highly positive 

role in economic development and in the resistance to 

American aggression, for national salvation. Our peo­

ple's industrious labour has laid a number of material 

bases for future progress. Lastly, we h ave received 

substantial assistance from the brother countries and 

benefited by their experience in all fields: economic, 

t echnical, etc. Those are /undamenta.t advantages which 

will enable us to advance with firm steps. In the 

period ahead, without a shadow of doubt, we shall 

.achieve even greater successes in socialist revolution. 

We shall increase even further the economic potential 
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of the North so as to improve the people's standard 
of living and, together with our 14 million fellow­
countrymen in the South, carry out our iron resolve: 
to win complete victory over the American aggressors . 

Our generation feels boundless pride for having not 
only defeated " two big imperialisms - the French 
and the American" but also opened the way for the 
building on Vietnamese soil of a socialist fatherland, 
strong and beautiful, independent and free, where 
democracy and happiness reign, thus fulfi_lling the 
wishes of Uncle Ho and of our entire people. 
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THE PARTY, THE ORGANIZER 
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VICTORY Ol~ MARXISl'\1-T,E -INISl\I CREATIYE LY 

APPLIED TO THE COJ\'CUETE 

CONDITIONS OF OUR COUNTRY 

F orty years is but a very short period in our 

national history, which is more than 4,000 years old. 

Yet it is during these last forty years that our people 

have recorded their greatest and proudest achieve­

ments. It is in this period that, integrated into t he 

general stream of progressive mankind , they have 

surged forward, driven by the powerful vitality of 

the new era, the glorious traditions of their nation, 

a nd full consciousness of their destiny and their 

future. 

Our country is neither very large in are~ nor 

very numerous in population; our society s tagnated 

in feudalism for a long time then was enslaved by 

imperialism for nearly one hundred years, in which 

even the name of Viet Nam was erased from the map. 

Yet within the space of a quarter century, our people 

have risen up and carried out an uninterrupted series 

of revolutionary processes: the August Revolution, 
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the war of resistance against French colonialism, the 
socialist r evolution in the North and the resistance 
against American aggression, for national salvation. By 
their nature and scope, by their historic importance 
not only from the national but also the international 
point of view, these revolutionary performances have 
e levated our country and our people to the level of 
the new times, which have seen the triumph of lofty 
ideals : national independence, democracy and 
socialism. 

The primary essential factor which decided al 1 
those histor ic successes was the founding of, and 
leadership of the revolution by, our Party, a new-type 
proletaria11 party holding 1 irm the in vincible banner o/ 
.v!arxism-Lenim·sm ; a proletarian party which faithfully 
and fully represents the vital interests and legitimate 
aspirations o/ the working class, the toi ling people, and 
the entire natt:on ; a M arxist-Leninist party with a close­
knit organization, a tradition of unity and oneness of 
mind, a11d intimate ties with the masses. 

Armed with the revolutionary s cience of Marxism­
Leninism and heir to over a hundred years' precious 
experience of the world proletariat , our Party has led the 
Vietnamese revolution along the right path, thorough­
ly fulfilled the tasks of the people's national demo­
cratic revolution in the North and taken the latter on 
to the stage of the socialist revolution, while striving 
to complete the people's national democratic revolu­
tion in the whole country. 

Our Party 's glorious successes in the people's 
national democratic revolution are due to the judicious 
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and creative manner in which it has solved a series 

of very basic problems on strategy and tactics: 

- To establish and unceasingly consolidate the 

leadership of the working class and its vanguard, 

the Marxist-Leninist party ; 

- T; correctly combine two strategic tasks, fighting 

against imperialism and combating /euda lism, the 

latter task being carried out step by step in close co­

ordination with the former and serving it efficiently ; 

- To rally the large forces of the peasantry, success­

fully build a firm worker-peasant alliance, the main­

stay of the revolution and the key guarantee of the 

~xclusive leadership exercised by the party of the 

working class ; 

- On the basis of the worker-peasant alliance, the 

Party has set up a broad National United Front, 

which brings together all patriotic and progressive 

forces and directs the spearhead of the revolution 

against the common enemy of the nation ; 

- To make skilful use of the enemy's internal contradic­

tions to divide his ranks, neutralize all forces that 

could be neutralized, isolate the most dangerous foe, 

and create more favourab le conditions for the progress 

of the revolution; 

- To make a flexible and accurate application of 

revolutionary methods. to utilize all forms of organi­

zation and struggle sui ted to each period. to consider 

it a fundamental task to build the political forces of the 

masses and, on that basis, to set up revolut·ionary armed 

151 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

forces. Whenever a revolutionary situation· h as pre­
vailed, the Party has used both political and armed 
forces, combined military with political struggle, 
attacked the enemy in both the rural and urban areas, 
and won successes leading step by step to comple te 
victory; 

- To consolidate and strengthen the people's demo­
cratic power, the great achievement of the revolution, 
and use it as an efficient instrument for waging the 
war of resistance and building the new society : 

- To strengthen international wnity on the basis of 
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism. 

Over the past ten - odd years, while s truggling side 
by side with our Southern fellow - countrymen in 
order to complete the people's national democratic 
revolution in the whole country, we in the North have 
invested the people's democratic State with the 
historic role of the dictatorship of the proletariat in 
order to take the North on to a transition to social­
ism through the simultaneous accomplishment 
of a triple revolution : revolution in production 
relations, technical revolution, and ideological and 
cultural revolution, with the technical revoh,tion ~s the 
keystone. Socialist revolution is still quite a novelty 
to us ; but the facts of the past ten - odd years allow us 
to affirm that the basic orientation of the North's 
advance to socialism, as advocated by our Party, is a 
wholly correct one. 

The great wealth of experience of the Vietnamese 
revolution over the past forty years is that of the 
successful application of Marxism - Leninism m a. 
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colonial and semi - feudal country. The history of our 
Party over that period is that of the creative applica­
tion of the universal principles of Marxism - Leninism 
to the concrete conditions of our country. Born andi 
growing up in a society the majority of which is made 
up of peasants, our Party bas drawn into its r anks a 
large number of members sprung from the peasantryr 
Yet it has constantly and wholly preserved its charac­
ter as a revolutionary party of the working class, 
first and foremost because it is imbued with Marxist­
Leninist ideology and shows absolute loyalty to· 
Marxism - Leninism, and because its political and 
organizational line is a Marxist - Leninist one, that of 
the working class. Like a beacon, Marxism -Leninism, 
the most radically revolutionary doctrine and the only 
one that is scientific, has shown our Party how to solve 
all problems of the Vietnamese revolution and work. 
out correct revolutionary lines and methods, thereby 
defeating the reformism of the bourgeoisie and the 
narrowly nationalistic tendency, and t he claim tO" 
"stand above classes", of the petty bourgeoisie, 
foiling the provocations and sabotage attempts of the· 
Trotskyites and other counter - revolutionary elements, 
overcoming political waverings and Right and " Left" 
deviations within the Party, and successfully perform­
ing all revolutionary tasks in all periods. 

Our Party attaches great importance to the 
study of the revolutionary experience of the· 
brother countries and parties, considering it an 
absolute necessity for a proletarian party wishing 
to discharge its responsibilities. But it always 
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takes the concrete practice of the Vietnamese revolu­
tion and the living rea lit ies of Vietnamese society 
with its original featu res - historica l, sociological, 
economic, national t raditions, etc. - as a starting­
point in applying the principles of Marxism-Leninism, 
the universal laws, and the experience of the brother 
countries regarding both the national democratic 
revolution and the socialist revolution. The tremendous 
victories reaped by t he Vietnamese revolution are 
precisely due to the independent and creative manner 
in which its line and methods have been elaborated. 

T O STlUVE TO REINFORCE THE LEADERSHIP OF 

THE PARTY IN THE NEW STAGE 

Compared with our past revolutionary tasks, our 
present ones are much more heavy and complex. On 
the one hand the Party must exert the great est effor ts 
to comple te the national democratic revolution in the 
whole country and lead the struggle of our ent ire 
people against American aggression t o total victory , 
with many hardships and sacrifices lying ahead; on 
the other , it must give a strong impetus to socia list 
revolution and construction in the North, an · a lmost 
wh o lly new underta king . For this trem endous w ork, 

we can rely on fundamental advantages accruing from 
our achievements over the past ten-odd years. Yet this 
is only an initial step . The Communist always square­
ly faces reality, and knows how t o look into the 
future. Obviously, at present in the Nor th, handicraft 
labour still makes up a major part of socia l labour. 

1:"i4 
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And so we are still a long way from our ideal and from 

the people's aspirations about socialism. To bring into 

existence a modern industry and agriculture and an 

advanced culture and science, our Party and our 

people will have to exert the most extraordinary 

efforts and overcome countless di fficulties. 

The leadership of the Party is the factor that 

decides all successes. Hence, to fulfil our present 
revolutionary tasks, the key question is to strive to 

rein/orce it. 

Our Party is a party in power. The historical res­

ponsibility of such a par ty. far from becoming any 

lighter, grows, on the contrary, all the heavier. As 

everybody knows, the fundamental problem of all 

revolutions is that of power. However, in the revolu­

t ionary undertaking of the Party, in the class struggle 

waged by the proletariat , viewed in its entirety, 

the conquest of power is not the final objective; the 

seizure of power does not mean the end, but only 

the beginning, of the revolution. 

The absolute necessity for the proletariat to seize 

power is due to the fact that, without overthrowing 

the ruling class and setting up the dictatorship of the 

proletaria t, the latter will not be able to see the class 

struggle through, i. e. to abolish not only the exploit­

ing classes but even the sources of exploitation, not 

only class antagonisms but even class differences, and 

not only to eradicate the causes of pover ty and desti­

tution but also create a life of abundance and h appi­

ness for the people ; in short, to build a wholly new 
society - communist society - a classless society, in 
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which material welfare and a rich spiritual life are 
enjoyed by all. 

All through this period of social transformations of 
such scope and depth, of organized and planned changes 
in agreement with the law of objective development 
of history, the role of the party of the working class 
as the force leading society assumes ever greater im­
portance. The Party is the most active element of soci­
ety, the best organized and most ideologically 
and politically conscious one; it has a clear view of 
the trend of the time, the prospect and objectives 
of the struggle: it alone can organize and rouse 
the masses, concentrate, co-ordinate, stimulate all 
activities and efforts of all component parts of the 
social apparatus and focus them on the completion of 
the historic task of building a new society. 

In order to strengthen its leadership in the present 
stage, the Party m1'st continue to carry out thorough 
st11d1:es in order t_o develop and per/ ect its potitica/. line 
and make it more concrete. 

Determined at the Third. Congress of the Party and 
developed by subsequent Central Committee plenums, 
this political line remains our fundamental orientation. 
Practice proves that our Party has followed the right 
course. However, dialectical materialism teaches us 
never to rest content with our present grasp of things. 
Society and life never stop changing and developing, 
especially now that we are in the initial stage of a 
period of transition. And so, we must carry out a con­
stant and profound investigation of the facts of life and, 
on the strength of actual socio-economic processes, 
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-0{ the experience gained by the masses, and ·of an 

examination of our own achievements and deficiencies, 

effect deep analyses, sum up our experience and 

make theoretical generalizations so as to ceaselessly 

supplement and develop the Party's line and policies 

and make them more concrete. 
The objecti:ve laws of social development must always 

remain the starting-point for the Party's line. The 

Party's correct course in the national democratic revo­

lution and in war is due to its thorough grasp of the 

laws of revolution and those of people's war. In social­

ist revolution and the building of socialism, it is even 

less permissible to make light of objective laws. Engels 

advised us "constantly to keep in mind that socialism, 

since it has become a science, demands that it be 

pursued as a science. " 1 The dictatorship of the 

proletariat and the revolutionary fervour of the people 

are extremely important motive forces without which 

one can never talk of building socialism. But it would 

be a very serious blunder to think that they are 

enough for building socialism without having to take 

any account of objective laws and economic facts, 

which are sometimes very "obstinate and intractable". 

While emphatically stressing the role played by sub­

jective factors, man, the vanguard party, the masses, 

Lenin repeatedly reminded the Communist parties 

never to base their policies on their wishful thinking, 

never to take their sentiments as a starting-point for 

revolutionary strategy and tactics. His political acti­

vity in its entirety affords us a shining example in 

). Marx and E ngels, S elected W orks, Foreign Languages 

Publishing House, Moscow 1958, Vol. r , p . 653. 
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this connexion. One well-known instance is when he 
advocated a transition from war communism to the 
New Economic Policy. In the elaboration of this policy 
and its implementation, he took great pains to per­
suade Communists full of revolutionary zeal but 
ignorant of economic laws that, far from meaning a 
restoration of capitalism, it was the only policy that 
would enable Russia to defeat capitalism and embark 
on the transitional stage to socialism. 

Our Party has grown fully mature in comprehending 
the laws of the na tional democratic revolution and 
those of people's war, but has made only the initial 
steps in grasping those of socialist revolution and 
socialist building. Only by exerting extraordinary 
efforts and achieving exceptionally rapid maturity 
in this respect will it be able to discharge its respon­
sibilities as leader of society. The triumph of the 
revolution and revolutionary creativeness always 
result from a judicious combination of the general 
and the particular in the application of objective 
laws. Because our country, where small-scale produc­
tion is predominant, is advancing direct to socialism 
without passing through the stage of capitalist 
development, we are bound to face a whole series of 
entirely new problems. To hold fast to the dictatorship 
of the proletariat and to carry out the triple r evolu­
tion in close co-ordination, with the technical revo­
lution as the keystone - such is the basic orientation 
for socialist revol u tlon and socialist construction in 
our country. But how will the laws of the technical 
revolution, of socialist industrialization, of the revolu­
tion in production relations, and of the ideological and 
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cultural revolution, as well as those governing whole 
series of economic relationships, operate in conditions 
prevailing in our country? Our Party must carefully 
ponder over those problems. We must study even 
more fully and thoroughly the principles of scientific 
socialism, seek to get a good grasp of the realities of 
the Vietnamese revolution and learn from the exper­
ience gained in the brother countries. In parlicular, 
we must sum up the experience of the years of 
socialist revolution and building so as to rafae the 
Party's theoretical level, throw light on practical 
problems and, on that basis, develop and perfect the 
Party's line and policies even further, and impart to 
them an ever more scientific character, thereby making 
them ever more effective. 

To raise the Party's and the State machinery's ability 
for practical organization is at present a crucial and 
urgent problem in our endeavour to increase the Party's 
fighting capacity and strengthen its leadership of society. 

To chart a correct course is of decisive importance, 
but it is not enough. We must, besides, eng'.1-ge in a 
vast organizationiJ,l work to muster and fully utilize 
all social forces and all material and moral poten­
tialities for the fulfilment of concrete tasks. 

In the people's national democratic revolution, otir 
Party has not only followed the right course but also 
evinced great organizational abilities. In both clan­
destine and legal action, armed and political stru'ggle, 
normal situations and times of crisis, both before and 
after the appearance of revolutionary situations, our 
Party has carried out organizational work of, one may 
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-say, a scientific s tandard; it has mobilized, marshalled, 
.a.nd brought into full play all latent possibilities 
.among the masses and all revolutionary potentialities, 
big and small ; it has devised and skilfully combined 
·the most varied forms of propaganda, organization, 
and s truggle, in keeping with the relation of forces 
·between us and the enemy in each period. 

In the past decade, our people have had to concen­
·trate on fulfilling their duties to the great fighting 
front; in the last few years, they h ave had, besides, to 
.cope with a savage war of destruction which has upset, 
·to a certain extent, our social life. But under the leader­
:ship of the Party, they have none the less recorded 
important achievements in socialist bu ilding, economic 
.and cultural development, and the organization of 
daily life. This proves that our Party not only h as fol­
lowed a correct line but has also, on the plane of practical 
,organization, begun to show its maturity in the new 
.stage of the revolution. However, in view of the 
-exigencies of socialist building, shor tcomings and flaws 
still remain in both our knowledge and organizational 
,abilities. Whereas economic construction calls for 
-diligence, accuracy, planning, co-ordination, synchro­
·nization, efficiency, and so on, signs of embarrass­
,ment, slackness, sluggishness and inefficiency in 
·many parts of our machinery for ma naging the econo­
my and production and meeting the people's needs 

.have revealed our weaknesses in practical organization. 
To advance direct to socialism without passing 

through the stage of capitalist development means 
·that we have not gone through the school of large­
:scale mechanized production. This is the main reason 
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for tge weaknesses shown by our Party and our 
State in organization and management. 

With its dispersed, scattered, diffuse, wayward and 
anarchistic character, small production has left us noth­
ing but harmful working styles and habits which clash 
with the organizational requirements of a large-scale 
socialist system of production. Starting from small 
production, · we face a choice not only between two 
lines of economic development-the capitalist and 
the socialist-but also between two methods of organ­
ization : that of handicrafts and that of large-scale 
industry. An erroneous line would cause the orienta­
t ion of the revolution to deviate and lead to the 
abolition of the dictatorship of the proletariat. But 
neither can t here be socialism, genuine socialism 
with a large-scale mechanized system of production, 
if we commit mistakes in organization and manage­
ment, if we introduce in to our organizational and 
managerial activi ties small-producer conceptio:as and 
methods to which we have been accustomed for many 
generations. 

We are possessed of fundamental advantages: a 
correct political line, the incisive strength of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, a firm worker -peasant 
allian ::e, a broad national union, the immense power 
of the new production relations, the people's revolu­
tionary fervour, abundant natural resources, the 
devoted help of the brother countries. Then what do 
we lack most? Knowledge in economics, science and 
t echnique, and organizational. and managerial 
abilities. 
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For dozens of years, in the national dem~cratic 
revolution and in war, we have been schooled in 
courage, daring, perseverance and dauntlessness. 
This is an immense advantage, a very precious asset, 
but it cannot make up for what we are lacking 
badly, namely the ability to organize the building 
and expansion of the economy, the development of 
culture, and services working for the betterment 
of the people's living conditions-the basic tasks 
incumbent upon a party in power, upon the State ot 
the dictatorship of the proletar iat. 

At present, many of our comrades at all levels. 
from the central echelon down to the basic units -
factories, State farms, co-operatives - and in both 
Party and State organs, are insufficiently aware of 
the importance of organization. They divorce politico­
ideological work from organizational activities ; they 
substitute politico-ideological generalities - even 
" desk work" in the case of some comrades - for 
organization, a painstaking work which calls for great 
efforts, thorough study and investigation, much pon­
dering and experimentation in the search for the 
right methods, a job which requires one to get down 
to brass tacks, closely watch the execution of assign­
ments, and, in a timely way, redress defects and' 
!'Ol ve n ew problems arising from ch a nges in the s itua­
tion, etc., - in i;hort a task, an activity beset with, 
hardships and difficulties. 

Lenin said, " We must fully realize that in order 
to administer successfully, besides being able to 
convince people, besides being able to win a civil war,. 
we must be able to do practical organizational work. 
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This is the most difficult task, because it is a matter 

of organizing in a new way the most deep• rooted, 

the economic, foundations of life of scores of millions. 

of people. And it is the most gratifying task, because 

only after it has been fulfilled (in the principal and 

main outlines) will it be possible to say that Russia 

has become not only a Soviet, but also a socialist, 

republic." 1. 

In the revolution led by the bourgeoisie, the only 

task per formed by the toiling masses was to overthrow 

the feudal regime. The organization of the new socie­

ty was in the hands of a minority of exploiters, the 

bourgeoisie. Indeed, this undertaking did not demand 

much effort from the latter, for the capitalist society 

and economy took shape in a spontaneous, disorderly, 

anarchistic way, at the cost of untold sufferings for 

the labour ing people. 

On the other hand, in the socialist revolution, fol­

lowing the overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the 

conquest of power, the working class and the labour­

ing people, led by the Party, face a task of grandiose 

creation: to organize, to build a new society, a society 

without exploitation of man by man, a society which 

develops in a vigorous and balanced way in all 

aspects of economic and cultural life. Socialism and 

communism is a system of production and distribu­

tion which is extremely scientific, complex, elaborate, 

and grows ever more rational. It ensures an increasingly 

! Lenin, S elscted Works, Vol. 2 , Progress J:>ubli11bers, 

Moscow, 1967, p. 650. 
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powerful growth of production and labour producti­
vity on the basis of a constant renovation of tech­
nique a nd a continuous improvement of production 
relations. It is the best -organized societ y, the h ighest 
social organization in history. That is why the 
triumph of our cause depends a great deal on the 
organizational ability of the working class, represented 
by our Party, and of the State of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, the main instrument for the build­
ing of the new society. 

The resistance to American aggression, for national 
salvation, and the socialist revolution are setting our 
people and our Party many great and urgent tasks. 
Our entire Party must make rapid progress in order 
to overcome the contradiction which bas developed in 
our present advance between, on the one hand, the 
necessity of vigorously pushing our revolutionary work 
forward and carrying out ever larger and more complex 
construction, and, on the other, the still inadequate 
organizationa l ability of our Party and managerial 
capacity of our State. It is high time a revolutionary 
ch ange was brought to our conception of the role of 
organization, and a vigorous improvement to the 
Party's organizational work and the State's man­
agerial style, in all departments and branches and 
a:t a ll levels. 

The leadership by the Party of the whole system 
of the d ictatorship of the proletariat is a matter 
of principle, one that assumes decisive significance 
regarding the very fate of that dictatorship. For th is 
reason, we must ceaselessly strengthen the leading 
role of the Party in all fields, and raise the quality of 
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its guidance work. The Party gives leadership to the 

system of the dictatorsh ip of the proletariat by work­

ing out a correct line in all fields, by promoting the 

role of State organs and mass or~anizations and con­

trolling th eir activities, by conducting political and 

ideological work within the Party and among the mass­

es, by urging Party members to show exemplary 

zeal in implementing the Party's line and policies and 

carrying into effect decisions taken by the State and 

the mass organizations. 

The strengthening of the leadership of the Party 

cannot be separated from that of the role and effi­

ciency of the administration in managing the economy, 

the State, and all facets of social life. For the Party 

to be in power meam that it has become the real lead­

er of the whole of society, that it has at its disposal 

the State of the dictatorship of the proletariat, an ex­

tremely powerful instrument for, on the one hand, 

suppressing all opposition from hostile forces, and on 

the other - and t his is a most important aspect -

mobilizing and organizing the people for socialist 

construction and participation in the management on· 

all spheres of soc:al life . The Party cannot exercise 

its leadership over society without using the State 

machinery. Hence, one should not think there is any 

contradiction between reinforcing the Party's leader­

ship and raising the role and efficiency of the State 

apparatus. The strength and fighting capacity of a. 

party in power lies indeed in the efficiency and vigouF 

of the State apparatus under its leadership. Being the 

brains of the dictatorship of the proletariat, the Party 
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cannot slacken its leadership over government or­
,gans, but neither can it charge itself with government 
work. Either to downgrade or relax the leadership of 
the Party is to weaken the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat. But to burden the Party with governmental 
jobs is to saddle it with work that is alien to its func­
tion; far from strengthening its leadership, this will 
weaken it. To do things in place of the various govern­
ment depart ments and prevent them from fully play­
ing their organizational and manageria l role means 
to directly impair the leadership of the Party. To in­
,crease the Party's organizational ability means first 
.and foremost to raise its capacity to lead and utilize 
the machinery of the State with all its specialized, 
professional and technical agencies for directing eco­
nomic and cultura l construction and meeting the 
p eople's needs in conformity with the Party's line 
.and policies. 

Our economy is rapidly advancing from small 
to large - scale production. This requires that the 
leaders should, on the one hand, h ave a thorough 
g rasp of economic laws, and on the other, keep 
a n eye on the various economic processes and 
watch out for any new happenings in economic life 
.so as t o make all necessary changes and improve­
ments in organization and management likely to com­
municate the maximum speed to economic expansion. 
The best organizer, one with a mastery of the science 
and art of organization, is one who goes about his 
,organizational work in a flexible way and responds 
to new happenings with timely changes in h is own 
system o{ organization and mode of action. 
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To ceaselessly develop socialist democracy is the 

most important condition for strengthening and 

consolidating State power : at the same time it is the 

most effective measure for tightening the ties between 

the Party and the masses when the former is in 

power. 

Because of the seizure of power by the Party, 

there h as happened a quali tative change in the rela­

tionship between it and the masses. The State, the 

people's organ of power, now becomes the broadest 

mass organization through which the Party maintains 

direct and permanent contact with the people (as Lenin 

said in regard to the Soviets) concerning the most 

fundamental tasks, the most important and 

most vital aspects of their life. Either in the 

~verthrow of the old regime or the building of 

the new, revolution is always the work of the masses. 

Under the leadership of the Party, the working class 

and the labouring people are masters of society and 

undertake the building of a new one through the 

dictatorship of the pro1etariat, of which the State is 

the most powerful and effective instrument. Hence to 

make light of the role of t he State is to downgrade 

that of the masses and encroach on their sovereignty. 

To uphold it means to exalt the part played by the 

masses in t he management of the country and of 

society, to make them participate in the building 

of a new socie ty in the best organized way, and to 

bind the Party and the masses together through the 

broadest organization. There is and there must be no 

a ntagonism between t he sovereignty of the masses 

and that of the organs of State power. Under the 
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dictatorship of the proletariat, the only master of 
society is the people, the toiling masses, who includP 
the working class, the collective peasantry, and the 
socialist intelligentsia. State power is the instrument, 
the organization, through which the people exercise 
their right as masti>rs of society, on the level of the 
St ate. The strength of the proletarian party in power, 
that of the dictatorsh;.p of the proletariat in both 
the repression of hostile forces and the building of the 
new society, lies first and foremost in the fact that, 
through an ever fuller development of socialist democ­
racy, the Party and the State organs are closely bound to the masses in all facets of social life and 
emurf' their ever broader participation m the shaping 
of the new society. 

It is to be regretted that a number of comrades 
have not grown fu lly aware of the true nature of the 
relationships between the P arty, the State and the masses. In some places, unwarrantable acts have 
damaged relationships between the Party and the 
masses, the State and the people, the Party and the State, and vict versa. These shortcomings must be 
redressed speedily and resolutely. One must fully 
understand that for a party in power, the greatest 
danger to avoid is not only to adopt an erroneous 
line but also to indulge in bureaucratism, command­i$m, and arbi trar iness, which divorces the Party from the masses and weakens the dictatorship of the pro­
letariat. The strength of the Party lies in its close 
ties with the ma!::>ses. State power is strong because it truly belongs to the people and is exercised by the 
people and for the people. The stronger the State, 
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the more labouring people it enlists in the manage­

ment of the country, and the stronger the Party~ 

grows as leader of society. With a fully-developed• 

socialist democracy rcst_ing upon a socialist economy 
€'ndowed with a solid materia l and technical basis,, 

our socialist regime will s tand as fi rm and unshak­

able as a rock. Such are the or ien tation and objectives. 

of our Par ty. 

TO CEA SELESSLY CONSOLIDATE 

AND IlUJJ.D UP THF PARTY 

To increase the Par ty's fi ghting capacity and 

strengthen i ts leadership in a ll fields of social activity,. 

we must ceaselt ssly consolidate it and build it up so as 

to make it ever stronger. The Par ty must get an ever 

firmer grasp on its theoret ical weapon, Marxism­

Leninism, master ever more thoroughl y the law of 

development of socialist society, and grow ever more 

mature in applying this knowledge to realit ies so as to. 

work out its line and policies in a judicious and 

imaginative way. The P arty must be strong in the 

whole of its structure, from top to bottom, in its com­

mittees at all levels and in a ll its specialized depar t­

ments ; its entire body must be vigorous, from the 

ner ve centres to every component cell, in order to,. 

ensure that its line and policies be thoroughly grasp­

ed at every echelon, both by the leading centres a11d 

the various branches, both by Party members and' 

mass organizations and the people at large. The entire 
Par ty must make the greatest effor ts, every cadre and 

169 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

:member must exert himself to the utmost so as to 
Julfil brilliantly ever greater and heavier tasks. 

In this work of strengthening and building up the 
.Party, t he raising of the quality of the cells a·nd basic organi­
.zativns assumes particular importance. The cell is the 
Party's basic organization, the tie between the Party 

.and the masses, through which its line and policies 

.a re implemented and in which its militants and cadres 

.are trained. The bonds bet ween the life of the Party 

.and that of society in all fields are made ever closer 
thanks to the presence of cells everywhere: factories, 

-construction sites, State farms, co-operatives, govern­
ment services, State stores, research institutes, schools 

.and colleges, hospitals, army units, etc. The Party's 
-ceaseless growth keeps pace with the uninterrupted 
-development of society and the rising revolutionary 
tide of the masses. This is reflected in the cells and 
basic organizations. In social li ie, in our people's life 
.at present, whenever a prob lem of some importance 
.arises, the people a lways ask for the Party's advice 
and listen to its voice. It is through the cells and basic 
organizations that the P arty maintains direct and 
daily contact with the masses. It has become an in­
dispensable factor not only in their revolutionary and 
-creative work but also in their daily life. It is present 
in their thoughts, feelings, and most sacred aspirations. 
Whether a cell is strong or not, whether some partic­
ular action by a cell or one of its members is good 
or bad, right or wrong, has a direct and immediate 

.. effect on the people's material and moral life . 

Therefore, in building up the Party, we must concen­
·,trate our efforts on consolidating the cells and basic 
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organizations so as to reinforce their leading role and 

fighting capacity in all fields. The whole fighting 

strength of the Party is in the last analysis embodied in 

the ability of the cells to translate its line and policies 

into actions by the masses aimed at successfully ful­

filling practical revolutionary tasks. To this end, these 

1ast few years we have given a vigorous impulse to 

:the movement for building " four-good" cells and basic 

·orgp-nizations 1 • This work is based on the political 

tasks of each period and is bound up with their exe­

,cu tion. A cell cannot be recognized as a good one if 

within its domain, production is not progressing, la­

bour productivity not increasing, the people's demo­

.cratic rights are restricted, obligations towards the 

State not fulfilled, the people's life not stabilized and 

gradually bettered in every respect, etc. 

We must improve all the cell's activities in order to 

render its leadership more effective. Its meetings 

should have a concrete and rich political content, and 

should debate the Party's line and policies, the tasks 

incumbent upon the region or unit which is its domain, 

the way in which these tasks should be accomplished, 

the production work and daily life of the people, the 

apportionment of work and responsibilities among foe 

Par ty members and cadres, the control of the execu­

tion of decisions taken by the cell and the part play­

ed by each member, etc. The mode of activity of 

1 - good fuliilment of production tasks ; 

- good implementation oi Jaws and political directives 

issued by t h e Party and the Government; 

- good study of Marxism-Leninism ; 
- good mass work. (Translator's note) 
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the cell and basic organization should be amended so 
as to fully u tilize and develop the power and capabili­
ties of administrative and specialized bodies and of 
mass organizations for the fulfilment of concrete tasks 
in agreement with the Party's line and policies. 

The Party and the cell can only be strong if each I 
memberisagood Communist. The Par tyshould be com-
posed of the best and most enlightened elements of tbe 
working class, the collective peasantry and the social­
ist intelligentsia, those who are representative of the 
development and progress of society, who are absolutely 
loyal to the cause of the working class and the Party 
and closely bound to the masses, those who fight self­
lessly, perseveringly, and untiringly for the interests 
of the working class, the labouring people and the 
nation, and for the triumph of the socialist and com­
munist ideal. Every member should strive for the ef­
fective implementation of the Party's line, policies and 
resolutions, and be exemplary in combat and produc­
t ion. In carrying into effect the Party's policies and 
the cell's decisions, he must ceaselessly temper him­
self in regard to his political stand, ideology, morals, 
and style of life, while studying hard in order to raise 
his professional and technical standard. He must see 
to the people's material and moral well-being and 
show respect for their right to be the collective mas­
ters: he should not arrogate to himself any privilege 
or prerogative vis-a-vis the masses ; be must evince 
total devotion to the public interest and complete self­
lessness, and be at the same time t he leader and the 
servant of the people, as recommended by President 
Ho Chi Minh. 
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We must, through the mass movement , discover, 

educate, foster and admit to membership in the Party 

new force;;;,especially the best elements among the young 

people, tho;;;e who are full of revolu tionary zeal, ready 

to devote themselves to the ideal of the Par ty, and 

capable of creative initiative. In token of our grati­

t ude to the founder and great teacher of our Party, 

the Central Committee has decided t hat the members 

to be admitted this year will be named "the Ho Chi 

Minh batch " . With the admission of young members 

beside their exp1•rienced elders, the Par ty will contin­

ue to be a symbol of our people's ever-rising revolu­

tionary tide, and the strength of the cells-the bastions 

of the Party-will b~ equal to the new political tasks . 

While admitting new, truly excellent forces, we must res­

olutely expel from the Party retrograde and degener­

ate elements, detested by the masses and unworthy of 

being members of a vanguard revolutionary par ty. There 

arc not many such elements, but if th ey are not driv­

en out of the Party, its fighting capacity will be 

impaired and its relationships with the masses damaged. 

To consolidate and strengthen its close ties with the 

masses is the law governing the existence and develop­

m <mt of the par ty of the working class. This must be done 

directly and daily through the cell and basic organi­

zation. The cell and all its members must remain in 

constant touch with the masses, thoroughly under­

stand their t houghts, feelings, and aspirations, educate, 

unite, and organize them, give t hem guidance and 

m ake them participate in the effort to achieve the Par­

t y·s objectives. We must str ive to consolidate and 

strengthen t he trade-unions, so as t o make them truly 
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representative of the wishes, figh t ing potential and 
creative power of the working masses and cause them 
to par ticipate effectively in the management of the 
State, society, and the economy. We must see t o the 
introduction of young elite workers of both sexes into 
the leading bodies of the trade-unions. The latter must 
exert every effort to educat e, mobilize and organize 
the working masses, and give a strong impulse to the 
socialist emulation movement, so as to boost labour 
productivity, enhan-.:e the workers' collective ~aster­
hood in the management of their enterprises, and im­
prove their material welfare. 

To educate the young, to expand and consolidate 
the Working Youth Union, which now bears the­
glorious name of President Ho Chi Minh, is an ex­
tremely important task of the Party. The Working­
Youth Union must constantly remain the worthy r ight 
hand of the Party, the inexhaustible source replenish-­
ing its ranks, the deserving continuator of the revolu­
tionary work of the Party and the people. Great store 
should be set by the role and the force of the women. 
Their contribution to the revolution and to our present 
society is truly immense. The Party, the cells and the 
basic organizations must spare no effort in educating 
and uniting them and helping them to fully partici­
pate in politica l and socia l life and in the building of 
the new society. 

In order to weld the Party and the masses into a 
single whole, another important measure is for the 
cells and basic organizations to hold periodical meet­
ings in suitable forms, in the course of which the 
Party will perform self-criticism before the masses. 
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and listen to their criticisms and suggestions. Criti-­

cism of the cell by the masses is very important and 

very necessary for the consolidation and building up• 

of the Par ty. The cells anri Party committees at a ll 

levels should give encouragement and guidance to the 

masses for voicing their candid opinion of the Party. 

For the admission of new members, the appointment 

of members of Party committees at the level of the 

cell and basic organization, etc., we must ask the 

masses for thei r views to help make our choices an dl 

decisions thoroughly well-grounded. 

Ooce a correct line and jud icious pol icies have been 

worked out, the drcisive fact or in bringing about the 

triumph of the revolution is the organizational work. 

aimed at their implementation, the key question 

being the possession of an army of cadres displaying· 

staunchness and ab£tity in every respect. 

The resistance to American aggression, for national 

salvation, and the building of socialism confront us. 

with ever greater and heavier t asks. Henc.e ~he Party 

must have at its disposal a host o{ good cadres, 

capable of representing the political line of the Party· 

in the new stage, and in sufficient numbers to meet 

not only immediate, but also long-rang~, needs. This 

army must include cadres of all branches and special­

ties so as to satisfy the requirements of the revolu­

tion in all fields. 

The quality of the cadres is shown in the results.. 

they obtain in performing t he tasks entrusted by the 

, Party in any period of the revolution. Whether they, 

have fulfilled their revolutionary duties, whether 

175 



www.pdf-arkivet.no (2026)

·they have correctly and thoroughly carried into effect 
vthe Party's line and policies, is tbe yardstick measur­
.ing their qu ality and competence. Every cadre who 
·'Wishes to discharge his responsibilities must have a 
high revolutionary mettle and adequate revolutionary 
·knowledge. Being a revolutionary fighter of the prole­
tariat, the cadre must fi rst of all be absolutely loyal 
to the Party, to its revolutionary line, to the revolu­
itionary cause of the class and the nation, to the 
-communist ideal. Inspired by pure revolutionary 
fervour and deep attachment to the masses, he must 
fear neither hardships nor sacrifices and must exe1t 
the most courageous effor ts to overcome all difficulties 
·and fulfi l all tasks. Without thec;e revolutionary 
virtues, he can neither have a correct grasp of Marx­
ism-Leninism, nor comprehend t he essence of the 
Party's line and policies, nor !'how any creativeness 
in executing his revolutionary tasks. The army of 

..cadres of our Par ty has taken shape and developed in 
the course of the people's protracted revolutionary 
struggle ; as a whole, forged in the two great wars of 
.resistance and ip the socialist revolut ion, it has evinced 
fine revolutionary virtues. In the present stage of the 
,revolution, our P.:uty must continue to foster these 
fundamental mer its while combating and preventing 
in time all manifestations of degeneration and regres­
sion which might appear among cadres of a party in 
power. 

However, in order to fulfil the tasks of the 
revolution, a revolutionary spirit is not enough. Revo­
·1u tion is conscious action and requires that the cadre ' 
·should possess revolutionary knowledge and understand 
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the laws of the objective development of society. 
Sociat.ist revolution is the most radical revolution in 
the history of mankind ; it does not confine itself 
to the destruction of the old social order but 
means also the organization and building up• of a-new 
society in a ll its complexity, especially its economic 
life. In order to be able to fulfil their duties, the 
cadres of the Party should defin~tely be thoroughly 
proficient in many fields of knowledge : politics, 
economic~, culture, science and technique , and be 
po:;sessed of organizational and managerial abilities . 
Otherwise, they will be groping and improvising, and 
will be unable to perform their tasks speedily and 
successfully and to avoid errors and shortcomings 
harmful to the cause of the revolution. Therefore, 
whatever his assignment, a cadre must be armed with 
the necessary knowledge ; he must seek to gain profi­
ciency in his trade, and strive to· master science and 
technique. Only then can he discharge his responsi­
bilities, and prove able to lead the masses and impel 
the revolution vigorously forward; 

In the socialist revolution, the Pa•rty's fundamental 
political task is to keep firm to the dictatorship· of the 
proletariat and carry out the three revolutions, the 
keystone being the technical revolution. The Party's 
fighting capacity, the fine qualities and the competence 
of its members and cadres, should find expression in 
the successful accomplishment of those duties. The 
Party's army of cadres should definitely include 
those capable of organizing the masses, giving th<'m 
guidance, and making them pa.dicipatc in the daily 
and hourly struggle to realize the ideals of socialism, 
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evincing in this work the highest resolve, the greatest 
spirit of self- sacrifice, and all necessary knowledge 
for the completion of their assignments. 

To meet the needs, both immediate and long-range, 
of economic construction and cultural development, 
our Party and our State must step up the training 
of large numbers of intellectuals in both social and 
natural sciences, animated by unqualified loyalty to 
the revolutionary cause of the Party. In its structure 
and nature, our intelligentsia has undergone funda­
mental changes. Our present intellectuals are socialist 
ones, closely bound to the workers and peasants. The 
overwhelming majority come from worker and peasant 
families and have received their training under the 
socialist regime. The older intellectuals, educated by 
the Party and tempered by a long revolutionary pro­
cess, have shown visible progress in their political and 
ideological stand and have rendered great services to 
the people. But the intellectuals, including thorn 
sprung from the working class and the peasant ry, 
have weaknesses which they should overcome both 
through their own efforts and thanks to education 
and help from the Party, so that they could devote 
all their talents and energies to serving the great 
revolutionary cause of the people. 

Our Party hold the intellectuals in great esteem, 
for knowledge is an indispensable force, an indispen­
sable weapon of the working class and the labouring 
people in their st ruggle to emancipate themselves and 
build socialism and communism. The working class is 
bound.. to have its own numerous intell igentsia. Be­
sides, the Party must help the workers and peasants 
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gradually acquire a knowledge of modern science and 
technique so as to boost production, pmh the techni­
cal revolution forward, and organize a civilized life. 
We must cast off biases against the intellectuals, cul­
t ure, science and technique. Every cadre, Party mem­
ber, youth, and worker should study hard and seek to 
raise his level of knowledge in order to do his job 
well and ceaselessly progress. We must advance to the 
point where for members of Party committees at any 
given level, besides political standards, certain criteria 
will be set in terms of competence in economic ma­
nagement and science and technique. To give guidance 
to scientific and technical work, Party committees 
should have qualified staffs including experts in the 
various branches and departments of economics, 
science and technique, while Party committees and 
leading bodies in the various ministries, specialized 
agencies, and research institutes should be reinforced. 
Scientific and technical cadres should be trained in 
ever larger numbers, ranging from skilled workers to 
chief en~ineers to savants. 

The law governing the development of the revolu­
tion, and that of the Party as well, requires that the 
latter should associate in a judicious way veteran cad­
res with younger ones so that their good qualities 
could complement each other while their weaknesses 
could be better overcome thanks to mutual help, 
for each of these two categories of cadres has its own 
s trong and weak points. Our Party must take solici­
tous care of its veteran cadres while seeking fo foster, 
train, and boldly promote large numbers of young 
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people with high revolutionary qualities, great capa­
bilities and potential energies, who have proved their 
worth in various revolutionary movements. 

The strength of a Marxist-Leninist party lies in its 
unity and oneness of mind, in its ideological and organi­
zational 1t111·ty. Of a ll the fine traditions of our Party, 
this is the finest. That our Party has successfully 
faced all trials in all periods and brought the revolu­
tion to the present t riumph is due to its unfailing 
unity and cohesion. As Lenin said, without organiza­
tion the proletariat has nothing; organized and united, 
it will have everything. After the Party has seized 
power, its unity assumes all the more importance, for 
without unity of will, mind and action within the own 
ranks of the Party, the force leading the march of 
the whole of society, the fruits of the revolution could 
not be safeguarded and the most arduous and gran­
diose task ever undertaken in history, namely the 
building of a wholly new society, socialist society, 
could never be accomplished. 

F urthering the tradition of unity and oneness of 
mind forged by for ty years of hard struggle and 
continuous successes, and scrupulously acting upon 
President Ho Chi l\finh 's sacred testament, we are 
resolved to "preserve the unity of the Party as we 
would the apple of our eye " . The Party will never 
tolerate any manifesta tion of factionalism, considering 
it the gravest crime against the revolution. Being the 
vanguard of the working class and the most active 
clement of society, the Party has but one will, one 
single will. 
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The unity of the Party rests on Marxist-Leninist 

ideology, whose purity it constantly seeks to preserve, 

on its correct political line which every day is translat­

ed into conscious action by the masses, and on the 

enlightenment of a ll its members concerning its ideal, 

aims and tasks. Its ideological unity is firmly ensured 

through democratic centralism, its basic organization­

al principle. However, the Party is a revolutionary 

fighting army. ideological unity by itself is wholly 

insufficient, for "ideology by itself can realize noth­

ing." Turning ideology into action must of necessity 

be done through organization. Besides, without 

organizational unity, ideological unity could not 

come into existence, could not be maintained. This 

does not mean that there is no freedom or thought 

within the Party. On the contrary. Democratic central­

ism requires and ensures the r ight for a ll members to 

discuss and decide a ll Party affair& and to put forward, 

within the Party organization, all ideas on all prob­

lem s of concern to the revolution. Within the frame­

work of the P rogramme and Rules worked out by the 

entire Party, the fu ll exercise of the democratic rights 

of all members and the foll blossoming of their intel­

lect make up one of the most important guarantees of 

the Party's vitality. The smothering of ideas is wholly 

alien to a proletarian party, to Marxist-Leninist ideol­

ogy. However, freedom of thought can absolutely not 

mean turning the Party into a debating club. The Party 

is an army which, on the battlefield, must act as 

one man. Hence, the p rinciples whereby the minority 

should submit to the majority, a lower echelon to 

a superior au thority, a part to the whole and all 
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Par ty members to the Central Committee - the 
highest leading organ between two Party congresses -
are fundamental principles of democratic centralism. 
To violate them means to impair the iron discipline 
of the Party, to sabotage its unity Lenin said: 
"Whoever brings about even the slightest weakening 
of the iron discipline of the party of the proletariat 
(especially during its dictatorship) is actually aiding 
the bourgeoisie against the proletariat. " i 

The Party's leadership constantly rests upon the 
principle of collective leadership. Personal arbitrariness 
is totally alien to its nature. No individual, even one 
endowed with exceptional gifts, can ever understand, 
can ever comprehend all things, a ll events, in all their 
aspects and ceaseless mutations. Hence the necessity of 
a collective intellect. Only collective decisions taken on 
the strength of a collective mind can avoid subjectivism, 
which leads t o errors with often dangerous conse­
quences. Collective leadership is the highest principle 
in the Party's leadership . This by no means lessens 
the personal responsibility of the leaders. At present, 
some comrades in a number of leading organs are not 
paying due regard to the principle of collective leader­
ship ; on the other hand, certain comrades rely on 
the ·• collective" to look after everything, and put 
the blame on the "collective" for every one of their 
own errors and failures, without admitting their 
individual responsibility. We must put an end to this 
s ta te of affairs. 

' Lenin, Select ed Works, Vol. 3, Progress Publishers, 
Moscow 1967, p.357. 
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Besides the above ideological fundamentals and 

organizational principles, unity and oneness of mind 

within the Party depends in no small measure on 

how comrades treat each other and how they settle 

their differences of opinion. Pursuing the same ideal 

and aim, for which they are engaged in a life-and­

dcath battle, having together faced countless hard­

ships and shared weal and woe, the Communists 

feel boundless mutual love and affection. No feeling 

can be more sacr ed than comradely attachment, which 

binds the Communists together in their struggle for 

t heir common ideal and aim. There can be no con­

cessions on matters of principle. But , in the solution 

of complex problems, while not tolerating any injury 

to principles, they should behave towards each other 

in a way that conforms to both reason and sentiment 

and, if need be, wait for each other to come round in 

case of differences of opinion : such things are nec­

essary and contribu te to unity and cohesion within 

the Party. We have gained profitable experience in 

t his matter , which we should continue to turn to 

account. 
Self-criticism and criticism is a fundamental method 

for strengthening the unity and cohesion of the Party 

and a law governing its development and progress. 

The development of society-socialist society in­

cluded- is an intricate process full of contradictions. 

An unceasing struggle unfolds between the old and 

the new, between progress and backwardness. As the 

situation evolves, new tasks confront the Party, 

calling for new ways to t ackle problems, new ap­
proaches in organizational, political and ideological work 
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aimed at fulfilling these tasks. Ideologically and 
politically, the Party is a unified whole, but its 
cadres and members do not have a uniform grasp 
of things. In face of any shift in the situation and 
tasks . some comrades are quick to perceive the evolu­
tion of events and decide which way to act; others 
take longer to understand, or understand only imper­
fectly ; others still are truly sluggish, their minds fail 
to grasp the new situation and tackle the new tasks, 
and they refuse to leave the beaten track. Besides, 
on account of · various complicated factors many 
Party members are still under the influence of non­
proletarian ideologies. Hence, it is only natural that 
a struggle between the old and the new, between 
progress and backwardness, should take place contin­
uously within the Party itself. Self-criticism and criti­
cism, coupled with efforts to raise the level of knowledge 
of Party cadres and members, is the basic method 
for resolving those contradictions and strengthening 
the unity of the Party, for educating cadres and 
militants, developing their good qualities and making 
up for their weak points. Lenin said that only a 
party that is courageous enough to effect its self­
criticism and publicly admit its errors and short­
comings, that knows how to d iscover the causes of 
these defects and resolutely strives to redress them, only 
such a party deserves to be called a revolutionary 
party, only such a party constantly remains in close 
touch with the masses and is thereby in a posit ion 
to win victory for the revolution. President Ho Chi 
Minh used to urge us to engage in self-criticism and 
criticism, especially. crfticism from below, - so as 
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to bring about increasing vigour for the Party and 

continuous progress for its cadres and members. 

In order to shoulder the ever heavier revolutionary 

t asks of the new stage, all cadres and militants 

should ceaselessly strive to consolidate their proletarian 

stand and elevate their revolutionary m orals. The life 

and work of President Ho Chi Minh is a shining 

example of communist ethics, which all of us are 

resolved to follow in order to temper ourselves. The 

model behaviour of comrades who fought selflessly, 

perseveringly and courageously, to their last breath, 

fo r the communist ideal - Comrades Tran Phu, Ngo 

Gia Tu, Le Hong Phong, Nguyen Van Cu, Phan 

Dang Luu, Hoang Van Thu, Vo Van Tz.,n, Nguyen 

Thi Minh Khai and many others - serves as a 

lesson which helps us cultivate our revolutionary 

virtues. 
Our Party is the vanguard of t he working class ; 

it represents t he most dynamic element of society in 

its development : so it can have only one ideology, 

that of the proletariat, of Marxism-Leninism. Strength­

ening our proletarian ideology, we are resolved to 

combat petty-bou,rgeois ideology, whose most common 

manifestations are, in the political field , rightist and 

"leftist " waverings, essent ially the former; in the 

ideologica l field, individualism in many hues ; in the 

methodological field , subjectivismL one-sidedness, etc. 

While i t is essential to overcome petty-bourgeois 

ideology, we must at the same time resolutely oppose 

all i1i/foences of boi,rgeois ideology which may in/iltrate 

the Party , and sweep away all vest·iges of other non­

proletan'an ideologies. 
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All manifestations of non-proletarian ideologies are 
alien to our Party's ideology. We must firmly elim­
inate them, as we would microbes seeking to invade a 
healthy organism. 

• 

In short, the strength of our Party manifests itself 
in all fields. The Parfy must be strong both in its line 
and in the implementation of this line ; it must be 
strong 'politically, ideologically, and organizationally; 
strong in the building of the State apparatus and 
competent organs of economic management; strong 
in maintaining close ties with the masses, ceaselessly 
consolidating the dictatorship of the proletariat, and 
broadening socialist democracy ; strong in its thor­
ough understanding of, and firm grasp on, the law of 
development of society; strong in winning continuous 
successes for the revolutionary cause of the class and 
the nation, of which the Party is the organizer and 
leader. The source of its strength is its unity and 
oneness of mind on the basis of the ideology of 
Marxism-Leninism and the organizational principles 
of a new-type proletarian party. 

We are determined to build up the Party and make 
it ever stronger so that it can successfully fulfil the 
historic mission entrusted to it by the class and the 
nation. 
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TO STRE GTHEN INTERNATIONAL UNITY 
AND INTENSIFY THE STRUGG[,E FOR PEACE, 
NATIONAL I -DEPENDENCE, DEMOCRACY, AND 

SOCIALISM 

We are observing the 40th founding anniversary of 
our Party at a time when the world revolution is surg­
ing power fully and facing prospects of ever greater 
victories. 

After the Second World War, socialism grew beyond 
the boundaries of one country and became a world 
system. Owir1g to the extremely great successes it has 
won, the socialis t camp has continuously and fully 
played its role as the decisive factor in the evolution 
of human society, as the citadel of the r evolution and 
the pillar of world peace. The powerful upsurge of the 
national liberation movement in the countries of Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America h as brought about the col­
lapse of the bulk of the system of colonial enslave­
ment. It is fighting on to break the fetters of colonial­
ism old and new and dealing decisive blows a t the 
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rear base of imperialism. The unprecedentedly power­
ful struggle waged by tens of millions of workers and 
toiling people in the imperialist countries, spearheaded 
against the reactionary rule of the State monopoly 
capitalists and their warlike policy, is a huge force 
battering the very lair of imperialism. 

Together with the broad world peace movement, 
those three great revolutionary forces are attacking 
imperialism repeatedly and from many sides, tipping 
the scale fundamentally in favour of peace, national inde­
pendence, democracy and socialism. On the strength of 
the a lliance of those forces, the people of the world are 
fully in a position to foil all dark designs and bellicose 
ventures of the warlike imperialists headed by the 
United States. 

The periJd following the Second World War has 
also witnessed a high tide of socialist revolution and is 
the mo,,t seething epoch in the history of world revo­
luticn. In our camp, over a billion people, starting 
f,·om different socio-economic conditions, are making 
great strides on the road of socialist construction and 
turning formerly backward countries into ones with a 
fine political regime, modern industry and agriculture, 
advanced culture and science, and powerful national 
defence. The independence of these countries and the 
happiness of their people are ensured, and humanity 
finds in them a shining example and a source of hope. 

Under the influence of socialism, the national liber­
ation movement has expanded immensely in both 
scope and depth and has assumed a new quality. Its 
outstanding feature is that the struggle to eradicate 
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colonialism old and new and all reactionary forces serv­
ing imperialism is organically linked with the effor t 
to transform society in t he d irection of a non-capitalist 
development. Thanks to leadership by a t ruly revolu­
tionary p ar ty, a correct line and appropria te revolu­
tionary methods. firm suppor t fr0m the workers and 
peasants and other progressive strata of tb<:' popula­
tion, and active help trom t he socialist countries, the 
national democratic rf Volution in many newly-liberat­
ed countries can progr ess t o socialist revolution 
through different modes of transit ion, bypassing the 
road of capitalist lcvelopmen t. 

In present day imperial ist countries, due to the rap­
id transfo1mation of capitalism into State monopoly 
capit alism and intensified exploitation and oppression 
of the working class and toiling people, social contra­
dictions nave become ever more exacerbated. This 
makes it possible for the working ·class to reinforce 
its unity of will and action and, on th at basis , rally 
broad masses of toiling people and other democratic 
strata into a united front opposing the rule of the 
Sta te monopoly capita lis ts and the hold of the Amer­
ican imperialis ts, and str uggling for democracy, social 
progress, peace and national sovereignty, thus creating 
the premises for a revolutionary tide which will result 
in victory for the socialist revolution. 

Those three great streams will merge into the t idal 
wave of socialist revolution in our era, carry mankind 
into the orbit of sodalism, and push the world 's peo­
p les forward to complete the transition from capital­
ism to socialism on a worldwide scale. 
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Over the past twenty-five years, desperately facing 
the growing successes of socialism and attempting to 
oppose the ever more vigorous struggle of the working 
class and the oppressed peoples, the imperialists, led 
by their American chieftain, while resorting to terror 
and demagogy at home, have left no stone unturned 
in their endeavour to counter-attack the world revo­
lutionary m:.ivement. They have reinforced their ar­
mies, engaged in the arms race, revived West German 
and Japanese militarism, frantically prepared for a new 
world war, sought to surround, threaten and sabotage 
the socialist countries, and at the same time plotted 
in every way to divide the socialist camp and the revo­
lutionary forces in the world. As regards the colonial 
and dependent countries, they have shifted to new 
colonialism and provoked many "special wars" or 
"limited wars" in the hope of suppressing the national 
liberation movement. 

. But the time is gone by when the imperialists ruled 
the roost ; all their frenzied counter-revolutionary 
actions cannot stave off their collapse. Imperialism 
has suffered defeats at the hands of the revolutionary 
forces of the world and has been forced to withdraw 
from one position after another, and those who have 
fared worst of all are the American imperialists, the 
imperialist chieftain now acting as a world gendarme. 
Without a shadow of doubt, the world revolution is 
now in an offensive posture which grows steadier and 
stronger with every passing day. Carrying out an of­
fensive strategy, the forces of socialism, national liber­
ation, democracy and peace are capable of foiling 
every warlike policy and defeating every kind of war 
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the imperialists may provoke in each region, eventual­
ly frustrating the whole of their bellicose plan : they 
will drive the imperialists back step by step, knock 
imperialism down chunk after chunk, and speed up 
its total collapse, thereby securing lasting peace for 
the world and victory for nat ional independence and 
socialism on an ever wider scale. 

In order to stamp out the wars kindled by the 
American imperialists and thwart the plan for a new 
world war hatched by the imperialist warmongers, in 
order to win ever greater successes for peace, national 
independence, democracy and social progress, it is 
necessary to set up a united front of the world's peo­
ples against American imperialism. The core of this 
front should be const ituted by the socialist countries, 
the international communist and workers' movement, 
and the national liberation movement ; at the same 
time the front should attract all peace and justice­
loving forces and mobilize all potentialities of the 
world's peoples for this common aim : to isolate the 
American imperialists and their allies and servants, 
the war-maniacs, to check and smash all their aggres­
sive schemes and actions, to defend peace and contin­
ue to carry the world revolution forward in an unin­
te rrupted victorious advance. 

The arduous and fierce class struggle now taking 
place on a worldwide scale urgently calls for the 
restoration and consolidation of the unity of the 
socialist camp and the international communist and 
workers ' movement on the basis of Marxism-Leninism 
and proletarian internationalism. Only t hen is it 
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possible to bring together a ll revolutionary forces in 
the world to oppose imperialism, frustrate all schemes 
for military aggression and all divisive manreuvres of 
the imperialists against the socialist countries, and 
baffle a ll their attempts to suppress and sabotage 
the international communist and workers' movement . 

The war of aggression against Viet Nam is an 
important part of the global strategy pursued by t he 
American imperialists, the most warlike of them all. 
By this war, t hey hope to perpetuate the division of 
our country, turn the Sout h into an American neo­
colony and military base, at the same time push back 
socialism and use Viet >lam as a testing-ground for the 
strategy, t actics, and new weapons to be employed 
for quelling t he revolutionary movement and preparing 
for a world war. In their criminal war in Viet Nam, 
the American imperialists have shown their true 
colours as extremely barbarous neo ,fascists. However, 
they have been bogged down in a quagmire and have 
suffered pitiful fai lures and arc being severely con­
demned in the world and in the United States itself. 
Their dominant position in the capitalist world has 
grown ever more wobbly and is visibly on the wane. 
The Vietnamese people's resistance to American 
aggression, for na tional salvation, is the crest of tbe 
wave of struggle of the world's peoples battering 
imperialism headed by American imperialism. It con­
tributes an important share to solving the fundament al 
contradictions of the world in this era, defending social­
ism, national independence and peace, and giving a 
strong impulse to the struggle of the world's peoples for 
freedom, justice, human dignity and man's right to 
existence. 
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Our people arc infinitely proud t o stand on the 
forefront of the revolutionary battle fought by the 
world's peoples against American imperialism, the 
most dangerous foe of mankind. We pledge to do our 
utmost to defeat the aggression of the American im­
perialists and their agents and br ing our patriotic war 
of resistance to a victorious end, :;o as t o fulfil onr 
sacred national duty and our lofty internationalist 
responsibilities and be worthy ot the confidence of our 
brothers and friends the world over. 

Ever since its foundation, our Party has considered 
solidarity with the international proletariat and the 
revolution in the colonial' and semi - colonial countries 
a most important duty, a basic principle, and one 
of the decisive factors in the victory of our own 
revolution. This correct internationalist line has been 
c0nsistently followed by our Party in the entin.: course 
of the revolution. It has, on the one hand won us 
ever greater support and assistance from th~ world 
revolutionary movement, and on the other, inculcated 
in our people the noble feelings of proletarian interna­
tionalism, preserved them from bourgeois and petty­
bourgeois nationalism, and frustrated the perfidious 
divisive manreuvres of the imperialists and their valets. 
Besides, it has urged our people to contribute actively 
to the revolutionary struggle of the world's peoples. 

Acting upon President Ho Chi Minh's last recommen­
dations, our Party will bend all its energies, as it has 
a lways done in the past, towards restoring and 
safeguarding unity and cohesion wi thin the social ist 
camp and among the brother parties on the basis of 
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Marxism - Leninism and proletarian internationalism. 
We will continue to consolidate and tighten the unshak­
able bonds of · friendship between our country and 
those of the socialist camp, especially the Soviet 
Union and China, and strengthen co - operation and 
mutual assistance in a ll fields with the brother countries. 

We energetically support the struggle of the pro­
letariat and toiling people in the capitalist countries 
for peace, nationa l independence, democracy and 
social progress. 

We resolutely uphold the fight against colonialism 
old and new, for national independence, of the peoples 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America, and continue to de­
velop friendly relations with the nat ionalist countries. 

We devote our greatest effor ts to strengthening 
brotherly solidarity among the peoples of Indochina 
in their struggle against the common enemy, Ameri­
can imperialism, reinforcing the solid friendship be­
tween our country and the Kingdom of Cambodia, and 
setting up neighbourly relations with the Kingdom 
of Laos on the b asis of respect for each other's inde­
pendence, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity. 

We are determined to fight on shoulder to shoulder 
with the brother countries and progressive people the 
world over agains t the aggressive a nd warlike policy 
of the imperialist warmongers headed by the American 
imperialists, and play an active part in the common 
struggle for peace, national independence, democracy 
and socialism. 

We a lso stand ready to establish relationships with 
all countries in the world which respect our sovereignty 
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and independence, on the basis of equality and mutual 
benefit. 

Over the past forty years, every historic stage of 
the Vietnamese revolution-particularly in the period 
from the August Revolution to the present war~ of 
resistance against American aggression, for national 
salvation-is closely bound up with tbe active support 
and wholehearted assistance of the brother socialist 
countries, the international communist and workers' 
movement, the national liberation movement, and 
peace- and justice-loving people in the world. 

Our people feel eternal gratitude to the . brother 
socialist countries, especially the Soviet Union and 
China, for their immense and priceless help, consider­
ing it a noble token of proletarian internationalism. 
We also extend heartfelt thanks to the other brother 
parties for their solidarity with our people and their 
active assistance to our protracted struggle. We sin­
cerely thank the international proletariat, the nation­
alist countries and progressive people the world 
over, those of the United States included, for their 
unfailing sympathy and support to our just cause. 
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